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ADVERTISEMENT 



TO THE PUBLICK. 



The importance of a correct and uniform system of orthography is universally admitted, 
and therefore requires neither argument nor elucidation. This subject has engaged the 
assiduous attention of the author of the following reviews, for the last twelve years ; during 
which time, he has actually examined, compared, and marked the errours in nearly every 
publication upon this branch of our language, that has ever appeared either in this country or 
fereat Britain. An important crisis has at last arrived, in relation to our elementary schools 
and seminaries of learning — a period when it becomes necessary for parents, and the great 
body of the American community, to decide whether they will continue to follow the systems 
of orthography and orthoepy hitherto in use, and based upon the analogies of the language, 
thereby promoting uniformity in the publications of our own and foreign countries ; or will 
adopt a new and contradictory system of innovations, neither warranted by usage nor 
analogy, and calculated to " abolish the superstructure, and bring it back to the confusion 
in orthography, from which Johnson extricated it." 

It is the peculiar character of the American people, fa character formed 'from reading 
and habits of investigation,) to examine before they aecide; and, in spreading before 
the republick of letters in the United States, these criticisms on the publications of Mr. 
Webster, the author only asks for that liberal indulgence and patient examination to which, 
from the importance of the subject, he believes them fully entitled. 

It has been a primary object with Mr. Webster and his friends, to inculcate the belief, that 
the author, in publishing his former reviews of Mr. Webster's works, was actuated by per- 
sonal feelings towards the author of the American Dictionary. The illiberality of this 
insinuation is only equalled by its want of candour ; and, the author feels no reluctance in 
trusting the question of his motives, his rights, and the correctness and propriety of his 
strictures, with a nation of impartial and intelligent readers. 

To those who are already wedded to the systems of orthography and orthoepy published 
by Mr. Webster, this publication will be important as an index to the disputable points, 
and the innovations and contrarieties of the American Lexicographer ; and, to such as deem 
the uniformity and perpetuity of our vernacular language to be paramount to the private 
interests of on author, it will be useful in enabling them to form a correct estimate of the 
claims of those publications to the character of Standard Works. 

In giving this review to the publick, the author has but one thing to regret ; and tliut is? the 
necessity of communicating it, in many instances, through the medium of the Post Office, 
the only means of disseminating it over this widely extended republick. It is confidently 
believed, however, that a careful perusal will amply remunerate any individual for the trifling 
expense to which he may thus be subjected. 
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V It may be necessary to state, that whenever a quotation Is given in this review, from the writings of Mr. Web* 
enchis publishers, or his friends, tte original orthography has been observed. 



ttauhlM 



INTRODUCTION. 



The faculty of speech may be justly considered the leading characteristick 
that distinguishes man from inferiour animals, places him at the head of 
animated nature, and stamps him with the seal of immortality. The science 
of language, therefore, must ever hold a distinguished place in the catalogue 
of useful knowledge ; and, to the labours of those who have devoted their 
time and talents to the cultivation of our vernacular tongue, the friends of 
science, and the community at large, are deeply indebted. 

There are few classes of literary men from whose labours society has derived 
more important benefits than from the class of eminent philologists and lexi- 
cographers, who, during the last century, have contributed so largely to the 
cultivation of the English Language ; thereby laying the foundation of those 
highly polished effusions of sentiment for which the writings of the present 
age are distinguished. The names of Bailey, Ash, Johnson, Sheridan, 
Walker, Jones, Jameson, and Webster, will ever possess a distinguished niche 
in the gallery of literary men ; and, their contributions to the stock of useful 
improvements will claim for them the appellation of fathers of English litera- 
ture. But while I am thus ready and desirous to render to these the just 
tribute of gratitude for their eminent services in this department of learning, I 
am by no means disposed to concede the proposition, that their productions are 
to be exempt from the usual ordeal to which the writings of every other author 
are subjected, and which is the principal test of relative merit. I mean impar- 
tial and candid criticism. 

With reference to works designed for elementary instruction, it is particu- 
larly important that this right should be Jidmitted and sustained ; since errours 
widely disseminated by these, have an influence more pernicious in itself, and 
more difficult to be counteracted, than when found in books adapted to mature 
minds. It has been supposed, however, that this right of examination is net 
common to every class of citizens — that one at least is and ought to be exclu- 
ded from thjs right, though perhaps better qualified from taste, habit, and expe- 
rience, than most others, for doing justice to the subject. This class compre- 
hends authors, compilers, and teachers.* While in the ordinary affairs of life, 
we daily resort to mechanical or professional men for their opinions in matters 
relating peculiarly to their business or profession, as the best evidence for form- 
ing a correct judgement, it is not a little surprising, it should for a moment be 
urged that in matters of science we should not credit the evidence, nay the unde- 
niable facts, produced by an individual who " has had the misfortune" of wri- 
ting and publishing upon the same subject, and, therefore, may reasonably be 
supposed to know something' about it. 

,1 lhall be excused for premising thus much in answer to what haa 

I, and will doubtless bo reiterated, by Mr. Webster and his 

jtfce author of a Spelling-Book and School Dictiomry, and 

•ustice to his literary productions." But 
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i? INTRODUCTION. 

without attempting to exonerate myself from this imputation, and without 
further remark relative thereto, I shall assume the right, and leave the result 
of my examinations to the intelligence and judgement of a discriminating 
community, to whose unerring decision, whether of condemnation or justifica- 
tion, I shall most cheerfully and readily submit. 

Before entering upon the examination of the several works of Mr. Webster, 
it may not be impertinent to give a succinct chronological history of the causes 
and circumstances which have contributed to place the adherents of Walker 
and Webster in opposition to each other ; and which have rendered this pub- 
lication not only justifiable, but indispensable to the promotion of truth, and 
the protection of individual character and enterprise. 

In detailing these, I shall commence at that period, when from experience 
in the use of Mr. Webster's Spelling-Book and School Dictionary in instructing, 
I became familiar with the " multitudinous errours," contradictions, and incon- 
sistencies contained in them ; and seeing the importance and necessity of a 
uniform standard, more particularly in orthography, I resolved both to give the 
result of my investigations to the publick in the way of criticism, and to em- 
ploy my experience thus acquired, in the compilation of a work for elementary 
instruction. The former, so far as it relates to the then existing publications 
of Mr. Webster, was published in a series of numbers in the Albany Argus in 
1827-8, and is now re-published in this general review. The result of my 
labours in the latter, has already been several years before the publick, from 
whom I have received many flattering evidences of a favourable opinion. 

Whether that examination of the former works of Mr. Webster, was either 
ill-timed or unimportant, is left for others to determine ; with this single re- 
mark — that it is confidently believed Mr. Webster himself will admit, that if 
those criticisms had never appeared, the recent compilation of the Elementary 
Spelling-Book would never have been deemed necessary.* 

In my examination, I had demonstrated the orthography of Webster to be 
far less uniform and analogous, than that of Johnson ; and Walker's system of 
pronunciation, which was introduced into this country as early as 1800, had 
been very generally received, and was already becoming the Standard, in this 
branch of Philology. Hence it became manifest to the publishers of Webster, 
that some device must be resorted to, to induce apathy in the publick mind, 
and thereby procrastinate the inevitable crisis which they foresaw was ap- 
proaching ; the expulsion of his elementary works from our primary schools. 

To prevent this, tne. author of the American Spelling-Book was despatched 
to England, that from "personal observation," he might be able to ascertain, 
or at least on his return to assert] that " Walker was wholly unknown," or if 
known at all, only in the circles of the vulgar : and, it was about the same 

• This inference will not he thoueht unreasonable, notwithstanding the allegation of Mr. Webster in his panv 
phlet. recently published, (page a) that the American Spellins-Book " is to be suppressed." especially when taken in 
connexion with the fact, that mov of the publishers of his Snelling-Books have reserved to themselves theprlvt 
lege of publishing either, as shall lie found most advantageous to their interests. 

* it is truly amusing to observe the anruments advanced by Mr. Webster aud his friends, to prove that Walker's 
Dictionary is not the Standard in England. At one tini? we are told that " Walker w not knotpn in England ," at 
another time, that Mr. Webster " has made a visit to Knpland to ascertain the real state of the language/' where he 
found that •• Walker's pronunciation was not used in any decent socle y in that country." Again ; we are told by 
Mr. Webster that M Walker's Dictionary is full of inconsistencies from beginning to end ; and the attempt to make 
It a Standard, has done more to corrupt the Innguape than any event which has taken place for five hundred years 

e. No book is taken as an ultimate Standard In England ; and Walker's pronunciation is so erroneous, that no 
than thee* dictionaries have been published to correct it; all of them approaching much nearer to actual usage 
than Walker's." 

Let us for a moment examine the inconsistency and deception in the above statement. First ; if Walker be " not 
lenmtmin England," how could his pronunciation have so " corrupted the lam "npc?" Secondly; if Walker's 
Dictionary be not the Standard in England, why have " three dictionaries been published to correct it ?" What evil 
could arise from the existence of the work, if it were not known or followed ? 

The fact is, Mr. Webster and his friends know that Walker's Dictionary is popular, and in general use In this 
country ; and, unless they can divert the publick mind from this work, Webster's Dictionary must remain on the 
shelves of the b<oksellers. Thus they (Webster and his friends) endeavour to convince the American people that 
Jameson, a later writer than Walker, is more correct, because, forsooth, hi? work is not known, or in use in this 
country ! But Jameson's Dictionarv, which was " published to correct WalkcrN ." (as stated by Mr. Webster,) con- 
tains twice as many contradi lions' and inconsistencies as Walker's ; and I challenge Mr. Webster or his friends 
IP «how (hat this statement is untrue. 
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time announced in the journals of the day, that Mr. Webster would 
publish a Dictionary that would contain a specifick for all the deficiencies, 
discrepances, and anomalies, not only in the former works of Mr. Webster, 
but of all other authors, and Would form an unvarying STANDARD of the 
orthography and orthoepy of the English language. Nor was this all that 
was fondly anticipated from the promised labours of the American Philologist. 
A new series of Elementary Works for the use of schools was immediately to 
emanate from this immutable Standard, which should be divested of the inac- 
curacies, contradictions, and absurdities of Johnson, Walker, Jameson, and 
others-r-publications which should correspond in their orthography and pro- 
nunciation with the Standard and with one another, and thereby produce 
what is universally admitted to be a desideratum — uniformity in this depart- 
ment of Philology. 

In order more emphatically to forestall publick opinion in relation to this 
forthcoming work, the friends of Mr. Webster re-published in this city under 
the title of Red Book, (originally an English publication,) Bearcroft : s Practical 
Orthography ; in which the unpublished Quarto Dictionary of Mr. Webster 
was lauded with fulsome and extravagant praise, although the panegyrist 
admitted " that he had seen only the introductory part of the work."* 

The effect of these measures was such as might naturally be expected. All 
further competition and investigation were for a time arrested, while his friends 
waited with sanguine confidence the appearance of the promised Standard. 
The literary qualifications of its author became generally admitted — the works 
of the great English lexicographers, with their " palpable inconsistencies and 
preposterous anomalies," were spread before him ; a long and liberal patronage 
had relieved him from those pecuniary embarrassments,! which he had attrib- 
uted to Johnson as a prolifick source of errour ; and the favourable opinion 
every where entertained of his judgement and experience combined to secure 
a general acquiescence in the belief, that all these important considerations 
would be realized in the Quarto Dictionary. Added to these, the influence of 
an extensive, aristocratical, and persevering class of booksellers, whose interests 
were already to a large amount identified with the success of Mr. Webster, and 
whose sensibility and vigilance were graduated by the amount of capital they 
had invested in his works, all contributed to usher the quarto before the com- 
munity under the most favourable auspices. It is now about three years since 
it was published. It has become the property of the community so far as its 
claims to a Standard work are concerned ; and though the most unwearied 
pains have been taken by Mr. Webster and his friends to puff it in newspapers 
and periodicals, though by lecturing in every city and village, and by per- 
sonally applying to Members of Congress and others, he has been able to pro- 
cure the recommendations of many men, eminent for their literature, in different 
parts of the United States, yet I shall, in the following pages, show, beyo 

• I should not now condescend to notice this ephemeral production of the Websterian school, did I not 'far 
duty to bestow a passing remark upon the unfounded and illiberal charges contained in that woxk.jtlttt 
tionaries of Johnson and Walker are more erroneous than those of Webster— a statement equally unjtMt * 
true, as I shall abundantly prove hereafter. It is not unworthy of remark, that at the very time this same Hi 
was thus lend in? its aid and influence to blacken the f;une of the illustrious dead, and to pave the 
Innovations of Mr. Webster, the American editor of that work expressed to me bis enUae -"■ — • ~* 
the qualifications of Mr. Webster as a lexicographer, and his anxious forebodl"'"* *"""* *■" 
would disappoint ids friends. I was at that time engaged In writing the tt 
Book, before alluded to, and at the request of the editor of the Red Book, tax 
Mr. W'tlMefn Spelling-Book" which, by some means, found its way to Mr. 1 
admitted ; but whether, by this means, Mr. Webster profited from my" " 



t Mr. Webster, in the preface prefixed to his dictionary, published in lMfLfMej 

stated, that "to assign the causes of t K ~* -»-*—*- *•»«» no means dlfBautTl 

son's life, that he was almost always' "* and poverty; that hi 

wrote until he was urged by want, ' 'Mlllng his "" p^W 
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Ike possibility of contradiction, and, I trust, in the spirit of candid and liberal criticise 
that it is, in its orthography, far less accurate than the Dictionaries of Johnson and Walker, 
and in this respect less entitled to (he character of a Standard work. 

Shortly aficr the publication of the quarto, Mr. Webster made an effort to redeem (he 
pledge given by his friends relative to the series nf class-books for systematick instruction, 
and for that purpose employed Mr. Aaron Ely of this city to compile (he Elementary Ewa- 
Ung-Book.* Uniformity in orthography, it must not be forgotten, was the important quality 
which this series of books was to possess over all others ; and it was, therefore, reasonable to 
expect that the first of the series would correspond with the quarto, especially in all those 
Words whose orthography Mr. Webster claimed to have improved and rendered c 
with analogy. With what degree of fidelity this pledge has been redeemed, the cm. 
Will be enabled to judge from the fact, that the compiler (Mr. Ely) has thought it prudent 
omit many of those words, the orthography of which Mr. Webster has changed ; and in 
other cases, he has followed the orthography of Johnson in opposition to that of Webster. 

It is not a little surprising that, notwithstanding the repeated asseverations of Mr. Web- 
ster and his friends, both before the publication of the quarto, and while the Elementary 
Spelling-Book was being prepared for the press, that "Wilkib's Dictionary wis on- 
Known in Enhlakd," Mr. Ely was wont to claim as a matter of merit for that compilation, 
that it was made from Walker's Rhyming Dictionary, and that it was from that workhe 
derived the system of classification by the terminations. It is not less a matter of surprise, 
that the publisher of the Octavo, while he endeavours to create the belief that this illustrious 
author is unknown, or is disrespected in his native country, has the matchless effrontery to 
insert at length in that edition, " Walkeb's Key to the Classical Pronunciation or 
Greek, Latin, ixn Scripture Proper Names." 

The last effort of the great American Lexicographer is the Duodecimo Dictionary, design- 
ed as the codicil to his other publications, and contains, as he alleges, " the pointing, orthog- 
raphy, and pronunciation which he most approves." Now, should it turn out, that this pub- 
lication is at variance with the Standard, (to wit, the quarto,) with the octave, and with the 
Elementary Spell ing-Book, it must be conceded, that either the works of his meridian 
thought, or those of his dotage, are not entitled to confidence. This inconsistency I unhesita- 
tingly declare to be the fact, and pledge myself to prove it in the following examination. 

I regret, in closing this Introduction, the necessity of animadverting upon the malevolent " 
and unwarrantable aspersions in which Mr. Webster has thought proper to indulge, in a 
pamphlet recendy published by him, containing the recommendations to his Series of Books, 
accusing others of plagiarism, and stigmatizing them with the appcllatioi 

compilers," when it is notorious that for the last three years, he has bet.. ,_. „.,..,„ , 

through the country, and by appeals to the sympathies of individuals, has succeeded in pro- ■ 
curing for his works an introduction to which their comparative merits would never have 
entitled them. The propriety of such a course for proselyting, and for procuring the names " 
of individuals, as recommendatory, whose opportunity and business totally disqualify 
them fbr giving an Opinion founded upon knowledge, may reasonably be questioned,* a course 
which it is humbly conceived would: never be resorted to, where personal feelings had not 
usurped the reins of reason and candour. 

New York, October 10, 1831. LYMAN COBB. 
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WEBSTER'S QUARTO DICTIONARY. 



n the orthography of Mr. Webster's Dictionary, ia the 
is of words which end in eJt in Johnson's Dictionary. 
This innovation is considered by Mr. Webster a great improvement on tho score of 
■uniformity. 

Of this class of words, there arc in our language. (acknowledged by Mr. Webster in his 
dictionaries) about five hundred ■ of these, Mr." Webster has terminated about three hundred 
and twenty withe only ; and about one hundred and eighty with the c nnd K both! quite a 
" n,ni furmity" indeed ! Yet he lias slated, that "Johnson's orthography, which some com- 
piiers rnllow, hn-. Ijeen. in several classes of words, earrrclid by modern writers; as by the 
omission of u in error, tandor. si>...ii,n ; and k. in public, music, &.c. 1 hare extended this 
correction to m.i. ihe words of these i-hissi:?. wn.li ii view o> r\ in! unity ; and have corrected 
a fev> other palpable errors in the common orthography !" The candid reader can judge 
whether he has that "uniformity," 

I will now offer some remarks as to the propriety or impropriety of this innovation, in 
omitting /: in (his i-lnss of words. If we refer to the languriges from which these words were 
derived, we shall find a very great variety nf terminations, entirely void of uniformity, as 
c, ck, cite cus, que, cen, then, ceitn, era, r.a, clan, tee, Ac. ; so that every person will, it is 
presumed, perceive the necessity of uniformity in tins class of words in our language, and 
conclude that all should end mill ■: only, or all willi ck. ; as the ■prvnuwciatiiin of ilic syllable 
would be the same in either case. I wdl also alien] [it to point out the difficulties which would 
result, should this Hum of words end with c only, as blue, loc, nllac, frolic, mimic, pnysic, 
Ac. ; or should the <- (hein.'; ,i redundant letter in the language, or merely a representative. 
■nd consequently in this termination ck) be onulied. and III., words end with !■ only, as blak, 
lok, pak, attnk, Ac. First; it has been observed dial the pronunciation of i lie syllaiilcs would 
be the sajur, whether the words should end with ck or withe only; but as we form deriva- 
tives from them by adding inf.', td, or er, the c would be pronounced like s in these deriva- 
tive!, agTccably to the invariable rule in the lanjrnagc, of pronouncing c like s before e, i, and 
KI (and without which distinci rule, ilu- |iroiuiii''i.ition of r. in om- laM^ioige coidd never be 
ifimed, as it is used indiscriminately before a, o, and is, and e, i, andy;) so that the sound 
of the primitive syllable, or word, would be lost in the derivative; as bock, bnc, bac-ing, 
bac-cd, pronounced bak, basing, bas-ed; attack, attac, attac-ing, attac-cd, pronounced alias- 
ing, atlas -ed ; frolic, frolic iris-, foilii- .--I. jininoiinei d fni!o-in.';. frolis-ed ; physio, physic-'ig, 
physic-ed, pronounced physis ing, physis-cd. Ac. Ae. ; for if the I; he not in die primitive, 
we may not insert it in the derivative, any more than we may ;•■ or ;,. agreeably to an"', Jfl 
of spelling derivniives. Secondly; if c (the redundant letter in this termination) slmi'dbe 
omitted in the primitive words, we must double die k in t'lriniiij," the derivatives fron Mia 
words of this class, of one syllable, or those acceuicd on ihe last tyllidile. agreeably ti ti» 
i-il rule of the language, in forming derivative wools, which is, that a connote*)! 
which ends n monosyllable or a word accented on the last syllable, preceded by a singla 
vowel, should be doubled, when a syllable is added beginning with a vowel ; as rob, robbiljit 
robbed, debar, deborruig, debarred, Ac. ; consequently thus, back, bak, bakkiug, bakketf} 
black, blnkker, bl.ikkcn. Milikin/. Ithifik.-il : nitaek, attak, nttokking, attakked, Ac, wliit'i 
would appear very awkward, as kk nre not in English, and it would rdsn he more dimeiit 
lo write.** than ck. Hence it appears evident that" the " uniformity" of which Mr. Wcbstej 
speaks so highly ah ' ' 
that great difficulty 

Ihography of this muncroits class of words. The * should end all these wore. 
be retained in all derivatives, except when the k is followed by a, o, or «, (nn 
sounded like s in the, derivative,) ns mjrnick, mimicking, mimicked, pliyiie' 
physicked, frolick, frolicking, frolicked, lucky, Ac. : but not in physical, publ 
the c comes before a, ami is hard like k, the k need not be retained. M' 
have lost sight of this rule, and the above reasons, or else hf 




k after c in such words (speaking ofmusick, publick, and n - 
absurd, for both have the same power, having been ' 
ter," and that " they never proceeded no fa 
live; never wri- 
the " absurdity" 
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fer the same reason that k is omitted in publication, viz. the a follows ck, and consequently 
the c is hard as in the primitive without k I 

Let us farther examine Air. Webster's orthography of this class of words for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether he has that " uniformity which " is a prime excellence in the rules 
of language," or whether he is one of that class of " modern " writers who " fortunately, have 
rejected k from words in which it is useless." And first ; with regard to uniformity in the 
orthography of these words. I have already stated that he has retained the k in about 
one hundred and eighty of the five hundred words of this class, so that no person will 
"contend" that he has that "uniformity" I Secondly; with regard to Mr. Webster's 
rejection of k " from words in which it is useless" As Mr. Webster has spoken in such 
strong terms of the " prime excellence " of " uniformity, " we might reasonably suppose that 
he would have retained k in all these words, or would have omitted it in all, from which 
we never form derivatives ; yet he has not in the retention of k in the one hundred and 
eighty words, or in the expulsion of it in the three hundred and twenty, paid any regard to 
these principles : for instance ; he has retained k in many words in which it is followed by 
e or i in forming derivatives, as lock, stock, attack, tramck, frolick, ransack, &c.- and he 
has omitted it in words of the same class ! as physic, and garlic, without k t from which phys- 
icking, physicked, and garlickeater, are formed. He has spelled garliceater without b> 
which must, agreeably to his " directions for the pronunciation of words," be pronounced 
garliseater, as he says, " before e, c is precisely equivalent to s." Under the word unphys- 
leked he has spelled physicked with k, though he has not k in physic ! Mr. Webster has 
spelled mimic, when a noun, without k, and with it when a verb ; yet he has made no such 
distinction in the words frolick and tramck, having spelled them with k in both cases ! and 
he has spelled these three words in this contradictory manner in the definitions of the same 
words ! This innovation makes another " anomaly " in our language, that of spelling the 
noun and verb differently, when they are pronounced alike. Again, he has retained k in 
many words from which no derivatives are formed ; as almanack, bailiwick, barrack, bassock, 
bullock, buttock, frock, girrock, haddock, hattock, hemlock, hillock, hollyhock, jannock, lin- 
stock, mattock, paddock, pollock, peacock, puddock, shamrock, &c.; and he has omitted the 
k in words of the same class ! as bishopric, candoc, carac, cammoc, cambric, hammoc, hom- 
moc, hassoc, limbec, puttoc, tussoc, &c. 

Again ; he has inserted k after c in some derivatives, in which c is followed by a conso- 
nant; as frolickly, frolicksome, frolicksomeness, trackless, &c; and has omitted it in others 
of the same class ! as franticness, mimicry, publicly,' publicness, &c. 1 

And again ; he has also inserted k after c in some compound words, as almanack-maker, 
barrack-master, &c. and has omitted the k in other words of the same class ! as panic-grass, 
public-spirited, &c. ! 

Thus Mr. Webster, instead of a " uniformity " in the orthography of these words, has 
spelled them in such a manner as to produce every species of contradiction and inconsistency 
imaginable, and very great defect and perplexity in the formation of many derivatives; yet 
Johnson and Walker, whom Mr. Webster has so strongly censured for their retaining the 
k, have by the retention of the k in all this class of words, observed a system of orthography 
which is uniform and consistent, and avoids the defect and perplexity which would result 
in the formation of derivatives, should the k be omitted. It is quite surprising that Mr. 
Webster should have* condemned Johnson and Walker's retention of A:, ana of not observing 
uniformity, when they are uniform and consistent in these words, and he has not observed 
either uniformity or consistency in any one particular ! ! In this retention of k } Johnson 
and Walker are supported by the following lexicographers, viz. Bailey, Sheridan, Perry, 
(original, not American editions) Jones, Jameson, (published in London 1827,) Allison, 
and Todd's Johnson (published in Boston 1828,) edited by J. E. Worcester. This omission 
of A: in some words is said to be a great improvement, and it is made the subject of every 
newspaper article written by Mr. Webster or his friends, and is particularly dwelt on by 
him in his lectures and speeches, in favour of his system, in opposition to Johnson and 
Walker. But it is utterly impossible for any person to adopt all the contradictions and 
inconsistencies which Mr. Webster has in the orthography of this class of words, as has 
been fully shown, it is believed. It is the practice with many writers, editors, and printers, 
to omit the k in some of these words, and retain it in others, without any apparent regard to 
uniformity ; but it is presumed that no person, after having thoroughly examined the prin- 
ciples of our language, will pursue this system of spelling (merely for the sake of conveni- 
, ence) which is void of consistency and uniformity, and produces perplexity in the formation 
of many derivatives. 

The second innovation in Mr. Webster's orthography, claimed as a great improvement, 
is the omission of u in the unaccented termination our, as labour, honour, vigour, inferiour, 
dec. The " reasons " assigned in support of this omission of u, contrary to our most appro- 
ved English lexicographers, are, that " there is inconvenience, if not impropriety, in writing 
labour with u, but laborious without it; as also rigour, but rigorous; vigour, invigorate ; 
inferiour, inferiority, &c. We deem it most correct and most convenient, to restore the 
original Latin orthography." To me, the above " reasons " seem to be not well founded ; 
for, reasoning from the same analogy, we mipht condemn the " impropriety "of inserting 
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1, incurious, onerous, pompous, 4c. when il is not in curiosity, generosity, pomposity, 4c; i 
m declaim, exclaim, explain, proclaim, repair, villain, grain, 4e. but not in declamation, excla- 
mation, ciplaimion. | '■•■<- I. i.-ii.tuon, reparation, villany, granary, iSic, also tha " impropriety" 
of itfcrtnig a in congeal, reveal, dtc., but not in congelation, revelation, &<■'■ 4c, in all of 

which, and in numerous others of simile 

word (the primitive) which are not ii 
Walker, and alt Other lexicographers hi 

my of which are necessary in the primitive words, others arc unnecessary ; as 
. _ _ waste, name, hate, fertile, servile, Ac.; final » in autumn,, condemn, &c.; « in 
InlKHir, rigour, generous, &c. Of these many are useless in forming the derivotivo words, 
ase in wanting, hitting, fertility, servility, 4c.; it in laborious, rigorous, generosity, &C; 
and others are necessary, as n in autumnal, condemnation, 4c. Again; many words are 
5]i.-ll*i1 differently from others of a like or similar pronunciation, by Die use of a different let- 
ter which shall lie made to convey the same sound by common consent, or by the retention of 
silent letters in many we.!- wlii,-h -l;;i'l d- titiguishonc word from another, both to the reader 
and hearer; asrein, reign, ram ; but, lion!, bought i nun, mean, niieii ; the, theei they ; rite, 
right, write, wright; past, paste; revel, reveal; morning, iii„uniiiig ; pus. pusa ; nun, main; 
wet, weight; bran, brain, brawn, 4c. 4c. Hundred* of other litters might have been 
expunged by Mr. Webster with as much and even more propr ie ty than the k and it in the 
two preceding classes of words; for, these are the BUM oUMcmiflhtB cle.s-;es which could 

nibly have been selected by liim, us lie has not. and could not, render tin ru cither uai- 
. occonsislr-nl Agr.m. Mr. W'-l.v<ri r has slated teat ,: this orthography (the retention of 
ov) is not call-, uhited to exhibit the English pronunciation." In the preceding declaration Mr. 
Webster was under a great mistake ,- for tins unaccented nit is pronounced like it slir-rt, 
ivinseijucndy when the it is relained (as it should be) the u is silent and the it is sounded 
short, as in the original, agreeably to the rule of pronouncing this unaccented diphthong ov 
.. ■:..■■■■ '■■■:■■ ■■■: .iiM.'-.:,iii. .1. whi'-h is. that tin- lira! vowel should l.ii- sili nt, and the latter 
sounded, us -it i in htsctiil, ii in foreign, in in baririiin. i.e. >Vc.) in all the i.eniiuni lions out 
nnd uitr. This principle is acknowledged bv Mr. W< lister in his Spelling- Book, in which 
he has o itnlick in th, : tern ijnat i..n "».', ami a ltoman,as pimts, grievous, 4c. mid in Uie word 
bchnviimr! which pointedly contradicts his statement above ; viz, that til e retention of the 
it " is not calculated to exhibit the English pronunciation. ' He nee if Mr. Webster wished 
to make an iniuiBati'W which would be an iiit/iri'criitciit-, lie si ion Id Lava omitted theo and 
retained the it,- but he has retained the o which should be omitted, (if either,) and is silent 
[sue i lie word* l.x-li-ivieur, page '.'[ ; liciticns. jii.ms, p. -lii : ih'rii'iis, previens, p. 5!l ; in Ms 
Spelling-Book,] and which must have the sound of the v (short) which he expunged! and 
he has expunged the « which was sounded ! In his expulsion of u in ibis utiacceiitcil uu, 
we find the. same consistency and uniformity which elnoin'ti ii;i bis expulsion of A in the 
termination 'k, as lie litis -mi licit the it in nl. .out jii'lii « .nils ending in our, and lias retained 
it in the miii unaccented dipliibuiig in id.ui-.; >!..< 'inn: it i id words ending in Hits.' The « in 
this unaccented termination ear, is retained in this class of v.mils by those lexicographer* 
who spell the words which end in ck uniformly, viz. Bailey, Sheridan, Perry, Jones, Janie- 
s"ii, Todd's Johnson, Ac. 

The third innovation in Mr. Wcbsu r's orthography, which bo el aims to be a very par- 
ticular improvement, is the termination of the class of words which end in n: in oil oilier 
' words, in which the termination re is pre- 
oai iiao ui.iuc u ntunhcr of variations, and has many ton- 
He has spelled aceoiner, anip hi theater, center, concenter, 
fiber, luster, maneuver, meter, miter, ocher, scepter, scpulrher. specter, and vcrtcber, with er 
only ' and he has spelled amber and ombre, saltpeter and saltpetre, peter and petre, Ihealcr 
anil theatre, saber and sabre, both ways, with er and re! 

Again; he has spelled belhslenres. ehanere, rlectrc, livrc, and lucre, with re only! He 
hns nlso spelled acre with re, and aker with er I and has given aker the preference, as " the 
most correct orthography," yet he hns written it acre in the definition of rood 1 Be ha* 
spelled mass accr and massacre, with cr and r c! nnd, although lie has planed nuisancer first, 
yet lie has given massacre in the definition of the word itself! Thus we End inconsistency 
and u want of uniformity in the orthography of this class of words, bai in; all contradic- 
tion* possible, as he bus spell. ,1 y ..lii of iliem with rr, or re only, and part of them with er 
and re both '. one with cer, and one with ker I It is indeed surprising, that Mr. Webster lias 
spelled these words in such a contradictor ij manner. Why he had spelled acre, aker, with 
ker, nnd not lucre and chancre, Inker and chauker, Willi kcr also, when all of them end in 
ere i and farther, why he has spelled mnssacer, ecr, aker, ker, when these (bur end in ere, 
can not he easily seen ! Great perplexity would arise in ihe formation of derivative-- from 
words of this class should they end in er ; 1ml when thr.y end in rr, — J 
when we form derivatives by ndding n syllable or a port of n syllable, 
derivatives from other words which end in e, and thereby 

t thus centre, rentrick; fibre, fibrous; lu: 
4c. ; bui they must be formed in a ve 
center, eenlrick ; hosier, lustrous; iepul 
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•peaking of this class of words in his introduction, observed, that " in the present inafrmpf 
want of uniformity is not the only evil. The present orthography has introduced ai 
awkward mode of writing the derivatives, for example, centred, sceptred, sepulchred." 
Yet he has himself " introduced" this " awkward mode of spelling derivatives" in the word 
acred, which he has spelled cred ; and agreeably to analogy, he must spell massacred, cred, 
unless he shall adopt his new orthography of massacer, m which case it would be pro- 
nounced massasered ! as " c, before e. is precisely equivalent to 5." The r is transposed in 
the pronunciation of the word acred (as he has spelled it) as it is, and should be, in ^tm ur d, 
sceptred, Ac., and so the words should be spelled. The same inconsistency which he has 
fallen into in spelling acred and massacred, red ; and centered and sceptered, ered, we shall 
find in other derivatives formed from words in this class; thus chancre, chancrous; and 
niter, nitrous, ous ; and ocher, ocherous, erous ! But if these words be spelled with rv, jbo 
perplexity or inconsistency will then exist in the formation of derivatives. 

Johnson and Walker, and the other lexicographers above referred to, retain the re m Chase 
words, and are consistent and uniform, whereas, from the preceding exposition, it w&sp- 
pear that Mr. Webster is not. 

I have taken notice of three prominent " innovations" in the orthography of three difierafc 
classes of words, in the American Dictionary, viz. words which end in ck, in unaccented 
our, and in re. These " innovations" were adopted by Mr. Webster in his former dic- 
tionaries, and in his Spelling-Book, although at variance with Johnson, Walker, dec as it 
has been shown. 

I will now take notice of some of his new " innovations," and show that the same incon- 
sistency and want of uniformity exist in their orthography as in the classes of which notice 
has been taken. 

Of the class of words which end mff, (not monosyllables,) Mr. Webster has spelled many 
with ff, and others with single /; as bailif, caitil, dandruf, mastif, plaintif, pontif, restifj 
sherif, and tarif, with single/; distaff, hippogriff, and midriff, with/*/ Bailiff, caitiff, dan- 
druff, and mastiff, are spelled with ff in the text, but he has corrected them in his " correc- 
tions" at the close of his dictionary, by spelling them with single// Thus he has nine 
with single /, and three with ff! He has spelled bailif with single f in his " corrections," 
but he has spelled boundbailiff and bumbailiff with^J and in the definition of bumbailiff he 
has also used underbailiff with/7 He has spelled pontif with single f % and archpontiff 
with/'; and in the definition of archpontiff, he has spelled pontiff with ^7 but in the def- 
inition of pontif he has spelled it with single// fie has spelled deputy sheriff with ff, 
and undersherif with single /; and in defining deputysheriff he has sheriff with ff. but m 
defining undersherif he has sherif with single// In his " corrections" he has spelled clif 
with single /, but in his text he has all of the other monosyllables of this class with^J as 
cuff, buff; puff, skiff, &c 

Thus we see that Mr. Webster is extremely inconsistent and contradictory in the or- 
thography of this class of words. Johnson, Walker, Todd, Jameson, dec. &c have spelled 
all of these words with ff, and have preserved consistency and uniformity ; and even Mr. 
Webster himself spelled all these words with/" in his two former dictionaries, published in 
1806 and 1817. It is the custom in our language to write /"and 55 in many cases where all 
other consonants would be single, particularly m unaccented terminations, as bailiff, sheriff, 
Ac harass, compass, &c. If Mr. Webster would be consistent, he should omit one 5 in the 
words harass, embarrass, compass, &c. &c. as 55 is as " unnecessary" in the words of this 
class, as ff is in the class of words in which he has expunged an// But he seems not to 
have taken consistency into the account at all in making his innovations. 

In speaking of the class of words which end in ence or ense, Mr. Webster has observed, 
that " defense, expense, offense, pretense, recompense, should be spelled with 5, for this letter 
must be used in the derivatives, defensive, expensive, pretension, recompensing. Uniformity 
is here a great convenience." But has Mr. Webster by this change of c to 5, in two or three 
words, produced " uniformity" throughout the language 1 He has retained c in fence, trance, 
Ac. so that the same " anomalies" appear in his, as in other dictionaries. Thus fence, 
trance, fenceless, fencible, tranced, &c, withe; and offenseless, defensible, entransed, &c, 
with 5/ If he intended to produce " uniformity," he should have spelled all these words 
with c or 5 only. Again ; he has spelled entranse (when a verb) with 5, but he has spelled 
disentrance with c, and he has spelled the derivatives of each in this contradictory manner, 
as entransing, entransed, with 5, and disentrancing, disentranced, with c I He has also, in 
denning the word entranse, spelled transe with s, but in defining disentrance, he has spelled ' 
trance with c / Thus every possible contradiction and want of " uniformity" in this class 
words also. • 

In the orthography of the word ache and its compounds and derivatives, Mr. W«*w 
a number of " anomalies and innovations" which are void of consistency and 



in j 

4 



for instance, he has spelled ache and ake, with ch and k, and has given ake 

as beUyache, boneache, headach, he 
v , with ch and k, wi* v 
apefled unalting but one way, witl 
beadmke with i, butinthetaxtto 



but in all the compounds he has ch, as bellyache, boneache, headach, heartar 
He has spelled aching and aking, with ch and k, wi* v ▼ a pre 4 



has ch, as bellyache, boneache, headac 
aking, with ch and k, wi* v 
y, with* onhri K«b' 
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spelled bellyache, booeadne, and an<hin'hr, with, final <, surf hrnrinrii xarf 
it ! He has spelled hcadarh, in the text, without final ?, and wtth x in -fae -b-rfmn^t if -he 
word anger ! Thus he has spelled hranWh :hree di^r*ac way* ' En "iiai jsc if -Yams, 
strut in namber, Mr. Webster has Jive contradictions and t-*wnjrzj£f7*<n*j ; 

The next " innovations" in the orthography of dns work, of which. I shall aifcenanest sat 
those in the words which usually end in I or JZ. 

Mr. Webster has observed, that befirH, install. reealL foretell, distal, firf-fll. &e~ shtadd «d 
with tf. The " reasons" given are, that " the orthography. befeL rseaL instaL 'unge L] 
leads to a false pronunciation. This is not the case with SareteL Ac. hot in *3 snek wnam. 
the last consonant must be doubled in the derivation. foretelling, distillery, distiller, and a. 
rule is more convenient than a rule and an exception" 

The foregoing " reason" in favour of ending- fbr-teQ. distzIL ftlffH. eVc. with 2. ™^»i* of 
single /, viz. " that the last consonant must be doubled in the derivation, foreteller. dSariOer,* 
<fcc, is very novel and singular, and seems not to be supported either by analogy or custom ; 
for unless / be & privileged letter, there can Le no becer - reaaon r srlven In support of doubling 
*&*/ letter in distill, extill, dec, than in favour of donbling r in deE&r. n in tr*can. * in admit, 
dec. dec, because the r. », and f 4i must be double in :ht deriTaiion," debarrii^.. trepanning, 
admitting, dec ; and Mr. Webster's practke a far from acknowtedgiiig' J aa~ a privileged 



letter, as" he has not given it so much privily* as other lexiitrsrajphers hare, fcr he lias 
spelled counselor, traveler, dec, with single I uisiead of #. as all otners have spelled them. 
Although the preceding " reasons"' are given as eoLcLaaive argraneiia La favoar of doobiing 
final I m these words, yet we find the same inconsistencies and contradictions in che or- 
thography of this class of words, which characterize the other u innovatkiCis'~ ar.d intended 




tions," annulling, annulled, disannulling, &c. : and he can not assign this as a :i reason/ 
that the u would be sounded as in bull, shouid the I be doubled, as * never has that sound 
when preceded by n ! the orthography of these words then is a contradiction of his role. 
Thus he has the following, with numerous other similar inconsistencies : annulment, disan- 
nalment, dec, with single /, and distillment, fulfillment. dVc, with Ul He has spelled control, 
parol, bandrol, with single /, and enroll, disenrol!, patrcil. unroll, with Ul Tbos we find the 
following inconsistencies: controlment with single /, and enrollment withU! Johnson, ■ 
Walker, Jameson, dec, have spelled these last three classes of words with single l } in the 
orthography of which they are consistent and uniform. 

It is the custom with all lexicographers (except Mr. Webster) to omit one I in the deriva- 
tives and compounds of fill, full, skill, will, dtc^ thus fulness, sinfulness, skilful, wilful, skilful- 
ness, die ; but Mr. Webster has spelled fullness, skillful, willful, dec with U, though he has 
single I, in the last syllable of skillful, willful, &c. He cannot, with any degree of propriety, 
assert that U are inserted in fullness, &.c to denote the sound of u } as the * has the tame 
sound in fulfill, skillful, skillfulness, spoonful, handful, dec in which it is followed by single // 
Hence we observe that there is neither propriety nor consistency in this doubling ml by 
Mr. Webster in the compounds, above referred to, contrary to the established rules of the 
language, adhered to by all other lexicographers. Again; Mr. Webster has urged in 
favour of his system of orthography, that he nas " abbreviated" and omitted " all useless" 
letters, as well as rendered the language " uniform ;" but this insertion of another / in com- 
pounds in which it is both inconsistent^ "useless" and not *'• uniform," is rather a novel way 
of abbreviating the language ! Mr. Web-ter has stated that, " befall, install, Ac with single 
/, would lead to a false pronunciation ;" yet he has spelled withal, therewithal, wherewithal, 
with single I, in which the a has the same sound as in befall, dec precisely as Johnson, 
Walker, dec have spelled them ! 

Again ; he has spelled also, always, already, dec. with single /, (in which a has the broad 
sound,) just as Johnson, Walker, and other lexicographers have spelled them ; and there 
is as much fear that "single /would lead to a false pronunciation," in these words as in 
the words in which he has doubled the / / Mr. W. has observed that / should not be doubled 
in cavilled, traveller, counsellor, 6lc. as it is in the dictionaries of Johnson, Walker, dec and as 
it was in the two former dictionaries of Mr. Webster*, but that these words should be spelled 
traveler, dec with one I; vet he has spelled chapelling, bordeller, medallist, metalline, metal- 
list, metallize, clavellated, dec with 11, contrary to his rule ! Again, he has spelled cancela- 
tion and snively with single Z, and cupellation, pannellation, wittolly, with III And he has 
also spelled counsellor with tf, contrary to his text, in defining each of the following words, 
twice under apply, three times under attorney, and under aulic ; traveller with U t contrary to 
his text, in denning baggage and bourn ; counselling with U contrary to his text, in defining 
abetting; fulfilment with single J contrary to his text, in defining accomplishment, asasta, 
and bilk ; caviller, empannelled, duelling, modelling, driveller, with U t contrary to hia toxj, 
in defining findfault, charter t contemptible, fated, and drivel ; and these words above noUnl*. 
spelled contrary to his text in his definitions, he has that* *&v&£& ^qjawfiSpj \r> ^-kws, 
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Walker, Jameson, &c. '. ! Thus wc see in this as in all the other " innovations" of Me. Web- 
ster, he has contradictions and inconsistencies in every possible form! 

In the omission of one I in counselor, traveler, &c. Mr. Webster seems not to be sup- 
ported by analogy ; for the letter I is and always has been & privileged letter, as well as/ and 
«, being doubled in cases where no other consonants are doubled, as ball, fell, will, roll, bull, 
puff, pass, puss, &c. *, but cab, lad, leg, ram, ran, rap, far, met ; &c. &c. have the consonants 
0> <*> S> m y n jP\ r > t> &- c - single in the same situation. Thus in words of more than one sylla- 
ble, bailiff, tariff, harass, embarrass, &c. the / and s are doubled, in the primitive and deriv- 
ative words. So with I m the words counsellor, traveller, &c. &c. it is doubled in the deriv- 
ative although single in the primitive counsel, travel, &c. for the I is a liquid letter, easily 
uniting with other letters, and has not in any situation in the language, the power of short- 
ening the sounds of the vowels which precede it This is the reason why J, in particular, is 
doubled in all monosyllables when all (with few exceptions, and Mr. Webster nas not cor- 
rected those exceptions) the other consonants are single as shown above ; and for the same 
reason I, not having the shortening power as other consonants, as above stated, is doubled 
in the derivative words counsellor, counselling, traveller, travelled, cavilling, &c. &c although 
single in travel, &c. while the letters t, r, &c. are not doubled in the derivatives coveted, prof- 
ited, differing, murmuring, &c. when unaccented, as the letter I is doubled. 

In the orthography of the class of words that end in mb, Mr. Webster has introduced a 
number of " innovations" and inconsistencies. Thus, he has spelled dumb, limb, and 
numb, with b ; and crum without it ! He has spelled dumb with b, and dumfound without 
it. He has spelled thumb and thum with b and without it ; and has given thum without b 
the preference ; and he has also spelled thumring and thumstall without b t and in defi- 
ning thum and its derivatives he has spelled it thum without b seven times ; but in defining 
finger and forefinger he has spelled it thumb with b three times ! In his text he has spelled 
benum, benumming and benummed without final b, but in defining the words numb and tor- 
pent, he has spelled benumb, benumbing, and benumbed, with ft, contrary to his text ! 

Mr. Webster has spelled matrass, carcass, &c. with ss in the unaccented syllable, as 
Walker, Johnson, and others have spelled them ; but he has spelled cutlas with single s, 
contrary to them and to analogy and uniformity! for if cutlas be spelled with single s, mat- 
rass, &c 

tortoise 




porpess 

the rules of language." 

Mr. Webster has spelled conscientious with t in the last syllable, but unconsciencious 
with c, and in defining unconsciencious, he has consciencious with c, contrary to his text ! 
He has spelled analyzed with z, but unanalysed with 5, and in defining unanaJysed he has 
spelled analysed with 5, contrary to his text ! He has spelled vizard with z, but unvisard 
with 5/ He has spelled poised with s, but unpoized with z t and in defining unpoized he 
has spelled poized with z, contrary to his text ! He has spelled composite and decomposite 
with final e, and deposit and reposit without e ! He has spelled imbittered with i, but unem- 
bittered with e, and in defining unembittered he has spelled embittered, contrary to his text ! 
He has spelled imbosom with i, but disembosom withe/ He has spelled imbrangle 
with i, but disembrangle with e ! He has spelled inthralled with i, but uncn- 
thralled withe/ He has spelled inversely and adversely with e after 5, but diversly 
without el He has spelled ethereal with e, but in his " additions " at the close of the book, 
etherialize and etherialized with i I He has spelled referee with single r, but transferree 
with rrl He has spelled counselor with single 2, but chancellor with IX! He has spelled 
entreat with *, but intreatful with t, and has defined it thus, "full of entreaty "! He has 
spelled analyze withy, but paralize with i, and in defining palsy in his " additions" he has 
paralyze with y, contrary to his text ! He has spelled in wrap with i, but enwrapment with 




sound in both words ! He has spelled brier with e, but sweetbriar with a, and after the word 
jhe has [sioeet and briar] in which he has spelled briar with «, contrary to his text ! . Again, 

peller ana 1 
alledged with" 

gimblet with it, and in defining bore and wimble he has spelled gimlet without b, contrary to 
his text! He has spelled potato and wo without final e, but musketoe with it, and in defi- 
ning batatas he has potatoe with e, and also in defining epoch and feel he has spelled woe 




I and e both ! He has spelled furlow (furlough) and plow (plough) with out, instead of 
fiugh, as other lexicographers have spelled them, but he has spelled slough, thorough, &c 
.Vrxth ough, as others have them ! 

~'r, Webtiexhw, in fcjs introductir" ' " am. Walker, Todd. Sheridan, Jones, 
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6Vc for their inconsistencies in the orthography of many words in which he now professes 
to have produced uniformity; as u in daub and w in bedawb ; judgement withe, but acknowl- 
edgment without it ; proveable, moveable, &c with «, but reprovable, immovable, Ac. with- 
out it; traveller, counsellor, with U instead of single I: yet Mr. Webster had all these 
" inconsistencies," for which he has so strongly censured other lexicographers, in both his 
former dictionaries, published in 1806 and 1817 ; and even the word dispatch, of which he 
nos said so much in his introduction, he spelled in both his former dictionaries despatch with 
e, as Johnson, Walker, and others have spelled it ! 

I should not have considered it my duty to allude to the above facts, had Mr. Webster, 
instead of censuring Johnson, Walker, Jones, &c for their inconsistencies in the orthogra- 
phy of the words above noted, merely observed, that Johnson, Walker, Todd, dec and 
myself (Mr. Webster) have spelled these words in this contradictory manner in our diction- 
aries, which 1 have now endeavoured to reduce to uniformity ! The contradictory manner 
in which he has spelled the words abridgment, acknowledgment, judgment, and lodgment in 
his former works, would seem to require the above admission on his part : for instance ; in 
his Spelling-Book he spelled abridgement and judgement with e [acknowledgment and 
lodgment were not in his spelling lessons] ; in his dictionary, published in 1806, he spelled 
abridgment and acknowledgment without e, but judgement and lodgement with it! m his 
dictionary, published in 1817, he spelled all of them with «, abridgement, acknowledgement, 
judgement, and lodgement ! in this, the American Dictionary he has spelled all of them with- 
out e, abridgment, acknowledgment, judgment, and lodgment, while abridgement and judge- 
ment have remained the same, with e, m his Spelling-Book, during this counter-revolution 
in his dictionaries ! 

Again ; there are many other " inconsistencies " in the English language which require 
correction as much as those which Mr. Webster has endeavoured to reduce to uniformity ; 
as benum without 6, but numb with it ; wreath without final e, but in wreathe with jt ; imbitter 
with i, but disembitter with e ; dryly, dryness, shyly, and shyness, with y, but slily and sli- 
ness with i ; conversable with a, but reversible with i ; forbear with ea, despair with ai t 
and prepare with a, when each termination is pronounced alike, a long; precede, recede, 
secede, &c. with the termination ede, and exceed, proceed, and succeed, with eed. dec. dec in 
all of which he has the same " inconsistencies " and " preposterous anomalies which are 
in other dictionaries. 

I will now attempt to show wherein Mr. Webster's " American Dictionary " is particu- 
larly objectionable as a " Standard of Orthography." 

It is presumed that every person will readily admit, that a dictionary should, if intended 
to be a " standard of orthography," possess the following qualities in an eminent degree. 
1. u Certain rules should be adopted and pursued through the several classes of words, and 
their orthography should be reduced to uniformity."— 2. No innovation in orthography should 
be made, unless by the introduction of that innovation an "anomaly " is corrected and uni- 
formity produced. — 3. The orthography of the primitive and derivative words should be 
uniform and consistent— 4. The same words should not be differently spelled, either in the 
text, or in the definitions of other words ; and want of decision in this particular alone, 
should be a paramount objection to the adoption of any dictionary as a " Standard of 
Orthography I " 

I have* alre ady shown, it is believed, that in the first, second, and third particulars, above 
alluded to, Mr. Webster has not, except m a very few instances, produced uniformity, either 
in the " certain rules which he has adopted and pursued through the several classes of 
words' or in the " innovations " which he has made ; and, that he has, in the orthography of 
primitive and derivative words, more contradictions than Johnson, Walker, Jones, Todd, or 
, Jameson ! yet Mr. Webster has stated that " No two English writers agree on the subject of 
orthography; and what is worse, no lexicographer is consistent with himself! " when he 
has more " inconsistencies " than all of them ! ! ! But the fourth, and most important and 
prominent particular, which should be manifested on the part of the lexicographer who 
writes a dictionary, designed as a" standard of orthography," is decision in giving the 
orthography of each word; and I will now endeavour to show that Mr. Webster has exhib- 
ited a greater want of decision in this important point than any of his predecessors. First 
— he has spelled many words in two different wavs without having given a preference, e~ ~*~ 
of which he has defined precisely or nearly alike, and these words have been snelleH 
one way in his former dictionaries, and m the dictionaries of John* 
Secondly — he has in using the words thus differently spelled in hist 
words, spelled them sometimes with one orthography, and somctirf 
Thirdly — he has frequently spelled a word two ways, and has gives 
has as often, in his definitions, used the orthography which he haj 
which he has preferred : Fourthly — he has, in many instances, chang 
a word, and inserted the former orthography, and has referred the re 
line; but he has changed the orthogran**- '' -^ords without havij 

orthography, or any reference to it: * many words tfc 

different ways in his text, which he 1 *%a vvm-wttM^ 

•Jphsl>eticalarra^g«neiitt,sothAt^ tiSer«i*.«pgtts- 
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at once, which is a great convenience ; but he has other words differently spelled which Are 
not thus coupled, which is a great inconvenience : Sixthly — he has, in his text, coupled 
many words which he has spelled in two different ways, with one first in its alphabetical 
arrangement, and in another place the other word first, agreeably to the alphabetical arrange- 
ment of that word, in this manner, alternately giving each word thus coupled, a preference 
by placing it first ! 

First: he has spelled many words in two different ways, without having given a prefer* 
ence, each of which he has defined precisely or nearly alike, and these words have been 
spelled but one way in his former dictionaries, and in the dictionaries of Johnson, Walker, 
&c., as above stated. He has enlistment, the act of enlisting, and inlistment, the act of in- 
listing, but in reinlistment he has given i the preference ! He has encase and incase, to in- 
close in a case ! He has embolden and imbolden, to encourage ! He has empeople and un- 
people, to form into a community ! He has embody and iinbody, re-embody and re-imbody, 
with e and i both, but unem bodied with e only ! He has apostrophe and apostrophy, with e 
and y both ! He has greyhound and grayhound, a tall fleet dog, used in (kept for) the 
chase ! He has encirclet and incirclet, with e and i I He has entwia* ana intwine, to 
•twine, &c. ! He has entwist and intwist, to twist, &c. ! He has embower and imbower I 
He has embow and imbow, to arch, to vault ! He has encrust and incrust, to cover with a 
crust! He has cyclopedia and cyclopede, with ia and e ; and again, he has encyclopedia 
and encyclopedy, with ia and y 1 He has encumber, encumbered, encumbrance, and incum- 
ber, incumbered, incumbrance ; but disencumber, disencumbered, disencumbrance, with e 
only ; and incumbered and unincumbered, with e and i both ! He has enforce, enforcement, 
with e only, but re-enforce, re-enforcement, re-inforce, re-inforcement, with e and i both ! 
He has given the three words which end in eed\, three different ways ; thus, proceed and 
precede, with eed and ede, and eed placed first as the preferable spelling; succede and suc- 
ceed, with ede and eed, and ede placed first ; exceed one way, with eed only ! ! Again ; he 
has spelled all the derivatives and compounds of these three words, and in their definitions, 
eed ! He has catastrophe and catastrophy ; epitome and epitomy ; syncope and syncopy : 
synecdoche and synecdochy, with e and y both ! He has sheath and sheathe (verb) with 
final e and without ! dec. &c. &c. 

Secondly : he has, in using the words thus differently spelled in his text, in defining other 
Words, spelled them sometimes with one orthography, and sometimes with the other ; thus, 
he has, in defining reinlist and reinlistment, spelled inlist with i, but in defining beat, engage, 
and enter, he has spelled it enlist, with e I He has, in defining impanate and incorporate, 
spelled embody with e , but in defining reimbody, he has spelled imbody with i ! He has, in 
defining apostrophe and its derivatives, spelled apostrophe with e three times, and apostro- 
phy with y three times ! Again ; in his explanation of " case" in his grammar, prefixed to 
the American Dictionary, he has spelled apostrophy with y twice ! He has, in defining 
breathe and leash, spelled greyhound with e, but m defining course and stablestand, he has 
spelled it grayhound, with a! He has, in defining clog and load, spelled encumber with e, 
but in defining burden, he has spelled incumber with i I He has, in defining clog and load, 
spelled encumbrance with e, but in defining clear and clogging, he has spelled incumbrance 
with i ! &c. &c. &c. 

Thirdly : he has frequently spelled a word two ways, and has given a preference ; but he 
has as often used the orthography in his definitions, which he has not preferred in his text, 
as that which he has preferred ! Thus, he has spelled feather and fether with a and without 
it, and has given fether, without a, the preference, as " the most correct orthography;" and, 
in defining feather and its derivatives, he has spelled fether without a twenty-six times ; in 
defining plume and its derivatives, seventeen times ; in defining fledge; seven times ; and in 
denning fowl, goose, hawk, pillow, last, quill, tick, and unfledged, he has also spelled fethajr 
without a ; but in defining bipennate, bird, avoset, bed, bolster, crest, crane, and crow, he 
has spelled feather with a ! He has spelled leather and lether with a and without it, and has 

given lether, without a, the preference, as "the most correct orthography;" and in de- 
ning leather and its derivatives, he has spelled lether without a nine times ; and, in de- 
fining last, leash, moccason, pocket-book, shoe, and thong, he has also spelled lether without 
a; but in defining air-jacket, alutation, awl, apron, ball, bind, bandoleers, buckskin, cord- 
wainer, coriaceous, and cushion, he has spelled leather with a / He has, in defining leather 
and quail-pipe, spelled lethern without a ; but in defining bandoleers and hose, he has 
leathern with a ! He has spelled villainy and villany with i in the second syllable, and 
without it, and has given villany, without t, the preference ; and, in defining villain and its 
derivatives, and archvillany, he has spelled it villany, without i, six times ; but in defining 
enormity, flagitiousness, exceed, outrageous, and outvillain, he has spelled villainy with t / 
He has spelled steadfast, steadfastness, steady, and stedfast, stedfastness, and steddty, with a 
and without it, and has, in denning steady, steadfast, and their derivatives, spelled stedfast 
without a four times, stedfastness without a twice, steddy without a nine times, and steddi- 
ness without a six times, and stedfastness without a, in defining immovability, stedfast 
without a % in defining immovable ; but in defining firm, stable, and resolute, he has spelled 
steady with a ; in denning firmness and fixedness, he has steadfastness with a ; and 
m defining fixation, resolution, stability, and stableness, he ha* also spelled steadiness 
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In this the American Dictionary, Mr. Webster has, under the word betrust and iU derr** 
atives, spelled entrust with e, instead of i, contrary to his text, six times, and one* 
in his preface ! Thus, we have the following singular coincidence : Johnson made use of 
i instead of e in despatch, contrary to his text, " twice under send, and five times under speed j" 
and Mr. Webster has made use of e instead of i in intrust, contrary to his text, six times 
under betrust, and once in his preface — two and ./foe are seven — six and one are seven It 

Perhaps there never was among the acts of any author, a more illiberal and ungenerous 
act than that of Mr. Webster's inserting the preceding note in his Dictionary, relative to Dr. 
Johnson and the word despatch, when he had himself copied the blunder into his form e* 
dictionaries, under the same words ! ! 

From the preceding note, it is evident that Mr. Webster does consider it of importance, 
that the orthography of the definitions and text should be alike, and I will, therefore, show 
that Mr. Webster is far from uniformity and consistency, in this important particular. 

Many of these words are spelled in the definitions of the American dictionary as they hare 
been for many years in Webster's spelling-book, contrary to the text of all WebsterV die*. 
tionaries; ana, also contrary to the text of Johnson, Walker, dtc. 

He has achievment, contrary to his text (achievement) eighteen times under thefbUowing 
words ; fabulous, gest, glorious, hatchment, heroic, labor, merit, might, obelisk, panegyric, 
perform, portray, pride, productive, twice under renown, rich and scald : He has cholie, con- 
trary to his text (colic) under bios : He has cobler, contrary to his text (cobbler) five times 
under the words botcher, last, ride, and souter : He has holiday, contrary to his text (holy- 
day, eight times under the words calends, even, fair, ferial, three times under feriation, and 
highday : He has briar, contrary to his text (brier) under rose : He has faggot, contrary to 
his text (fagot) five times under the words bavin, dunnage, and kid : He has bason, contrary 
to his text (basin) eight times under the words font, goldfish, muller, pelvis, pool, roeksalt, 
reservoir, and rim : He has cyder, contrary to his text (cider) five times under tne words bot- 
tle, brandy, brisk, distill, and. perkin : He has chesnut, contrary to his text (chestnut) ten 
times under the words bay, beaver, beech, bur, earthnut, fieldfare, mastful, mate, and tannin: 
He has cyderkin, contrary to his text (ciderkin) under perkin and purre: He has cypher, 
contrary to his text (cipher) six times under the words binary, cryptography, fraction, key, 
monogram, and round : He has sheriff, contrary to his text (sherif ) fifty-three times under 
the words accountable, advance, admeasurement, approver, array, breve, calendar, candi- 
date, cheriff, commit, conservator, constitute, coroner, county, custody, deputation, depute and 
its derivatives, discharge, distringas, elisor, empannel, escape, esquire, execution, exigent, 
extend, extent, fee, fierifacias, imprisonment, informing, inquestjail, lawday, landgrave, liv- 
eryman, mainprize, marshal, nisiprius, outlaw, outrider, oyes, office, palsgrave, panel, peaee* 
officer, and pipe : He has mizen, contrary to his text (mizzen) eighteen times under the 
words admiral, aftersails, bagpipe, bark, brail, bumkin, courses, dogger, driver, flag, frigs- 
toon, gaff, galiot, crossjack, howker, ketch, and ship : He has plain tin, contrary to us text 
(plaintif ) fifty-six times under the words account, appellor, avoid, bail, blank, bar, capiat^ 
cnamperty, cognizance, cognizee, cognizor, competent, complainant, compurgation, cost, 
counsel, crossbill, crossexamine, day, decide, declare, declaration, default, defense, delay, 
demand, demandant, demur, elegit, enjoin, discontinuance, find, imparlance, injunction, lie, 
make, merge, nonability, nonproncient, nonsuit, object, objection, and party: He has embit- 
ter, contrary to his text (imbitter) fourteen times under the words disquietude, edge, em- 
Soison, envenom, exasperate, and impoison : He has hindrance, contrary to his text (hin- 
erance) seven times under the words arrest, bar, check, counteraction, cross, forbkkHng, 
and passport : He has licence, contrary to his text (license) seven times under the words cu- 
rate, effrenation, fly, imparl, imparlance, limiter, and scurrilous : He has* abridgement, con- 
trary to his text f abridgment) under the word cote : He has spelled paroquet, paroket, and 
perroquet, three different ways in his text ; and, under the word anaca, he has spelled it par- 
okeet, and under lory he has spelled it parroquet,6<tfA contrary to all three of the words in his text! 
Hehas diarrhnea ana diarrhoea, both contrary to his text(diarrhea)under the words lax, looseness, 
coeliac and colliquative ! He has carcase, contrary to his text (carcass)under the words anhima, 
corps, mortar, and quarter : He has liquorice, contrary to his text (licorice) under astragal and 
ginseng : He has asafoetida, and assafctida, both contrary to his text (asafetida) under bag and 
gumresin ! He has ribband and ribbon, both contrary to his text(ribin)under flare and pendent! 
He has sirrup and syrup, both contrary to his text (sirup) under the words capillaire, consist- 
ency, eclegm, hippocras, and lohock : He has cameleon and chamelion, both contrary to his 
text (chameleon) under knack and lizard ! He has etherial, contrary to his text (ethereal),/^ 
times under the words heaven, quintessence, skim, same and region : He has sallad, contra- 
ry to his text (salad) under the words beetradish and lenten : He has Serjeant, contrary to 
his text (sergeant) under the words advocate, attorney, counsel, lawyer, and petit : He has 
merchandize, contrary to his text (merchandise) eighteen times under the words article, book- 
keepi 
port, 

text x ^ _, t _. v 7 

cy, answer, oafi; benight, cash-keeper, charge, commend, commission, commit, commitment, 
confide, concredit, confident, confider, counsel, defaulter, delegate, demand, deposite, eleemosy- 
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ry, embezzle, employ, financier, guardian, intimate, lovetule, office, paymaster, peoulnut, 
peeillalion, peculator, privy-seal, regency, responsible, and sequestration; He has wee, 
contrary lo his text (wo) Mi times under the words deliver, epoch, eternize, feel, join, 
mockery, mortal, pineful, pomp, and respond; He has ensnare, contrary lo his ten 
(insnare) twenty-six times under the words benet, caption?, captive, catch, deceit, deceive, 
■nd their derivatives, entoil, entrap, gudgeon, hamper, liook, JUJupuaOa, luck, mean, noose, 

Sand take : He has caravansera, contrary to his text (caravansary) under ammonia ; 
has enterprizc, contrary to his text (enterprise) eight times under the words abandon, 
adventure and its derivatives, advisedly, chevisance, expedition, and over: He has tran- 
quility, contrary to his text (tranquillity) tirrli-i: times under the words composedness, agi- 
tation, composure, disquiet and its derivatives, halcyon, and under quiet and its derivatives : 
He has decyphcr, contrary to his text ( decipher) under tin- words blu/.oii.-.d mid rijiher: He 
hasphrenzy, contrary to his text (phrensy) under piireni lis : He has bishoprick, contrary to 
his t*xt(bi«imprie) under creel ion : lit hiu baniiieHk, contrary 10 bis text (hammoc) under 
nesting: He has courtezan, contrary to his text (courtesan) under penitent: lie has liighth- 
en and (tighten, both contrary to his leit (heighten) under tin v. mil irritate. iu ice under 
enhance, and twice under exaggerate! He lias plough, contrary to his i,-xt (plow) under 
new: He has faulchion, contrary to his text (falchion) under bile mid saber: He has 
iiitrtat, contrary to his text (entreat) under the win;, nppi trnee. deprecate, and obsecrale: 
He has Vermillion, rontrory to his text (vermiliuii) under Jin words miniate and minimis: 
He haschuse, contrary to his tell (['.hoosc) twice ■mdi.! 1 arl-itrnlion: He has guaranteed, 
contrary to his text (guorciiii.icii) under pere-e 1 [.-■ Li. cauldron, contrary lo his text (cal- 
dron'] under enchant and flaw: II.- lias u-.iggr.u. contrary lo lii> leu (wagon) under caisson 
a nil inatross: He has woodchnck, contrary in his l.e.vl (woodehuk) under marmot: He has 
liable, contrary to his text (hazel) under eiiikin, cobnut, joins, nut, and rod: He lias 
enquire, contrary t<i his text (inquire) under beseech, diameter, consulling, consulted, and 
none: He has also enquiry, contrary to his test (inquiry) under arrive, eiumen, consult, 
and curious: He has maize, contrary to his tc.vi (niiiiv.) nailer ailiciilaiion, brtadcorn, cop. 
and broomcorn; He has reverie, contrary to his Lext(rovcry) once under dump, and three 
times under discntrance: He has inlreaty, contrary lo his text (entreaty) under depreca- 
tion, flexible, and obsecration: He bus trill iib-w.-r. contrary to his text (gillyflower) under 
carnation, coryphylloid, lay, and damewort: He has spinnet, contrary to his tin (spin,:;) 
twice under manichord : He has spiggot, contrary lo his text (spigot) under fuunel: Ho 
has crumb, contrary to bis tell (crum) under particle: lie Una neiirbni'itr. contrary to his 
le»t (neighbor) under recess : He has flageolet, contrary lo his ten ((Well t) under recor- 
der: He has tambour, contrary to his ten (taintior) under morrice; He has penny less 
contrary lo his text i penniless) under less: lie bus vertebrae, contrary lo bis text (v. richer) 
under loin and nack: He has girroc, contrary lo his ten (girrork) under Incerliis: He 
has eritick, contrary to his text (critic) under persuade : He has antick, contrary to 
bia text (antic) under mummer: He has fibre, contrary lo his text (fiber) under 
fihrolitc and peristaltic: He has avoirdupoisc, contrary to his text (avoirdupois) 
— '— bahar and decagram: He has centinel, contrary to his text (sen-line)) under 



garret : He has pontiff, contrary to bis lex: (pout if) under nsiari-h, I, una, and pupal: 

tins raccoon, contrary to his text (racoon) under ruati : He has burthen, contrary i 

it (burden) seven times under barge, buss, enl, coaster, condition, and manage: Hi 



lialluster, contrary to his iexi(baluster)undernavc, and twice under mil: He has bulhis- 
trsde, contrary to hisl>:n i balustrade) under rail and sanctuary : He has havoc, contrary lo 
his text (havock) under fray : He has engraft, contrary to his ten ( in^rat'< )Jirc tunes under 
npplegrnft, cleftgraft, receive, and imp: He has pretence, contraryiu bis tell (ptetenne) 
under belie, government, hypocrisy, and maroon: He has preterite, contrary lo his hut 
(preterit) under arose, ate, and conge : He has benaftlted, contrary to his text (In ucuird) 
He has analyse, contrary to bis n-ii j run lyre ) under hedcnlvrgite and 



reviewed: He has anglicise, contrary to his text (anglicize ) under 

He hm gamut, contrary to his text (ganimnt) under seals and Uie letter F: He lias enwrap. 

contrary to his text On wrap) sir. times under rircumplicitlion, intrigue, infold, roll, and 



whipped: He has tailler, contrary to his text (saddler) under ihe words artificer and awl-. 
He has partisan, contrary to his text (partisan) [hvt limes under contention and Jacobite! 
He has cimitar, contrary to his text (cimitcr) under saber: He has pedlar, contrary to his 
text (pedler)/i«ir times under hawker, piepoudre and hut-Jester: He has gypsi y, contrary 
to his text (gipsey)/"i"'limes under bind, cymbal, deny, and dent: He has h albert, con- 
n urv lo his text (halberd) tk-rrr times under ficldstarT. glair, and sergeant: He has ton, 
contrary to his text llua\Jive limes under caravel, freight, and prisagc : He has sulkey, 
contrary to his text (sulky) under carriage: He lias casque, contrary to bis text (cask) 
under harness and armor: He hasbutoon and baton in ihe text, but under the wnrd scarp 
he has bnttnon. contrary lo both of them! He hns supi nniei.ilanec, com no y to his icxt 

^superintendence) under chancellor, consignee, and seneschal : He has tafi: ay, contrary to 
lis text (taffeta) under aridas and fair: He has embosom, contrary to his teu, 
(imbosom) under imposing and isle: He has cmnminel, cooling v. \ii* vei\ ' ,• 
three times underpclil and jury I He has Urner, tovilitcrv Vi \m ball t&fd*^ W«ft «£*£*« 
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and drinkinghouso : Ho has also tipling, contrary to his text (tippling) under alehouse \ 
He has tatling, contrary to his text f tattling) under futile and garrulity : He has also tailor, 
contrary to his text (tattler) under blow : He has turnip, contrary to his text (turnep) under 
rape : He has stupify, contrary to his text (stupefy) under doze, drunk, dull, and fox : He 
has frolic, contrary to his text (trolick) under ape and curvet: He has slyly ? contrary to 
his text (slily) under closely, peep, and subtly : He has clue, contrary to his text (clew) 
under goosewing: He has dependant, contrary to his text (dependent) four times under 
hangeron, retainer, and satellite : He has headache, contrary to his text (headach) five 
times under complain, for, and cephalic : He has saviour,contrary to his text (savior} under 
scene : He has fulness, contrary to his text (fullness) under hlissfulness', branchinees, 
buff el, and complement: He has dulness, contrary to nis text (dullness) under amblyojpy 
and constitutional : He has respite, contrary to his text (respit) under act and breath : He 
has unskilful, contrary to his tetft (unskillful; under artless and bad : He has unskilfully, 
contrary to his text (unsk ill fully) j^^ times under badly, botch, botched, ignorant, and ignp- 
ranthr ! He has musrol, under bit, and mussroll under martingal, both contrary to tdm 
text (musrole) ! He has parsnip, contrary to his text (parsnep) under caraway: He has 
furze, contrary to his text (furz) under crake and kid: He has fulfil, contrary to his text 
r fulfill) eleven times — once under each of the words accomplish, complete, compliment, 
defaulting, effectuate, engagement, and four times under comply ! He has traveller, contrary 
to his text (traveler) under caravan : He has worshipping, contrary to his text (worship- 
ing) under fornication : He has worshipper, contrary to his text (worshiper) under gen- 
tile: He has whiskey, contrary to his text (whisky) under spirit: He has wilfulness, 
contrary to his text (willfulness) under form : He nas skilfulness, contrary to his text 
(skillfulness) under featness : He has worshipped, contrary to his text (worshiped) five 
times under abracadabra, achor, adored, feticism, and profess : He has wilfully, contrary 
to his text (willfully) under contumacious and prevaricate : He has duellist, contrary to his 
text (duelist) under bravery and combatant : He has revelling, contrary to his text (revel- 
ing) four times — once under carouse, and three times under bacchanalian ! He has dialling, 
contrary to his text (dialing) four times — once under each of the words declinator and horo- 
loge, and twice under gnomonics ! He has wilful, contrary to his text (willful) three times 
under barratry, contumacy, and guilt : He has thresh, contrary to his text (thrash) four 
times under beat, grant, pile, and stover : He has travelling, contrary to -his text (traveling) 
512: times under circulatorious, coach, fancy, far, forge, gest: He has fulfilment, contrary 
to his text (fu1fillment)/0ur times under breach, break, compliment, and expletion: He has 
skilfully , contrary to his text (skillfully) five times under artfully, defly, dextrousry, discern- 
ingly, and fencing : He has skilful, contrary to his text (skillful) twenty-seven times— 
once under each of the words adroit, adroitly, agriculturist, artist, connoisseur, cope, dancer, 
deftly, distance, exercised, experienced, expert, expertly, express, feat, fierceness, find, man- 
ager, please, and twice under each of the words clever, con, cunning, and dextrous 1 dec. dec. 

When I commenced the exposition of the discrepances in the orthography of the defini- 
tions and text in the American Dictionary, I intended to show all which! had discovered; 
but they are so numerous that the limits of this review will not permit me to pursue the ex- 
position farther. I have already shown between seven and eight hundred discrepances of 
this kind, and have noted about five hundred others. Enough has been given, it is believed*, 
however, to convince the reader of the evident want of uniformity and consistency in the 
orthography of the definitions and text. The candid reader can readily judge whether it ia 
justifiable on the part of Mr. Webster to censure or condemn Johnson's discrepances in his 
definitions and text, when he has more than twelve hundred in his own dictionary, some of 
which are evidently copied from Johnson's dictionary, for they appear under the same words- 
in both dictionaries ! [See pages 13, 15, 16, and 17.] Having thus pointed out some of the most 
prominent defects, inconsistencies, and contradictions in the American Dictionary, which 
are much more numerous than in any other dictionary, I will now show, that the " innova- 
tions and anomalies" introduced by Mr. Webster in his several books, have done more to in- 
troduce irregularity in orthography, than all of the other works published in this country and 
in England within fifty years, even if we take his American Dictionary for the " Standard." 
I will also show that nearly all of the errours in spelling which now appear on almost every 
page of the best written books and periodical publications, and in nearly every column of 
our newspapers, have been introduced and kept in use through the medium of his Spelling- 
Book and former dictionaries, the orthography of which is now rejected by him in his 
American Dictionary ! 

First: he spelled a great many words in the spelling lessons of his Spelling-Book, con- 
trary to the text of all his dictionaries, and thai of Johnson and Walker; and, this contra- 
dictory orthography has been continued in his Spelling-Book and dictionary more than 
twenty years ! ! 

Thus, ancle, achievment, boult, bass, (a long,) biggen, chace, calimanco, chalibeate, 

cholic, clench, cobler, doat, epaulette, enthral, etherial, faggot, frolic, fellon, grey, goslin, 

hindrance, halloe, impale, jocky, laste, laquey. neerociate, noggen, phrenzy, paroxism^ 

rince, ttadler, saUad, staunch, streight, seignor, ** *hresh, cVc Ac, instead of ankle, 

achievement, bolt, base, biggin, chase, calara ie, colic^ clinch, cobbler, dots* 
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epaulet, inthral, ethereal, fagot, frolick, felon, gray, gosling, hinderance, halloo, empale, 
jockey, last, lackey, negotiate, noggin, phrensy, paroxysm, rinse, saddler, salad, stanch, 
straight, seignior, shore, tatder, thrash, oxc. &c. 

The first and incorrect spelling of these words above noted, will not only be found in our 
best publications and newspapers of the present day, but so great has been the influence of 
the incorrect orthography of these words, that not less than ten or fifteen authors of Spelling- 
Books, compiled since Webster's, in this country, have copied most of these errours from 
Mr. Webster's Spelling-Book ! and even Mr. Webster " himself" has spelled nearly all of 
these words in this erroneous manner in the definitions of the American Dictionary ! f [See 
pages 16, 17, and 18, of this Review.] 

Secondly : he has spelled many words in his dictionary published in 1806, contrary to his 
Spelling-Book, and also contrary to his dictionary published in 1817: thus, abridgment, 
buccaneer, callico, doctrin, determin, enterprise, examin, havock, medicin, opposit, perquisit, 
requisit, &c. dec. 

Thirdly : he has spelled many words in his dictionary published in 1817, contrary to hif 
Spelling- Book, and also contrary to his dictionary published in 1806 : thus, aidecamp, bucair 
neer, enrollment, pnumatics, sepulchre, tennon, woolen, &c. &c. 

Fourthly : in his dictionary published in 1817, he changed the orthography of many 
words, which, in the dictionary of 1806, were contrary to his Spelling-Book, and: conformed 
.them to the orthography of his Spelling-Book, in accordance with the dictionaries of Johnson 
and Walker : thus, apposite, blameable, calico, determine, doctrine, examine, medicine, op- 
posite, perquisite, requisite, &c. &c. 

Fifthly : he spelled many words in both his former dictionaries contrary to his Spelling- 
Book, which he has now spelled, in the American Dictionary, agreeably to his former 
J3pelling-Book, and in accordance with the orthography of Johnson and Walker! thus, 
apostrophe, avoirdupois, bombasin, catastrophe, imagine, libertine, mackerel, quadrille, 
quarantine, radish, Ac. &c. 

Sixthly: he has now, in the American Dictionary, spelled many words agreeably to John- 
son and Walker, but which were spelled differently from them in both his former dictionaries 
and Spelling-Book, whereby, an orthography has for many years been taught through the 
medium of those books, which he now* acknowledges to have been erroneous, by adopting 
the orthography of Johnson and Walker in these words : thus, bucanier, diphthong, guaran- 
ty, (verbj merchandise, potato, raillery, triphthong, &c. &c. 

Seventhly : he has introduced many " innovations" in the American Dictionary, which 
he has not " reduced to uniformity/' and has, therefore, increased,, rather than diminished 
the " anomalies" in our language. [See pages 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 : see also pages, 47. 48* 
49, &c.j -oiii. 

Thus I have endeavoured to examine the American Dictionary fairly and candidly, and 
to compare it with the dictionaries of Johnson, Walker ? Jameson, Todd, and others, and 1 
regret the conclusion, that it is more erroneous, less uniform and consistent, than any one 
of them, and, if adopted as " A Standard," must lay the foundation of more numerous con- 
tradictions and " anomalies'* than at present exist in the language. And here I could wish 
that I did not feel myself bound to animadvert upon what I deem llliberality on the part of the 
author of the American Dictionary towards former lexicographers, most of whom are now 
" beyond the reach, and out of hearing of his complaints," and, therefore, unable to answer 
him. If the author of the American Dictionary, who has enjoyed the advantages of their 
publications, has more contradictions y inconsistencies, and anomalies, than they have, and 
more than twelve hundred discrepances in his text and definitions, surely charity should 
have induced him to throw a mantle over half of that number in the earlier works of John- 
son, Walker, and others. If he can claim to be justified in violating his men rules and 
principles in the great number of instances shown in this review, surely other lexicographers 
may claim commiseration for minor " anomalies" and less important " contradictions. If 
the real object of the author of the American Dictionary was " to purify the language from 
palpable errors, and reduce the number of its anomalies ; to resoae it from the mischievous 
influence of sciolists, and that dabbling spirit of innovation whick is perpetually disturbing ita 
settled usages ;" it is difficult to conceive upon what principle? he can justify the number of ' 
innovations, CONTRADICTIONS, and anomalies, with which his work abounds. 



REVIEW 



or 



WEBSTER'S OCTAVO DICTIONARY. 



[ The copy, quoted in this Review, beats date 1831.] 

Subsequent to the publication of the "Quarto American Dictionary," Mr. Webster in- 
formed thepublick (through the medium of the New York Evening Post, May 38, 1829,) 
that an abridgment of this quarto, in an octavo form, would soon be published, which would 
" comprise all the words in the quarto, with some additions, and with the chief etymologies 
and full definitions." From this advertisement, we might reasonably infer that the orthog- 
raphy in the quarto and in the octavo, agree in the text if not in the definitions. I have com- 
pared all the contradictions, inconsistencies, and anomalies, which I have pointed out as 
contained in the quarto, with the octavo abridgment; and I will now show the result of that 
comparison. This exposition, it is presumed, will be considered proper and fair ; for, al- 
though it is stated in the preface to the octavo abridgment, that " as the author of the origi- 
nal work has intrusted the superintendence of the Abridgment to another person, he is not to 
be considered as responsible for any of the modifications already alluded to. The quarto edi- 
tion will, of course, be considered as presenting his exact views of the proper arrangement 
and exhibition of words in respect to their orthography and pronunciation ;" yet it is be- 
lieved that he (Mr. Webster) is and should be responsible for the correctness or incorrect- 
ness of the orthography in the octavo, inasmuch as it is titled with his name, and not Worces- 
ter's, and is given to the publick under his authority only, the name of Air. Worcester not 
appearing on the titlepage, or at the end of the preface. I shall, therefore, consider the octa* 
yo Webster's, and, with this opinion, shall proceed to point out the variations in orthography 
from the quarto, made in the octavo—that a part of the orthography objected to in the prece- 
ding review has been changed in the text of the octavo, agreeably to the orthography of 
Johnson and Walker — that nearly all the contradictions and inconsistencies in the orthog- 
raphy of the text still remain in the octavo; and, 1 will, also show in what manner « tvj 
wherein many of the discrepances in the text and definitions of the quarto, " are corrected" in 
die octavo, viz. by changing the orthography in the text of the octavo, and making it agree- 
able to the orthography of Walker ! The other discrepances, with few exceptions, remain 
as in the quarto. The inconsistencies and contradictions in the orthography of the class 
of words which end in ck, pointed out on paces 7 and 8, remain the same in the octavo, ex- 
cept the following which are contradictory : thus, 
Quarto. Octavo. 

Almanack, Almanac, 



Hemlock, 
Mattock, 



Hemloc, 
Mattoc, 



Quarto. 
Hattock, 
Hillock, 
Almanack-maker. 



Oetavo, 
Hattoc, 
HiUoe, 
Almanac-maker. 



The following inconsistency in the quarto, pointed out on page 8, is retained in the octa- 
vo. He has spelled mimic, when a noun, without k, and with it when a verb; yet, he has 
made no such distinction in the words frolick and trafick, having spelled them with k in 
both eases. 

The class of words which usually end in re, Mr. Webster spelled in the quarto with er, as 
stated on page 9; thus accouter, center, maneuver, &c and their derivatives; and these 
words were thus spelled in the definitions in thequarto : but we find these words and their 
derivatives changed in the octavo agreeable to Walker, and also in the definitions, although 
Mr, Webster has strongly condemned this termination re, in the introduction to the quarto 1 
Mr. Webster remarks, " in the present instance, want of uniformity is not the only evil.~ 
The present orthography has introduced an awkward mode of writing the derivatives, for 
example, centred, sceptred, sepulchred" Yet, we find these words and their derivatives spell- 
ed re in the octavo in the text and definitions, agreeably to Walker and Johnson, contrary to 
the principle .above quoted which is contained in the quarto ! Thus they appear in the two 
dictionaries; 



Quarto, 
Accouter, 

Aeeouterfng; 
AAcotttejoed. 
AecoHterments, 
Anptftheater, 



Octavo, 
Accoutre, i 
Accouter, } 
Accoutring, 
Accoutred^ 
Accoutrements, 
Amphitheatre, 1 
Amphitheater, J 



Quarto. 
Center, 

Centering, 

Centered, 

Concenter, 

Q>BCifinjUT' n F| 



Octavo. 
Centre, ) 
Center, ) 
Centring, 
Centred, 
Concentre, ) 
Concenter, \ 
CoocjRtrinf, 
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Concentered, 
Fiber, 

Maneuver,(». 



Maneuvering, 
Maneuvered, 

Meter, 



Ocher, 
Oclteroui, 



•.(*) | 



Fiber, J 

I v.) Munasuvi 

Manteuvre, (u.) J 

Manosuvred, 
Metre, " 






Mitre, (P.) 
Mitred, 
Nitre, > 
Niter, J 
Ochre, ) 
Ocher, { 
Ochreous, 
Sceptre, I 



Quarto. 
Sepulchtr, {«> n 



Sep niche ring, 
Sepulchered, 
Specter, 



Imbre, I 

55 I 

laber, \ 
labre, ( 



Theatre, ( Theater, ( 

Masaacer, i , »„■, Massacre, 1 
Massacre, J * ' "' Massacer, J 



Sceptred, 
if.) Sepulchre, («.) 1 
Sepulcher, J 

Sepulchre, (v.) J 
Sepulchring, 
Sepulchred, 
Spectre, ) 
Specter, j 
Vertebre, ) 
Vertcber, j 
Ombre, 1 
Omber, f 



Thus 

words above given, eicept in reeonnoitei 

spelled er, contrary to all of the others in t 

n the quarto I and the 



n re is preferred in all cases in the class of 
^.nnoitcnng, and rccou noilered which he has 
a of the octavo ! : and, that cr is preferred in 
all cases in the definitions in the octavo, but 
n the quarto, as center, luster, &c. centre, lustre, &c. so dim iln-t.- tin hv »d reds oT con- 
tradictions in the orthography of this class of words in tin: definiiinnu ui'ilu: ipuirlo and octa- 
vo ! This class of words forms one of the most prominent distinctions between the orthogra- 
phy of Mr. Walker and Wcbsitr, mid it Uaae. fur whiHi Mr. W.'li-ttr and thi; ti u'nds ofthe 
rirto claim as much as for that of any odicr pretended imphovemknt in the orthography of 
American Dictionary ; and, Mr. Webster hiis condemned the orthography <if the termi- 
nation re (both in the quarto and in his dictionary published in IBOH) umii ,<(ro«^?y than 
that of any other class of words in which he disagrees with Jt.ilmj.uii mid Walker! The 
contradictions between the quart" and octavo in tins class of words aluite, (in the text and 



definitions,') 
Dictionary I 

The class of words which usually 



than all the contradictions contained in the " 



e of Johnson's 



ff, Mr. Webster, in the quarto, spelled generally 

with single/, in the dissyllables and trisyllables, cither in his ten or in die " corrections 
at the close (if hi.- ilieiininu'y ; mid, In- ir<ivt ilm n-n^k I the pr.lV-i'ciii.'t ; but, in the octavo he 
has spelled these words differently and lias preferred the ff, both in die ten and definitions ! 



the definitions in the octavo! 

Uvoaud quarto : thus — 

Quarto, Octant). 

Bailiff (ted) Bailiff* 

BailifTcnRRECTioNs) Bailif t 



'(text) 

Dandruf (cor.) 

Mastiff (text) 

Mttstifiwr.) 

Plaintif 

Pontif 

Archpontiff 

Hwili?(».) 



Caitiff) 

Caitif J 

Dandruff 

Mastiff* 

Mastif J 

Plaintiff) 

Plaintif ( 

Pontiff) 

Pontif J 

Aivhpontiff 

Resliffrn.) 

Restiffness 

Hestiff),-.. 

Rtstif |W 



d drfiiiiriims in this class of words 

•ctti in the octavo." The words of 

. i;iiiisiTniciitly ihi'ni words agree with 

d in the manner following, m the oc- 

rte. Octavo. 

Sheriff) 



Shcrif 

Deputysheriff 

Boundbailiff 

Bumbailiff 

Undersherif 

Distaff 

SSF* 

CtiffOif) 
C!if(<w.) 
DistaQUustle 
Tariff*, ft o.) 



Sherif t 

Deputy sheriff 

Deputy shcrif 

IVmmll.Mllin' 

Bumbailiff 

tJnderatwrSl 

Distaff 

Hippogriff 

Midriff 



?,<•■> 
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Quarto. 


Octavo. 


Quarto. 


Octavo, 


Sherifdom 


Sheriffdom 


Shenfwick 


Sheriffwick 


Sherifship 


Sheriffship 


Undersherifry 


Undershertffiy. 



From an examination of the orthography of the preceding class of words, we shall discov- 
er that the termination ff is preferred m every instance in the octavo, both in the text and 
■definitions; and, that their orthography is contradictory in the quarto, although single/ is 
preferred in that dictionary ! [See page 10.] 

The contradictory manner in which the words that end with ance, anse, and ense t in the 
quarto, pointed out on page 10, remains the same in the octavo, except entrance. 

In the orthography of the words which end withcA or eke, pointed out as contradictory 
In the quarto, on page 10, a number of variations has been made in the octavo ; thus, 



Quarto. Octavo. 

Ache > Ache > 

Ake J Ake J 

Aching > Aching > 

Aking J Aking J 



■ Quarto. Octavo. 

Unaking Unaching 

Boneache Boneache 

Headach Headache 

Heartach Heartache 



In defining ake, he has toothofo with k, contrary to his text, toothache, as in the quarto ! 

The contradictions and inconsistencies in the orthography of the class of words which 
•end in / or U, pointed out on page 11, remain the same m the octavo in the text ; but, a few 
•corrections have been made in the definitions, under the words baggage, abetting, accom- 
plishment, bilk, find-fault, drivel, and abracadabra. Nearly all of the other contradictions 
pointed out on page 12, remain in the octavo, as vizard with z, unvisard with s, Ac 

The innovations and inconsistencies pointed out on page 12, remain in the octavo, except 
the following; thus — 



Quarto. Octavo. 

Etherialize ) .,...., Etherealize > 
Etherialized $ Addtttons - Etherealized J 
Allegeable Alledgeable 



Quarto. Octavo. 

AUegemeat Alledgement 

Thumring Thumbring 

Thumstafi Thumbstall 



He has gimMet with b in the definition of the word bore, in the octavo. 

It will be seen by reference to page 13, that I pointed out several rules and principles which 
a. " Standard of Orthography" should possess in an eminent degree ; and on that page particu- 
larly specified wherein the quarto is objectionable, as the same words are differently spelled 
in the text and in the definitions, and that there is want of decision in this particular which 
is a paramount objection to the adoption of any dictionary as a " Standard of Orthog- 



raphy" 



The objections preferred against the orthography of the quarto are thus given on page 13 : 
First — he has spelled many words in two different ways without having men a preference, 
-each of which he has defined precisely or nearly alike, and these words hare been spelled 
but one way in hw former dictionaries, and in the dictionaries of Johnson, Walker, Ac: 
Secondly— he has, m usin^ the words thus differently spelled in his text, in defining other 




that which he has preferred : Fourthly — he has. in many instances, changed the orthogra- 
phy of a word, and inserted the former orthography, and has referred the reader to the new 
spelling ; but he has changed the orthography of other words without having given the 
former orthography, or any reference to it : Fifthly — he has many words that are spelled 
two different ways in his text, which he has coupled, sometimes even without reference to 
their alphabetical arrangements, so that the reader can seethe different spelling of the same 
word at once; but he has other words differently spelled which ore not thus coupled, which 
is a great inconvenience : Sixthly — he has, in his text, coupled many words which he has 
spelled in two different ways with one first in its alphabetical arrangement, and in another 
place the other word first, agreeably to the alphabetical arrangement of that word, in this 
manner, alternately giving each word, thus coupled, a preference by placing it first 1 

As examples have been given under each of the preceding classes on pages 14 and 15, the 
reader is referred to them on those pages. 

All of the defects pointed out on page 14, contained in the quarto, are generally the same 
in the octavo. The defects shown on page 15, contained in the quarto, are generally the 
same in the octavo. In defining the words feather, leather, steady, &c. he has not used 
these words without a, as in the quarto ! The same may be said of the word sovereign, 
w)uch is not spelled suveran in the definitions of the octavo, as in the quarto ! He has not 
coupled the words chemist and chimist, chemistry and chimistry, &c in the quarto, but has 
in the octavo, the same with regard to sovereign and suveran / In the quarto he has spelled 
chimistry with i in the first syllable, and has given thit orthography the preference j and, 
he has ajso a note in the quarto in which he shows that this word should be spelled with », 



" 
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and ho bus thus spelled the won! ehiiviisiry mid iis dci-ivni i v, ■-.■* fijler. a limes in the definitions 
of the same tvords, but in the octavo he has spelled ohi rroietty .mil its derivatives with e, 
and has given [he words the full definitions after this orthography ; and, lie has also spelled 
the word ehr mis Iry and its derivatives wilh e in the definitions in die Mam, cuifraj-yto the 
quarto in all cases 1 Thus the words appear in the quarto and in the octavo : 



Chimical "I —j. 

Chimiaf 7 [** 
Chimistry I mll °* 



- 



Chemical 
Chemically 1 Full 
Chemist \defi- 
Chernistry ' — 

'.■■liiiiii.Miy 
Chimical 
Chemical 



Quarto. 



Chimically »' 
Chemically y 



Alehimical 

Alchimienlly 

Alchimist 



Alchemical 
Alchcmically 



Alchemy 



Prom an examination of the presiding list, vie. shall psiYeivc that lie has given i the prep 
erence both in the text and definitions nf I he quarto; and, that he has given f die preference 
in this class of words in the text and definitions nf tlie octavo in alt cases ! In the first 
in of the octavo, (1839) he spelled afchi my and its derivatives with;, but in this edition, 
' ■' i toe, to agree with chtmisiry ! Wa. iliir, Ji.ihj Iry .Mr. Webster'* 
healchimy and its derivatives with i in tlie duodecimo dictionary, 



(1831, he has , 

consent 1 If so, why 
bearing the jame date, 

He has spelled plow and 

lives with oiigk in the octavt 

Quarto. I 

Flo* (». 4 (J.) 






ves with w 



i the quarto, but plough and its derira- 



Plnw-alma 
Plow-bota 
Plow-boy 
Plowed 



Plow |* 

Plough (».) 

Plough-alms 

Plough- Ijote 

Plough-boy 

Ploughed 

Plougher 



it glaring a 



Quarto. 
Plowing fppr.) 
Plowing (i.) 
Plow-land 
Plow-man 
Plow-momlay 
Plow-share 
Unplowed 
Drillplow 



Ploughing fppr.) 

Ploughing fV) 

Plough-land 

Plough-man 

Plough-mondav 

Ploughshare 

Uiipioughcd 

Drillulough 



ui possibly exiat in 
ine te»L ui uie qunrui, aim Ollgh ill nil imsits in 
e told by Mr. Webster that " one very important 
o reduce to v niforviitij, die ordiography of a great ni ' 
n by different authors." In the quarto, pOJW is ■ 

s spelled with "*gh, but under br/at i 
'til'' in the ouarlo. and a tt'lvli'V/rbed. DO 



In thisclaaa of words there are the 
a dictionary ; ™ ia preferred in ail ei 
the ten. of the octavo! And yet we 
object of this aeries of hooks, is 

of words which are differendy written by different nurhurs." In the quarto, plow ia spelled 
with™ in the definitions; but in the octavo it is anxnethnca with no and somettDMM with (•**"*: 
as under plough and its derivatives it is spcllod with «nxit, hut under Area* it ia spelled 
with™.' He has " ti n/il'iircd, mil. pl-irrd' in die ^uarin. 111 ul ■■ tut/'tj'i'fcied, not ploughed" 
in the octavo! although under break it is unplaved with ok 1 

He has, in the quarto, spelled furlow with MO, and bus given [be following note in sup- 
port of his new orthography : " the common orthography jZrloMgl iaoorrupt. as the last 
syllable exhibits false radical consonants. The true orthography is fuitvic ,-" and he has 
spelled it fitrlov in the definitions in die quarto; but in ihe octavo he has apelled it both 
ways, anil has given ough the preference both in the text and definitions ! Thus — 



Furlow(».) leave of absence. 
Farlow (o.) to/«r»uA with afurlme. 



Octa* 



££?!*■'»"»-■>« 



Furlough 
| Furlow 



-. to furnish withafitrhmgh. 



In the quarto he has spelled iriasffW without r, in the Is 
former orthography, bridegroom, " such a gross romij'tion or blunder ought not to remain ■ 
reproach to philology ;" yet in the octavo the word is changed back to the orthography of 
Walker and Johnson, contrary to the quo no and Ihe preceding note, so that bridegoom, ' 
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He has, in the quarto, spelled ribin with single b, and in; but in the octavo he has spell- 
ed it three ways ! and he has given ribbon the preference, both in the text and in the defini- 
tions of the octaro! Thus, in defining ribin and its derivatives, and in defining the word 
millinery, he has, in the quarto, spelled it in all cases ribin } but in the octavo ribbon in the 
same situation ! The words appear in the following manner, in the two dictionaries : 

Quarto. Octavo. 



Ribin (».) 



Riband, (See Ribbon.) 

Ribbon, J % 

Ribin, 1 

Ribbon, (v. to adorn with ribbons!) 



Ribin, (v. to adorn wtthribins!) 

In the quarto he has spelled drouth with th as the preferable orthography, and has given 
the following note : " This is usually written drought, after the Belgic dialect; but improp- 
erly ;" but in the octavo drought is placed first as the preferable orthography in that dic- 
tionary ! thus — 



Quarto. Octavo. 

Drouth, Drought, ) 

Drouth ) 



Quarto. Octavo. 

Drouthiness, Droughtiness, 

Drouthiness, 
Drouthy, Droughty, > 

Drouthy. y 



i 



He has in the quarto, spelled Melasses with e in the first syllable ; and has said " Mo- 
lasses, an incorrect orthography oimzlasses ;" but in the octavo he has given molasses the 
preference by placing it first in the text, and has not given melasses in its place agreeable to 
alphabetical arrangement ! 

In the quarto, he has spelled porpess with ess in the last syllabi*, and has not given any 
reference to the former orthography porpoise; but in the octavo he has spelled it three ways 
porpoise, porpus, porpess, oise, us, and ess, and has given porpoise the preference by placing 
it first, and porpess, the orthography of the quarto, last! ! ! And yet he says on page 1* of his 
pamphlet, recently published ; " Porpoise is a mere blunder I" In the quarto, ne has spelled 
nighlmar without final e, but in the octavo he has spelled it nightmare and nightmar, with 
e and without it, and has given with e the preference ; and, in the quarto, he has also in de- 
fining incubus spelled nightmar without e, but in the octavo with it ! 

He has, in the quarto, spelled hagard, when an adjective and noun with one g, and hag- 
ardly with one g also, ana in defining haeardly he has hagard with oneg; but, in the octa- 
vo, he has spelled haggard, noun and adjective, and haggardly, with gg ; and, also in defi- 
ning haggardly, he has spelled haggard with gg I 

Nearly all the discrepances in the text and definitions of the quarto, pointed out on pages 
16, 17 and 18, remain the same in the octavo. Perhaps one hundred of the eight hundred 
u are corrected" in the octavo, mostly, however, by changing the orthography in the text of 
the octavo, and making it agreeable to the orthography of Walker and Johnson ! 

The limits of this review will not permit me to pursue the exposition of the' contradic- 
tions in orthography between Webster's quarto and octavo dictionaries. The critical read- 
er who wishes to know more of the " uniformity" of Mr. Webster's works, can pursue the 
subject, and examine more fully and minutely. I think, however, that enough has been 
shown, to convince every impartial scholar of the impropriety, injustice, and absurdity of 
his condemnation of all English Dictionaries for want of "uniformity," when there are not 
in existence two English or American Dictionaries which disagree in orthography as much 
as Webster's quarto and octavo dictionaries disagree ! And yet Mr. Webster hat stated 
on page 1 of his pamphlet, published during the past year, that " one very important object 
of this series of books, (quarto, octavo, school dictionary, and Elementary Spelling Book,) 4s 
to reduce to uniformity the orthography of a great number of words which are differently 
written by different authors" ! 

With regard to the justness of these remarks by Mr. Webster, the candid publick must 
decide, after having read attentively and critically the preceding and following pages of dtf + 
review. 




WEBSTER'S DUODECIMO DICTIONARY 



[ The copy, quiJri! in Ikis /.'■ n't ir, S'jijj dale 1831.] 
A pew month i after iln- ] -nl jI i i-nt inn of ill'- n.-invn dictionary. Mr. Webster publialied "A 

Dictionary of the English Language ; aliridged t'nini the American Diet binary, for iho 

use of Primary Schools and die i 'oiuu.ini;. House. " 

In the preface tn [his (duodecimo) dictionary, pus* '3- in speaking r>f I tit orthography of 

the quarto and octavo dictionaries, lie has staled. tlniL " sunn errors in oiiliography escaped 

observation ;" and farther remarks, " Um the number of these 1 am noL able to as - 

as it is not probable that I shall ever ajrain read the whole i " 

My in 

peal to tlie synpaU-iis of the community, relative to the, errors which had been discover- 
ed in his works, instead uf seeking " re/vx." Ikis travelled almost without cessation, 
making speeches in flic different cities and large villages, r".if :l g ' lia new system (if 
spelling, and, at the same time, cotuteiuuiitg Johnson, Walker, and others ; and hus used 
every effort to make "proselytes," although he has stated in his pamphlet, page S, that 
" personal application lias been made !>y rutini.isu comi-iluhs. lu teachers and others, for 
the. purpose of inducing them lo lay aside my bunk (alluding ui his Spelling- Book) and use 
their own"!] Agnin; he says, on page 2, " tliia duodecimo volume, my last work, all 
written and corrected by uiy-i If,'' [v.; M.i.r :J ( ivho rise would write H'tl/stcr's diei.a.nary, 
l>ut [MVSf if'.] Mr. Wkbhtcis '>.) " is in In- ri.iiisideri d as ctiiit.iiiuii : dr. |iohii iiil\ tirlh'.'grRphv. 
Olid pronunciation, which I [/.'] most approve;" tilth.' ugh on page ;!. in l.tie pre I'm'., prefixed 
lo the octavo dictionary, published but sir mmtlhs previous to ihe ihite ui' die preface from 
which the preceding cxtrncl is made, he suited, that" The fllrli eilitinn will, of course, bo 
considered as prcsi ntiug kis k.xsi.t rinci nf Ike propph arro'ngeincn.t ,nui. exhibition nf 
wards, in re/yecl In Uu-.ii MitTiii.uiiieiiv mid fros[;\.-i*tii.in ! ' I! Again, .ui page 1 of his 
pamphlet, published I lie past year, he has suited, that " one very iiupurlmit object of Liiu 
aeries of books, (quarto, octavo, duodecimo, and Elementary Spelling- Book,) is to reduce to 
ui iii; in tiiry." thereby conveying llic idea thai these four books an " uniform" and consistent 
in their orthography! 

I now propose to show that " this duodecimo volume, his hisi work, all wi ilten and cor- 
rected by himself," is no more to be consulted na a " S-r*ND«Hn of Ukthogiufuy,*' than 
the quarto and octavo dictionaries, the ca-ntraJittiovs, inconsistencies, und anirmulifs of 
which I have already pointed nut. 

Alt the contradictions and inr-nnsis',-'.- •:' in ihe orthography ot'ihe class of words which 
end with it, eicept hassock, pointed out on page 8. e.uulniucd in the i|uarto. rc.iiiaiit m the duo- 
decimo ! The following i*r.-»sislencu. eoniaiin-d Imtli in the quam. and .i-nivu, is still re- 
tained in Ihe dinxle, nun ill bus spelled i,l 'unit, whi n a noun, v iiliolll (, nud with il win 
a verb; yet he has made no such distinction in the words /relict and trirgic, 
[hem with i, when a noun nnd verb! This innoviUivn makes another " 
language, that of spelling the noun and verb differendy, v 

The orthography of the class of words which end with er, in the quarto, as the preferable 
orthography, pointed mil on page 11, ho has changed back to tin- m-ihngnipiiv i.f die qunno, 
— : - L all the (-ontr<iitirtia,i.< pouued nut on thai page, witli the uddilii'iioC sir or *,■«« 

....! nnd has given the termination rr Ihe preference, (miliary lo the octavo, published 
i months previous I Thus, in the quarto, he has spelled fiber, luster, miter, ocher, nnd 

but <nn way, wuh n ■ ; but in the duodecimo be has spelled them (ice ways, a and 

The word bellcslcnres he has sjwlled with re m the quarto and octavo, but with 
n the duodecimo ! 

In ihe dnodreimo, he has sin different ways of exhibiting the orthography of this class 
of words, which rod with er or re. Thus, center- a,.- r e; amphitheater, [or In}; fiber 
fibre; luster, lustre; and scepter, [•ecplre]!'[ Quite a " in, i ton in I v ■' in. hut. which is "a 
prime excellffie, in ,-pelliug. ' I], enndi runs, in ihe introduction lo bis qunno. the ler-minn- 
tion red in sceptred, yet he h»s, in the ten of die quarto, octavo, mid duodecimo, spelled 
hungred with thin (■ rnuu.iiicn. uhhough hunger is spelled with the termination trl 

Tin cUssof words which end witlijfin the. ocuvo, as die preferable e.v.ihOEtwoV-'i CWVaa 
changed back to ih* orthefraphy of (he ejosttj, *-iih kh^s. J, -*i\vi\ vwo cr S™*^'™* *'- 



1 lrti.jji.cl., hiti inf. spoiled 
other " iuiomaly" in our 
arejirimouneej alike. 
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contradictions not in the quarto ! Thus, he has spelled mastif and mastiff, with single/ 
and ffl He has restif and restive, with/ and ive ! He has distaff with jf, but all of the othei 
words end with single // He has, after the words sherif and tarif, inserted [sheriff] and 
[tariff] with ff, in brackets; but he has not inserted the old orthography of any other words 
except [sheriff] and [tariff] in brackets, after the new orthography ! 

He has, in the duodecimo, spelled midriff with ff, contrary to his text in defining dia- 
phragm. He has, in the duodecimo, all the inconsistencies in the class of words which end 
in aiice and ence 4 pointed out on page 10; but he spelled entrance, (verb,) with c % contrary to 
the quarto, in the duodecimo of 1829 ! 

In the orthography of the word ache and its compounds, he has not, in the duodecimo, a» 
many contradictions as in the quarto, pointed out on page 10, for he has only part of the 
words. Thus, he has not bellyache or boneache in the duodecimo; but he lias some nam 
contradictions not in either the quarto or octavo! As, headache, hcadake; heartache, 
heariake, with che and k both ; but toothache with che only ! when headache and heartache 
are spelled but one way either in the quarto or octavo. Thus, he has these two words each 
spelled three ways, in his three dictionaries. [See pages 10 and 11.] 

The contradictions in the orthography of the class of words which end in (or U, pointed 
out on page 11, remain the same in the duodecimo, except that he has added to \h& number 
of them ; thus, he has medalist with single Z, and metallist with U, contradictory, but both, 
alike, with 11, in the quarto and octavo ! In the quarto and octavo, he ha* spelled withal, 
therewithal, and wherewithal, with single 2, but in the duodecimo, he has spelled withal 
with 11, contrary to the quarto and octavo, and therewithal and wherewithal with single /» 
agreeing with them! and the I should be doubled in all of them agreeably to his rule. 
Again, he has not doubled I'm extol, " which must be doubled in the derivation" extolling, 
&c. ; but has spelled it as Johnson and Walker have. He has, in the duodecimo, spelled 
brimfull with U> contrary to the quarto and octavo, and handful with single J/ A great 
many of the words pointed out on page 12, as contradictory, are not in the duodecimo; 
but in those which are inserted, the contradictions still exist; as, vizard with z, and un- 
visard with s ! in thralled with i, and unenthralled with e J referee with single r, and trans- 
ferree with rr I die. &c. He has, in the duodecimo, apposit, appoaitly, and appositness, 
without e, and opposite, oppositely, and oppositeness, with el but all of them have * intho 

auarto and octavo, so that this contradiction does not exist in either of them ! He has, in 
ic duodecimo, scurilous, scorilously, and scurilousness, with single r, but with rr in the 
?uarto and octavo ! v He has berylline and coralline with U, and crystaline with single 11 
le has kale with k t and seacalee/ He has, in the duodecimo, spelled builder, bilder; 
building, bilding ; and built, bilt, two ways, with ui and with i only, but in the quarto and 
octavo, one way, with ui! He has also spelled built, bilt, two ways, but airbuilt but one! 
In the duodecimo, he has spelled burden, disburden, and overburden, one way, with d only; 
but unburthen, unburden, with th and d, and has given th the preference ! He has, in us 
duodecimo, torsion with s, and detortion with tl In the quarto, calice, without A, is the 
"preferable orthography-," although chaliced is spelled with h; but in the duodecimo 
chalice is spelled with h only ! He has, in the quarto and octavo, spelled cumfrey, com* 
frey, and comfry, three ways, but in the duodecimo he has it but one way, comfiy, the or- 
thography the least preferred either in the quarto or octavo ! ! He has, in the duodecimo, 
spell eel pierce one way, with ie only ; but unpierced, unperced, with ie and e both, contrary 
to the quarto and octavo ! He has, in the duodecimo, spelled unsteadfast, un&tedfast, and 
its derivatives, two ways, with ea and e only, but i*\ the quarto and octavo one way, eal 
He has, in the duodecimo, spelled venturesome with e after the r, but adventuraoxne without 
el In the duodecimo, he has burg without A, and burgher with it ! He has accruing with- 
out e, and rueing with it I He has bullfinch with U, and bulrush -with single J, and the « 
preceding the I has the same sound in each. In the quarto and octavo, he has given villany, 
without t, the preference, and has spelled arch villany without i ; but in the duodecimo hs 
has spelled villainy with i! In the duodecimo, he has changed the orthography of < 
and its derivatives, back to the quarto, contrary to the octavo ! 

Octavo. Duodecimo. 

Chemistry Chimistry 



Chemical Chimica' 

Chemically Chimicaily 

Chemist Chimist 

Alchemic Alchimic 



Octavo. Duodecimo. 

Alchemical Alchimical 

Alchemically Alchimically 

Alchemist Alchimist 

Alchemistic Alchimistic 

Alchemistical Alchimistical 



Alchemy Alchimy ! 

He has, in the duodecimo, changed the orthography of plough and its derivatives, back t* tbt 
quarto, contrary to the octavo ! 

Octavo. Duodecimo 

Plough Plow 



Plouglung Plowing 

Ploughed Plowed 

Ploughland Plowland 



Octavo. Duodecimo* 

Ploughman Plowman 



Ploughshare Plowshare 

Drillplough Drillplow 

TJnploughed Unplowed 



\ 
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In the duodecimo, he has spelled furlow with oio, contrary to the octavo, in which it is 
furlough ! He has," in the duodecimo, spelled bridegoom without r in the last syllable, 
agreeably to the quarto, but contrary to the octavo, as bridegoom, without r in the last sylla- 
ble, does not appear either in the text or definitions of the octavo ! He has, in the duode- 
cimo, changed tne orthography of ribin, back to the quarto, contrary to the octavo I In the 
duodecimo, he has spelled melasses with e, contrary to the octavo, in which molasses is given 
as the preferable orthography. In the octavo, he has given porpoise the preference, but in 
the duodecimo, he has it porpess ! In the duodecimo, he has nightmar without final e, but in 
the octavo with *, as the preferable orthography. He has, in the duodecimo, changed the or- 
thography of hagard and hagardly, back to the auarto, contrary to the octavo ! He has I 
single in although, always, and jackal, in which tne a is broad, and the I should be doubled 
agreeably to his rule, " that single I would lead to a false pronunciation !" He has in the du- 
odecimo, apposit without final e, and inapposite with it, contrary to the quarto and octavo ! 
In the duodecimo, he has gazetteer with U, and garreteer with single t! He has in the duo- 
decimo, foliaceous with eous, and extrafoliacious with ions ! He has diphylous with single 
i, and hexaphyllous with 11! He has in the duodecimo, lunge with u, and allonge with ol 
In the duodecimo he has pinnate with i, bipennate with e, and tripnnnate, tripinnate with e 
and i both ! In the duodecimo, he has gillyflower with y, and clovegilliflower with i I He 
has clanish and clanishness with single n, contrary to the rule of spelling derivative words, 
which is, that a consonant that ends a monosyllable or a word accented on the last sylla- 
ble, preceded by a single vowel, should be doubled, when a syllable is added beginning with 
a vowel, as span, spanning", &c. In the duodecimo, he has turkey, turky, with ey and y 
both, but all the other words of this class, as jockey, lackey, &c, he has spelled but one 
way ! He has, in the duodecimo, spelled stead, sted, with ea and e t both ways, but instead 
one way, ea! 

On page 13, I have pointed out what qualities a dictionary should possess in an em- 
inent degree, if intended: to be a " Standard of Orthography." This duodecimo dictionary 
is as defective as either the quarto or octavo, particularly as he has exhibited a greater want 
of decision in giving the orthography of each word than in them. Thus, he has all the va- 
rieties of spelling the different words, pointed out on pages 14, 15, and 16, as, apostrophe, 
apostrophy ; epitome, epitomy ; enlist, inlist ; entwine, mtwine, &c. &c. He has, in the 
tjuarto, spelled proceed, precede ; succeed, succede ; and exceed three different ways ; but 
in the duodecimo he has changed them back to the orthography of Johnson and Walker, 
all with eed 1 In the duodecimo, he has, in the orthography of the words wliich end in 
aunt, a great many contradictions. Thus, he has daunt and taunt one way, but flaunt, 
flam ; haunt, hant ; and vaunt, vant, two ways ! Again ; although he has given these 
three words two ways, he has given vaunting, vanting, two ways ; flaunting but one way 
and the participle haunting is not inserted at all ! He has, in the duodecimo, strow 
etrowed ; strew, strewing, strewed, without having given any preference ! He has, in the 
duodecimo, spelled craunch, cranch ; haunch, hanch, two ways, and stanch but one way 
In the duodecimo, he has Czar, Tzar; Czarina, Tzarina with Cz and Tzl He has no de- 
cision at all in his orthography ; for instance, he says in the quarto, that wiry is preferable 
to wiery, yet he has placed wiery first in the duodecimo ! He says in his new Spelling- 
Book, page 137, that many words which are spelled with ea should be with e only ; but 
in his duodecimo dictionary he has some of them with one spelling, others with two ; as, 
spread, spred ; tread ; stead, sted, &c. &c. ; he has also some of the participles with one 
spelling, others with two ; as t spreading, spredding, treading, &c. He has sovereign and 
suveran, both ways, in the duodecimo, without having given a preference ! The contradic- 
tions pointed out on pages 16, 17, and 18, between the definitions and text in orthography, are 
not as numerous in the duodecimo as in the octavo and quarto, as most of the definitions are 
changed and abbreviated, yet the greater part of them which are inserted, remain contradic- 
tory, as, holiday under ferial; faggot under dunnage; entrust under confident; ensnare 
under catch ; intreat under obsecrate ; in treaty under obsecration ; halbert under glair ; 
stupify under dull, &c. &c. Again ; he has in the duodecimo, in defining ancony, spelled 
bloomery, contrary to his text, blomary ; in defining travesty he has spelled burleslc with k t 
which is not the orthography that he has preferred in his text ! In the duodecimo, the 
definitions of the words subtile and subtle are confounded. In the duodecimo, he has, 
in defining nauseous and nauseousness, spelled lothesome with e, contrary to his text 
lothsome I &c. dec. 

It is very improper and perplexing to exhibit two different spellings of the same word ; 
for, the scholar will always hesitate in spelling it, sometimes using one orthography, some- 
times the other ; as vaunt and vant, unburthen and unburden, steril and sterile, &c. &c. ; yet 
Mr. Webster has, in his duodecimo, not only given two different spellings of the same word, 
when coupled together, as vaunt, vant, haunch, hanch, &c. ; but he has given two different 
spellings of the same word, when not coupled, with the same or similar definitions ! Thus, 
sovereign (a.) supreme in power ; suveran, (a.) supreme in power, chief: sovereign (n.) a 
supreme ruler ; suveran (n.) a supreme lord or ruler : sovereignty, supremacy, supreme 
dominion ; suveranty, supreme power, supremacy : ache, to be \w ^q&&\ ^s^Nft^ v&> w*- 
tinued pain! van^ vaunt, to boast, to l«ag', vaunt, \&«^\» Vro&v* \o\si*%\ ^c&aNK*^""' 
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of enlisting; inlistment, actofinlisting! engrained, dyed in the grain; ingrained, dyed in 
the grain ! encase, to inclose in a case ; incase, to inclose in a case ! encage, to confine in a 
cage ; incage, to confine in a cage ! &c. &c. &c. His system can not be complete, unless he 
shall give all the different spellings of the same word in each of his four books, viz. Quarto, 
Octavo, Duodecimo, and his new Spell ing-Book; assteril, sterile; vaunt, vant, &c. &c. 

Mr. Webster's duodecimo dictionary is very deficient in one important particular. Many 
words in common use are not contained in it ; as, achor, ambitious, are, asseverate, benig- 
nant, bruit, cantharides, capias, chronometer, composite, dictation, discrepancy, discrepant, 
execution, suspire, fascine, indign, logarithms, observatory, stupidity, &c. &c all of which, 
except discrepancy and execution, are in his new Spelling-Book ! and there are numerous 
other words, not above enumerated, contained in his new Spelling-Book, which are not in 
the duodecimo dictionary, " for the use of Primary Schools ! ! " [See page 38.] On page 
131 of his new Spell ing-Book, he has, in the second column, seven words, only one of 
which is in his duodecimo school dictionary ! As this review is limited to the orthography 
of the language, no particular notice will be taken of the contradictions in pronunciation 
which exist between the octavo and duodecimo dictionaries. These are more numerous than 
even the contradictions in orthography, particularly in the division of words. Thus, in the 



Octavo. 

Ax-iom 

Aux-U-ia-ry 

Bagn-io 

Do-mes-ti-cate 



Duodecimo. 
Ax-i-om 
Aux-il-i-a-ry 
Bag-nio 
Do-mes-tic-ate. 



Octavo. 

Ev-er-y 

Gen-er-al 

Gen-er-ous 

Cbm-i-cal 



Duodecimo, 
Ev-e-ry 
Gen-e-ral 
Gen-e-rous 
Com-ic-al 



He has, in the quarto and duodecimo, given the short broad sound in fault, default, assault, 
&c., and the long broad sound in the octavo! Again; he has a great many contradictions, 
in the duodecimo, in the division of words of similar or precisely the same form or termi- 
nation. Thus, 



Anx-i-ous and 

Nox-ious 

Car-riage 

Win-dow 

Fe-brile 



Over-anx-ious 

In-nox-i-ous 

Wheel-car-ri-age 

Dor-mar-wind-ow 

An-ti-feb-rile 



Pest-i-len-tial 

In-cum-bent 

Crus-ta-ceous 

Le-^ion 

Li-Ug-i-ous 



An-ti-pes-ti-len-tial 
Su-per-in-cumb-ent 
Trut-ta-ce-ous 
Re-gi-on 
Pro-dig-ious,&c. Ac 



The contradictions in division are so numerous, that the limits of this review will not 
permit me to point out one twentieth part of them. He has, in the pronunciation, in the 
quarto, octavo, and duodecimo, changed a great many words to that of Walker, contrary to 
his former dictionaries arid Spelling-Book ; as angel, danger, are, folio, convenient, &c 
&c. although he has said that Walker^ pronunciation is not heard in " any decent society in 
England"! ! The keys in the different dictionaries are different, which create some per- 
plexity ; for instance, attorney in the octavo, and attorney in the duodecimo, &c. &c. 

Again ; he is not consistent or uniform in noting the silent letters hy printing them in 
Italick in all cases, when silent, in the duodecimo ; as, receipt with p Italick, contempt with 
p Roman ! often with t Roman, and soften with t Italick ! moisten with t Italick, and glisten 
with t Roman, when all of them have t silent, agreeably to his new Spelling-Book, page 
140 ! &c. &c. 

Mr. Webster has, in the introduction to the quarto, in page 3 of the duodecimo, and page 
11 of his pamphlet, published during the past year, spelled enthrall wkh e, contrary to tat 
text of all his dictionaries, in which it is spelled with i ! In short, to point out all the con- 
tradictions, inconsistencies, and anomalies, in orthography, pronunciation, accent, and di- 
vision of words, which exist in the quarto, octavo, and duodecimo, would require a book as 
large as the duodecimo dictionary itself; and I must therefore be content with haying 
pointed out a part of each, that the reader may have a clew or index to them, and examine 
them at his leisure. 
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slve, customary, decrial, dh-onrern. dmt. dtfh. dunceon, entendre, epidemical, examen,Jtook, foresctn, flnafc hettt, 
(contrary to hi.i spoiling !■*>%. )/i-'fl/«./yi-»#." -r/i, /r^. sibber, gilt, grown, grew, has, hast, «** A, Af* /tf t awps, Mm- 
«c//, hit, hitiw*. iambiiM, iui,.ru.u-iit, jaj-eJ, k.-rn, kiutsiry. A M'tr. known, laid, lain, legjge 1. neve, litbo^npfcv, Jog- 
arilhnw, /'/mv r. /fyWi"*/, //i/r •••/'/!/, uisid". maMie.*!*, ineuthc. meant, mendacity, mice, mlacraMeneas. njcrdaciry. 
mown, nii.ttiry, o-M'fuu, uhiim-cumis. (contrary 10 Ins >puliiii|?-lNjiik.i orsil.ous, overwhelming, paid, paradigm, 

Eaattozltui. jxiipini >.nj. pti^.i.arity. |.iiiirh. pi-ti.«Ty, i>o.'.i.e, pr> punitory, procacious, pyrrtucntus, quern, ra~ 
x.ran. raiii. rewi.-. rhu:,.h. ii-.'_'^h, w;i, rMe. m.ueiame. i«vntr iry 10 spe.iing-book.) riiiuirfHi.saieii, *aj/*, sequar 
cily, »liaw. j. r u. .-0:1 ;l.i. %■#/,■.■!. -inith. -pona.v. >.i.i.i;i.p[ u.r. *,»/.<!/. siai-i. sule, surp. stronger, syncope, »ynecdocbe, 
ay nine-is. fjui'iUf . r« .1 .is-, i.iu.-nt. tew. tu.uif. ;.>i. .mi-uiiy. ti.»-»>io.ii.!, tidrl. threw, throve, wok. tost, trUmuhm 
Uipliciiy, tiucuev, urcinr.i, rtgttunt. veil, w.i.f, wa^vs. w.i»t. wheriet, winner, &c 

CLArSiriCATION. 

In tlie classification an. I arrangement of words for sailing lessons. Mr. Webster's book was, unquestionably, 
farsuperiMiii tuI);l-.\orths. .«lr. Di. worth's cia.«s-dilcatio!i and arianir.-nient merely consisted in arranging and 
'cla-v-im; i'".- uioi..^\i.alii»>iiiii'i-.!ii'^ to rhe i.iiuilifr of l»-rt#:rs tontaiuwl m each woid. whelh~-r vowels or conso- 
nant*: an. Hi.* vm:"ds«»i u:>-n u..-iii one »yii.th'- ai-midiusMO their ppcuiiar accentuation only : whereas, Mr. Web- 
Mier in>iii!ilvarri!.L'-M rii»- v.o.d- icn.uiiip tn th-ir jk.« unar rt^.^nt ua'ion, luu cussed them agreeably to their par- 
ticular vir.vi.i »: rmiafliiai.t -iiii;:is : ;i< .uii.:#». /. i, #.. u, tr. :■»•! y: M.ort a. c i, u. ami y; fiat a; broad a ; e.i and 
o, when mmiide.1 ii v.- u -i.i.rs. ceo. ; ;:.e •ifi.-njt.oii or classification uf. indifferent suiuidr of /A ; the cls4sU»sation 
of ilie words in which 1. t an i » arc &. Ln-.eu di.e t/i ; wr like o Ins ; « and z like *«; i like y; the dUrexsnt 
sound* of cA ; as. cA nke A and w ; a h;.r.l licioie e, i, ami y ; g itouh'.e In the pronunciation, though single io the 
ertlir^niphy ; c and s I rrciiiunoii uic? « ami; ai the cn>l or^ylUlllie.s ; v Mjunded alter /J.UiouKh written briore it; 
x Mounded like srz wImii iu.i..wt-il hy an ho '■■•'•■> i -vl-ihlt- l^li.nin? with a vowel or h; irregular words noccom- 
pri>ed in the Iop-.o:i:- i:-.\.\t ■- ; :•»;■! uui.iooi thcaine sihiilI. Imr di*T»*nt in siielUn^ and sign iflcatto. 

1 shall in iw attempt to >nnw in t; s e iir>t j.I.iOu what I consiil».*r -ieiecut in his clarification, and In tht second 
place, the ih-iecfivr arrant ment «'f H:v wuvus thus denctively c.asst-d. Table 2, and 3, containing the ftisl BkOBO- 
sylbibles in which the >ci.«> : ,ir ri.n.«t lit-e.\erc -•,) ;\fi: r lo.iruins th-'alphaltet, contain many words In which dooMe 
vowels and consonant!- an- iwhihif d : as U in cull.Ji'l. *» in 11'.**. ir B - in tgg, bb in ebb, et in blecd\ Ac « l ite t M 
In ha», nun. *pa*„i : r s. i nt in Jini.'t, u,inrr . »■;.■ in trick; tch in thatch ; anu a laice number of words In the 
plural lonn in wh.cn s is -mindr I like z : all or' which render u>se tallies the most diilxult for the schoiur Of any 
in the IhwIj, c •i.ai.h'iir.^ hi- cap .citv when ininxioced to them, iable %. 3. and l«, contain many words which 
are spelled diftv emit. Mi u^h pioi:cui.c. d ,ili!»e. wi.-chcau-e* ure;it perplexity. This, however, will be taken 
notice of m le I'aitirul.trlv when I fr h:i!i .i vi.-,v 'Iah.c5^. The olu?ctions which I have preferred against Tables 
Sand 3, are. in som»> .'i-lm.i\ apriicah.e to Tnhles 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, lo. ll; Uiough tlie most prominent Objection 
a]ipears to lie tiu.-.tht; tii»-v no not contain -i suiVuirnt nuiniier of easy words fo.the scholar's exercise, prevlsus 
to his intiotluctioii to Tahe I J. an-t the Tables 14. id. 19, SI. S3, 24, S6, and 88, which are composed of words of men 
difficult orthography and i ronur.ci.it ion. of these tables 1 »liall take particular nUice hereafter, in trealr 
ing of ortlv-£rapr.y au-l pr nunciiition. In the last iwrt of Table is. and in Table 37, the different sounds of 
th are cxhihitiM. yet he lii> in.«rt"d hath ami thump in Table 8. where they sliould not be agreeably to his system 
of classification, and ami in m Th1>|^ is : Tables so. M, and 35 comprise words in which c, « and t have the sound of 
«A: in those lessons tlie t-nninafiiiis *ion. Hon. tir.l ricn. tiov*. tiou*. iiate,an&tiatr, are intermingled in such a 
manner that the acliolai c mnot di.te.min'', wh*-n required to ?i>eH any word contained in these lessons, whether to 
use c. t or «. the sound ly-mir tin: .«ame ; as feniinn. wrntion tuiptcion, &c. : and it appears evident that tLe words 
In which f, c and * have »l.e .s<iuud of sh. .-hould \>c ciassctl in sen<irate lessens, for the same reasons that he his 
classed the words in which rh has tlic M^nul of *h and k; as wc ieam th*:ir pronunciation by association, soaboukd 
we learn tlie mtlu^rapjnj of the other words referred to. Paur* 47, and 71, he has censure and tenmaatp Instead 
of placlm: them in the ie.-sou where « has the souml of ah, neither has he told us in his book that • has the souoi 
ef fA, in these words. Table :.s he has a cla** of words ending in ow unaccented, and on p. 47, he has hellwm 
where If should not tie, and a^aln in this lesson. Onpatre 59 he has t/t ury, and 63 he has nrUprirtan, Instead ot 
lnsertliiL' tlifin in T.ihU- :<:<. In which * has the sound of zh. where they should be In Table 38, he says, i before s 
vowel sounds like y -it (lie iH'^imnnrr of words ; and contradicts his rule in th'- third word by pronouncing aoatitt 
wol-grr, ;iiid In the >ani'' ci lmini tiHslowi, ank-nhiot ! Should not these words have been placed in Table 47, with 
thi irre<:!il:ir word a > And firther. ifsio l.avi- the round otkuhu in anxvw*, as he has given it. should they not in 
connrshn. ihjlurlon, flu ton. HoiUm. have the same sound, although he has not so pronounced them? On pan 
27 Ik harjtMlrhnril. paj.-i-ci art hint, paire 73 c//r/*f/7w, instead ol 'niacin? them in Table 38, In which cA have tae 
sound or k : iiiKfrin pn«'i. 1 1, of the iiiiiilvNis, he nvy, " rh have the Kn;rllsh ^ound as in charm ; except in the 81th 
and 3t)fh Tallies ." r<>u>i-<|ii -nilv, we must. airri-<-;il>]y to the alx-ve line, and his arrangement, pronounce them 
harp*rt*honl mt*h>t(hi, fi/ii iM'.frav. Table. 40 Is composed of words in which g is hard before t, i, and y ; and wS 
nilfjht. Ihnn'fnrr. reasoniihlv etpert ll.;it all of the wordsof this c!a>s would be given in this lesson only; yet we 
And on paire Si. trrr.tr, p:ire'l7, v<7;inil i'/v, pa*,''- 19, irfft, 1m«,'0 40, girt, and ajrsiln, in this le>son ; and on page IT, 
gilt,\mw Ui. w#/<if/p/-.ji.|iT ■«. trrinnimr. win re th«y simuld not lie ;i«i«e;dily to his classification, and which are 
not In this le- Mm »t all. At th''clos<>of Table 40, he has given is words which he says are pronounced as though 
they wete written with douhii- *,'; ,,u,i instiMd ol Iii.m rlimjall of the wonisof this class in this lesson as he should 
agreeably u> his .--ysf-m <■{ rlii-- itic.ition. he \>n* InieriniAed 15 wonls in the preceding lessons of this class, which 
ought to have bri-n In till < l'wn ; as, |i-.i^e *j3, it/tiara*, paire 26. ninguJar, pane 28, ~di*tinvvi*h, page 47, dangle* 
gingfe, languaur, lanizimr, manclr, vitnglr. tinge 4K, fimrte, spangle, tangle, icran&le, page 63, entangle, page 71, 
singularity; inakini.' nioie not eluded than those he has classed. Should anv one a>sert that these 15 wonls ougbi 
not to be clashed with the 12 h< -cause the g Is not Ibllowed by e, 1, or y; let him answer * hy Mr. Webster classes 
linguist with the is. as it is followed by u ! In Tabic 43, h is pronounced liefore w, though written after it At the 
close of this lesson he has vhure, whole, irho, whom, whoop, and uhosr. with the following note : w In the follow- 
ing, with their coinpoun.ls and derivatives, w is silent" If the w be silent in these words, then it is not sounded 
ajltr the h ; why then are these words in this lesson ? In Table 44, x has the souiid of gz. why are not vxortous, 




¥ , pages' 

Again, why were not tln>>e wonls vt h'ich contain two different peculiar consonant sounds inserted with tlie irregu- 
lar words uls-o, for they do not proptr/y liclong In any other lesson, as only one peculiar hound is now noted ribr 
Instance ; ivu.e 91 in the word auxiliary he has noted tlie sound of i like y, hut he has not noted the sound of s like 
gz ; p. 93 the sound of th Is noted in duthier, but not the sound of i like yi p. 95 the sound of cA like k is noted In 
chamellon, hut not the sound of / llkey, &c &c 

Tuble 53, ivige 145, contains " wonls 6j the same sound but different in spelling and stgnMration. n As then 
wonls are taken from the dictionary, this lesson ought, undoubtedly, to have immediately succeeded table 47. page 
119, Instead of lielng placed after the names of jiersons. places, 4c. ; b'lt Mr. Webster probably placed It in this 
manner In politeness to Mr. Dilworih. author of this lesson, who had It thusarranged. 

This Is one or the most iiunoriant lessons contained in any spelling-book ; for, Unless these words are a F"™rtf ftrt 
with their res.iealve distinctive definitions, it Is impossible for the scholar to become acquainted with their orthog- 
raphy, their pronunciation licing alike. From the title of this lesson, and its evident importance in a spelling- 
book, we mlL'ht reasonably e\.»oci It to contain all the common words of this class in the language; that none Of 
these wonls should bo Inserted In the preceding lcsnons where the distinctive definitions are not given ; that their 
pronunciation should 1« given In this lesson ; and that no words should be here classed which are not pronoun- 
ced alike ; jet, this lesson (Tabic 63) Is defective In all the above, and In some other particulars, as win be 
fully shown. 

First ; there are acknowledeod by Mr. Webster, either In his fne'.line-book or dictionary, about seven hundred and 
eighty wonls of this cla*s. vet he has classed in this lesson only three h undred and two, of which he says two OT 
mon« are sounded alike, nm hnlfin the lanmiagc. Secondly ; there are 196 of these 302 intermingled in the piece- 
dlnir s|H>lliny Icskoiii-. when- their distinctive definitions are not given, which, as a matter of prudence, ought not to 
be Inserted tftee to the e> elusion ot' other wonls in common use: thirdly; there are in the preceding T*"«ns? 
Jessons nne hundnd and jour words, two of which are »»«■•««•—»«• alike, but which are not classed in tbJstekS 
MneJth+r can the scholar learn tlieir dlstlnctivo detir '' ' Webster's spelling lessons ; as dt sit, rip 

map, rod xmtL (eahort,) hall haul, dire dyer, mote moat, * -vsk, mute vubwV. vsma vsnsn, dbsy ef^ 
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IK, (and a number of similar wotdi In the quiet lessons,) also called compound woroa, and clMsed with those 1 
ls^M,(a,w and si, comprising "!>■«", oooialn ihenainaauf penrauh places, rlTers,laaea, fee. .*" of th«™ 
■gums an «tnn (o denote their pronuractatloik Tlds dstett In tha dmUleatton ami iraiuMiaijoa of thla tarea 

contain words, to represent the pronunciation of which, Irlr. Wehscernas n [ n re 'or 

p ' ta a*. M «c ih*%- u.„ni. >ru ,,»:iii,i iilliiin-jtUj ry.in [lii: IJh>OL'rapljic^, t; settee is, and Histories or the present 
Webster has not paid much attention 10 their correcuou since he flrat publUhed Mi 
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mr km the sound of s*. when fhllowed hylone and pieeoled bjihe Mcent, as In nsnaure, ■anil, Ac Ht 
hM not toll us !..a: a I- hi i.t.i i.i (./,■. iiiui, n i.:mi«.\ ft |i [la. or thai It Is e'er silent. 'T hw Its prop:! sound, 

I ..(«(,..■ ■".!. i, .1,11 mi i *i !■■ I in r. in which cases they hnt'lV sound of en, as In 

iji- ,-.-.; lion, mixtion. ■■ Tlm-i wo tl.nll rtini. in .nancaiatiiMi. ii, mi In !r,viji» tliv annnrti in iK which are exprenroil lir 
s, taint (.helm d*"n Hi -hj: 1:1 diK-it-ait ti-.iui; ai. In sp<iaUu|t ofc the jylioM* ilitln Into the sound of M, of ., 
tlia *-M'>Me '■•utile ■ ..■■nii.i. nf '.'i. . H -,.i a,.- * in .', :-..: a n-i, illjv.' [!,,: sound tf*h i and frrfher, in noUni these soundl 
bo l*«not ot heyarefol »edT>y ■ dlpluhnnj 



nip H' IB I 1 ■" wunl in In 

lion sli.i.i » in, a ii Ji. ■.:■.' v -s-—i .' i .,[»■: . p. is. in .vHcii ;ms In italic*. Will consequ; 

WeU-leisrulaire t 

K s I w r ill wo Bill 







I'l'iin'-ly Lil:.l--.]i:j';'n 



or Hi,, :i\ii,.i i.r j'l. r .Mi-.,:!|i. .1 !»■ ■-,.■■■•' .-. ] i i action rifrtArtprMOOtftl b/(,«jiln oiiobiIoii, 

it: 01 ill i,l. ifni -. I .i i ,-.,., i 'i i , ■ ',.!.,■ in . i nlh, iionlofi-iiU ailst. 

. 'i •;,.■■,. i .ill ■■' I ■. ■ ..I Hi I ■ I.' in. i I. ■ I ri . ■■■!■■■ I 111- II, ' i 

l-t.i :■.-..' i..:..: an; !■'■.■ lis. I haw lOin.l i.e |.j,. ii.iiac.l ilo.n.n.y. pcixiii'l;) , n>,'-.i.ni. ie] 1 v.lt ior I , U M; til* I. vefati'Ti . 

cic -,- Csita.nly ; iij- iiiloc-y. jn-.i-.' ■/. .iii.v. ,!■ :..i|in:i. r.-: ik j-ijioi. I;:f-7.iu;!ii »< .-i.Ii.im, ta. ,n"Jli Mlov.-eJ iiy 

■■!! ■■■■ I.' i 1 ■ ■ i i A. ..■„ilii-. Willi ..(■:■.■ I'"s nit. InUrJljWiUliii rule. 

Iii'i' "< '■■■" ■ ■ ' n "■in ..'I ■. ■■■".■ i ■ !■■:■■ . I liy.ia.iii-i.t.il ryli,-!,;.: kviiimiiis rh n u t, I i 

I l!IV.'|l.:l-|,- V.:, Til.: (.■.'!■:. I.n'.,-| I /■!,,.■'.. Hi I.I .!:■ II. 01. S ...I,,;!, I,:/ l::i : . '■ Til U ' Ml > 

;■■.,! .-ii'mv^l ■.-.'■.: ■! ]:■ ■: 1: , , "j ni-,1 I. 1 --" - '■ '/. i],n Its .i.vn soiir.-.l it,mrulv,as ill i-.n-ni, I i.vn v. o. " Mr. Webster has 
not llliOntiai 11'! Ilia: . ::v..l il is iv :„-, i,,.i of ■„ . ■.„■,, [,- \.,_, m- ,-,-|,.;l li,.- i.aynl-i If/aria-, Kami m, mid pmro. 111 tail!.- 
M. over which tie him, " In 111,, f.i.l.m-in-. v/oi.ls.»i ■ >ual I'l-iV.' Aitfcuisiitoere Is nD ri In the above woids. 
iw u [here la tin txnnnNp guppcos that Mr. Webster 

■ n words M En*llih orlsin, aa In €hln-4n torn 
>-.:■:.:■; u <,r Kn-iicii .ml mini 'i.H) ■,■:•■■ li,-.'. is-und of j*. J.J 1(1 e;;- t (line -and in soji-i-: i.iii.Im iifGniolnorlcin, the souml 

i.l'-. ■' ■ ir I ■ n i i .'.I ii. .1, " ,', I il.'i ■,'!' i. in t a o >JK- I ■!(* 

Wit.', ti.s Mumi of f ;ii iiiln.-nh.oriuc sitout. in j.rln.-' II'i im nil. I u« tb>. ;,1 I.i E n<«ioii!iovcT lite (-, in 

Mlu»!i!ji,10ilBli. :Oi>u..-ii, (: V: \V. ' 1 1 1.- r",! 1 3 . - " '. !-. 1 1 i:yi . [Iiat 111! ft only li sUljl! ill roine ."Bill, US in fihcsl, Jl. 9S. qhetlilil. 
i '■ ivi I, I". ■.■■ i , i I. ..:,,. . ,"i,i.i , I .In ..■ ii li .ip|. ■ l t »." He ha! n: 
ii. ii.ii ,; i.i ii ii'ii.i ■■.!■ ,:. ■'!■! ii ■'. .'i I-. *■■ ■■!■ 

,i(-..i. ...■...'lii'l-.l lio II, it, :,:..l ,.-, I,.-|..-,.,- n v..,..l. ;■-, in i..(.-i..n. irr.r.ltM-, nw.miij." Hen ;.■■ i..,-. ,n:.,i ::,; lL ,.., ■ ■ 

ir.-.i kin:V.]'.'.i.ii,|,li..l hy :i. iiivi.1 ,■■■.'.■., i :■, ■ ■. , ..„,!.. i ,. « .ii.ii. ■. 

i,.-:,n|.. i nr '.■ 'i .■ .i ■ '. i II. .r II 

K.nilil 'if '..'... ■ ri^'i l-v i ."li.!' -■..iril.. ...m:I --....-.I -i.-iKi...!^. |,K In riiin'^.l.::' 1 , 1"IKI0.I 

Ho hantuma us that .'I. In tills rairiliina'jwi. I? si.cn! In c.sllimr., ]>. a. m lulinivi imii .... ,, .•- , : 

Ciil ■ no tin' li Is 0..-.T si 1 .. ..I. " .';■:. i I-. . r. ■ . ■ .,, .; in. I ;; an: pm.if, j:.,-. .1 lllai i ■:, I,.; In still 
boforqj, 1, ». like soft c. uy .--, as In stsn-j. s. is ■.■-.-..-. :Vi il.sii. " Kh Iv-.i ran mid uj IbaUn :. . . u - 

coEKcieiice.corucloni.ftc i ret hn hafl tlieje wonl.-i !n v - n. In v/lnrli 0,1 And J hhvn 

' . -I. i.i-l. i.. I.i ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ -I- r..l "I 1 '.-..i'" '■ ■' ■' 



iw'ng Work." In will 
ndi, bi roiirejented hy Jlfurrt placed over Ihe vowels of th :..-,-: :ii< I s i-llali'.,., 
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36 WEBSTER'S AMERICAN SPELLING-BOOK. 

Orthography and pronunciation arc taught ! so prominent are these differences in pronunciation between Webster*! 
spelling-book and Walker's dictionary, that on owning tills spelling-book atone place (pages 38 and 39) we shall 
perceive at one view no less than eighty-two variations from Walker's dictionary l Hence the Impropriety of using 
these two books in the same school I 

Having pointed out what I considered defective or contradictory in Mr. Webster's spelling-book, I shall now con- 
elude my remiirks on that book by taking notice of some declarations made by Mr. Webster relative to his spelling- 
book, in his APPEAL " TO THE PUBLFck," published at New-Haven, March, 1826. ^ 

From a review of his api>eal, aliove alluded to, I was fully convinced that Mr. Webster was not aware of the 
dtjbcts and contradiction* contained in his spelling-book and school dictionary ; and I have therefore been more 
particular in giving proof of what i have stated. In speaking of his 8{>eHlng-bobk, he observes, " my tables are so 
constructed, and so nearly complete, that they cannot be improved." Again, he says, in speaking of the attempts 
to rival his book : " In order to accomplish their object, it has been found exjiedient to depreciate my work, ana to 
charge me with innovation, and with introducing a system of orthography and pronunciation in many respect* 
vague and pedantic. Surely, if this Is true, if my book is really a bad one, I have been very much deceived - and 
I have done not only an injury, but great and extensive injury to my country." In the preceding review l have 
shown that his book " is really a bail one." not only in the contradictory una defective manner in which his spel- 
ling lessons are classed and arranged, I see pages 30, 31] but in the inconsistent and defective innovations in orthog- 
raphy adopted by him, which he did not, or could not render consistent or uniform throughout the language I 
(Seepages 7,8,9, 10, n.] 

To my remarks on his spelling-book, Mr. Webster attempted an answer in the Argus of the 13th Dec 1837, hut 
Instead of disproving my assertions, or endeavouring to Oder any remarks in justification, of having continued 
these errours, defects, and inconsistencies in his spelling-book for more than forty years, many of which arc at 
variance with his school dictionary, [see paces 19, 32] ; he has admitted the truth of my assertions, in the following 
language : " That there arc some errors, defects and inconsistencies in the work, is not to be wondered at ; for this is 
precisely the fact with every Englisirtllctionary which I have yet seen:" and he indulges In a decisive condemna- 
tion of every English dictionary now in existence, for the purpose of justifying the errours of his speUine-bookt 




....... ... . _. .. - . . naturally 

Indolent, and seldom wrote until he was urged by want, or the necessity of fulfilling his engagements with bis 
bookseller. Hence it happened that lie often received the money for his writings before his manuscripts were pre- 
pared. Then, when called upon for copy, he was compelled to prepare his manuscripts in haste; and it may be 
reasonably supposed that in some instances They were sent to the press in an unfinished state. These facts, while 
they may account for, by no means excuse the multitude of errors in his dictionary." But Mr. Webster cannot, 
with any degree of propriety or consistency, assert that poverty Is the cause of the errours in his spelling-book or 
school dictionary ; for, in his apprcd, after having stated that his hook had encountered prepossession and prejudice 
with success, he observed that, ''If we can judge from the numbers sold ; not less than seven millions of copies: 
more than half, and probably two thirds of afi the inhabitants or the United States have received the rudiments of 
their education from the use of that book." And even the publishers of Mr. Webster's book also boast in their 
advertisements of the millions which have been sold, as though the quantities sold would be a sufficient argument 
to convince the enlightened citizens of the United States that no improvement upon Mr. Webster's book eon be 
made, and consequently his book is, and mvst be, the best ! ! Again, Mr. Webster observes, in speaking of bis 
spelling-book, "The profits of this work, though very small, have nut only been the principal support of my nu- 
merous family, but they have enabled ine to accomplish a dictionary of our language, at tl»e expanse of tteentw 
yean, of labor, and thirty thousand dollars in money." Therefore I say he cannot with propriety state that hS 
^poverty or want of patronage caused him to neglect the correction of the defects and errours pointed out by me in 
this review. Notwithstanding Mr. Webster's spelling-book has been very extensively patn>nised, and he has re- 
ceived thousand* of dollars from the American citizens, yet he has suffered these errours to remain in his hoik 
year after year, without correction ; [see page 32 ;] and then he is so inconsistent and ungenerous as to tell then 
citizens who have thus patronised and supported him by making such an extensive use of his spelling-book that a 
** species of slavery hangs like a mill-stone about the neck of all literary enterprise in the United States." ' 

What Mr. Webster considers " a species of slavery," is, I suppose, the conduct of many of the respectable citizens 
In the United States, who have presunud to manifest an attachment to the principles of orthography and orthoepy 
of Walker's dictionary in preference to those taught by him. Again, he observes in his appeal, " as I have been 

8 reparing a dictionary for publication: have for many years been teased with the clamor about Walker : I have 
lade a visit to England, and partly with a view to ascertain the real state of the language.*' It is indeed quite sur- 
mising that Mr. Webster should have visited England with a " view to ascertain the real state of the language!* 
by spending a few months there, more particularly as he had previously condemmd, without reserve,al\ the Eng- 
lish dictiomurles now in use ! ! Again, he ol«crves, *• T presume, I can select a thousand words, If not double the 
pumber, from Walker's dictionary, marked for a pronunciation which no man would venture to use, in any decent 
society in that country." And yet he has not condescended to furnish the citizens of the United States with a*fcw2c 



society in that country." And yet he has not condescended to furnish the citizens of the United States with & single 
example of Mr. Walker's Indecent pronunciation ! Now, I would inquire of Mr. Webster whether the pronunda 
tlonot some words given by him would Ik? thus pronounced '* in any decent society" in England? nsno-tur vur-tu, 
insure, poos, paant, daans, aafter, (Hat a) &a ; instead of na tshure. ver-tshue. in-shure, pass, pant, danse, after 
short.) &c Mr. Webster, for the purpose, no doubt, of overthrowing Mr. Walker's principles of orthography 
and pronunciation at once, observed in his appeal, that "if the people of this country vill have an English book to 
follow, if nothing but English will answer. I would recommend Jones' dictionary for this purpose. Jones is a 
later author, who seems to have followed Walker for the express purpose of correcting his errors— and his work, for 
the simplicity and consistency of h«s scheme, is fur preferable to any other British publication." It is truht astorrtth. 




So 



tion of the t* in unaccented our, as in favour, honour, etc. ; the termination re. instead of er, as in metre, scevtrejgSt 
[See pages 7, 8, 9, and Webstei's appeal on this subjoin]: and even Mr. Jameson published a dictionary *ln Loo- 
Bon in 1827, in which he retains this orthography, so much condemned by Mr. Webster, and aerees with 
Mr. Walker ! Hence, it must be admitted that Mr. Webster's zeal for. something different from En/rHsh led 
pirn to adopt innovation* without regard to their defects, propriety, consistency, or uniformity ; for he has not car- 
ried a singieinnovation through the language, [sec pp.7,8,9,io,n] ; and. instead of producing arguments to conyinot 
the American people of the utility of his innovations in orthography, he has adopted an cosier method that of am- 
dsmsrtng every English lexicographer, without reserve, who has been so presumptuous and unfortunate as to Ms 
agree with his (Webster's) favourite notions of innovations in orthography r I Again, it is also quite survriskut 
that Mr. Webster should " recommend" Jones' pronunciation to the American people, when Jones differs more from 
'Webster's pronunciation than he does from Walker's ! ! As in sounding a or au like broad a long when followed 
By I and another consonant, as in sa.% fault, etc; a long in angel, danger, arrange, etc.; a like 1 short in the ter- 
minatioo age, as In cabbage, etc. -, e and o like u short in the termination ory and ery, as in grocery amatory etc • 
olike o in not when followed hy ft, ss, or st, as in loft, loss, and lost, etc. : i like e short in many words when fol- 
lowed by rand another consonant, as in circuit, virgin, circular, etc. ; rsee page 34) ; u. ue, ui, or ew like on when 
preceded by r, as in brute, bruit, true, crew, etc. ; i like y in many words, as folio, genius, etc. ; ci and ti like she in 
the termination date and Hate, as in associate, negotiate, and in association, negotiation, etc. : s like z in the prefix 
fHtwhen followed by an accented syllable beginning with aflat consonant: /like tsh when followed by long w 
preceded by the accent, as in nature, virtue, etc. ; t silent when preceded by s and followed by the termination /« 
frs in bustle, castle, etc : and in the accentuation of a great many words, as horizon, contemplate, demonstrate ac- 
ceptable, etc etc. in all of whichand hundreds of others Jones disagrees with Webster I and agrees with Walker. 
Thus I have given a thorough exposition of what I have considered defective, contradictory, or inconsistent in 
Mr. Webster's spelling-book, school dictionary, and in his APPEAL "TO THE PUBL1CK," for the purpose of 
exdting Interest and Inquiry, and theiehy rendering a benefit to my fellow -citizens, by enabling them to determine 
*-*-' *»ier Mr. Webster has paid that attention to the improvement an A correction of his spelnng-book. which the 
-*-» patronage he lias received from the people of uvj United States required of him ; iu^ whether. In |£ 
M4B, it should be retained in our schools. -»«««,«.•*■ 
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Webster's ELEMENTARY SPELLING-BOOK, 
COMPILED BY AARON ELY. 



The Proprietor of the Elementary Spelling- Book has taken much pains to compile, In a pamphlet form, an imposing 
list of recommendations of that work in connexion with those of his Dictionaries. This pamphlet hab been widety 
Circulated, and the recommendations are calculated to impress the publick mind with the belief that \he Elementary 
Spelling -Book Is uniform in its orthography, pronunciation, and classification, and for this reason is worthy of 
being adopted in our schools and academies. Upon what principle these unqualified recommendations of this 
work have been given, It is difficult to determine ; since in all the&e particulars it is far more erroneous and defec- 
tive than the American Spelling-Book. I do not intend that this fact shall rest upon bare assertion, but upon 
proofs, which I challenge Mr. Webster and all his friends to gainsay. I am aware that in saying this, I am calling in 
question the certificates of men of great erudition and practical experience in various departments of literature- 
men whose literary reputation and publick functions present an awful preponderance to my single counterpoise ; 
but I rest secure in the irresistible force of truth, and the sincerity of my convictions, while I hesitate not to say 
that it would better comrort with the principles of justice and the interests of society, for gentlemen to state where- 
in this compilation by Mr. Ely is preferable to other books designed for instruction, than barely to assert it, how 
imposing soever may be the weight of their names. 

If the question were— whether Mr. Webster is entitled to reepect for his labours as a Lexicographer— there could 
he no diversity of opinion -, but when it is alleged that he has reduced the orthography to uniformity -or even an 
approximation towards it— or that his Dictionaries are more accurate in this particular than those of Johnson and 
walker— or that the Elementary Spelling-Book is less contradictory in this particular than others, the allegation 
requires something more than bare assertion— something more than general panegyrick to give it currency with- 
the American people. 

However laudable may have been the motives of the individuals who have thus lent the influence of their names 
to give popularity to these works, 1 fully believe I hazard little in expressing a doubt whether all or any of them 
have undergone the labour necessary to warrant these, in general, unqualified testimonials, some of which were given 
in anticipation of the publications to which they refer. Were i not personally acquainted with the fact that in this city 
meetings of teachers were had for the purpose of securing pledges to support the Elementary Spelling-Book and Duo- 
decimo Dictionary which were then unpublished , that Mr. Webster attended these meetings In person for the purpose 
of explaining his principles and eulogizing his own hooks— that at one of these meetings a committee previously 
appointed made a report commending the Elementary Spelling-Book, and urging the adoption of that report upon the 
authority— that one of the committee^' had seen the book in manuscript" f that at a subsequent period the most un- 
warrantable measures were adopted by the friends of Mr. Webster, to procure an endorsement for this compilation 
by the teachers in this city, which failed except as to a few Individuals— and, were I not personally acquainted with 
the nameless devices which have been resorted to— for the purpose of forcing these publications upon the commu- 
nity— I might suspect myself guilty of illlbcrallty in expressing this doubt; but possessing the knowledge I do in 
relation to this matter, and knowing also from experience the time and application requisite to form a correct opin- 
ion of their merits— I am Irresistibly impelled to the conclusion, that personal friendship has contributed largely to 
the procuring of these recommendations. 

Another pan of this pamphlet is worthy of a passing remark. For the purpose of disseminating more widely 
than could be done through the medium of the quarto dictionary, Mr. Webster has thought proper to publish in thur 
pamphlet, by a liberal extract from the introduction to that work, his often repeated, but unwarrantable attack* 
upon Walker. Why this relentless warfare upon the dead. •• whose works were never known" 7 * 

The truth of the matter is, Mr. Webster well knows that Walkerdid more than any other individual to render 
analogous the orthoepy and orthography of the language— that his principles are almost universally adopted in this 
country and in England— and that in that country as well as in this, " the usage of well-bred people" is derived 
from that author, instead of " forming a guide," as he would have us to understand. How preposterous the idea that 
in acountry like that of England, where science sheds her lucid beams with refulgent splendour, there should be 
in this branch of Philology no guide but the varying and capricious usage of " good society." 

Mr. Webster has stated in the preface to this work, that " it is designed as an improvement on the American 
Spelling-Book :" and, he also adds. " the classification, which was Imperfect in thai work, is here completed, and 
the few errors in orthography and pronunciation, which occur in that, are corrected in this work." It is, there- 
fore, presumed that neither Mr. Webster nor his friends will consider it unfair in me to point out what I consider 
erroneous, contradictory, and inconsistent in the orthography, pronunciation, classification, arrangement, and 
division of words ; more particularly, as the proprietor (Mr. Webster) has had the work before him more than two 
years: and has therefore had an opportunity to correct any blunders made by the compiler (Mr. Ely.) 

Before entering upon an examination of this work, I will state (as was stated on page 3») what I consider the lead- 
ing characteristicks of such a Spelling-Book as I should deem worthy of a general introduction into our primary 
•chools. . ^ , , , »_ 

l. It should contain as great a number of the words in common use as practicable, to the exclusion of extraneous 
and irrelevant matter; as many who attend our primary schools have no other opportunity of acquiring a correct 
knowledge of the elements of our language. m . , 

3. The classification of words should be judicious and distinct ; and the system adopted be strictly and correctly 
adhered to. 

3. The arrangement should be plain and simple, with a due regard to the expanding capacities and the progressive 
improvement of the learner. . . 

4. In orthography and orthoepy it should correspond with the standard dictionary of the country; or strictly 
conform with the principles of the work it professes to follow : for the dictionary, and not the spelling-book, must be 
the standard of reference ; and hence the Importance for the uniformity and correctness of our language, that the 
latter work should be founded and carefully constructed upon the principles of the former. 

CONTENTS. 

This spelling-book comprises 168 pages, containing about nine thousand words, arranged in spelling lessons. 
Interspersed with reading lessons, composed of detached sentences. In the selection of the words contained la 
the lessons for spelling, Mr. Ely seems to have used but little discretion, or discrimination t for , he has not inserted 

• 

* Sorely If the dictionary of Walker wm heretofore not known even to Member* of the BritUi Paribuneat «*•* 
country, each a circumstance can rarer hereafter happen where the pabNeariom of the American LnrtBanwhNt! 
dnction. The followinc ii an extract from Mr. Webeter'e pamphlet — *• " ,v "* "N?%taKN»«*.WMk *mm 

Sthor in Enjrlnnd ; and it ie ranarlrable that the Member* of Fartt* ' ^s» avasto! % %f» T* 

nrbesrd of that sntbor till they earn* to toil oountry." • 
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tli.hu cnU al V lb o ■ genlm. csDTUllHlt, 
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wrongly classed. It should be 0.1 i-ize ill w>r- :1a v«md of.** .» n-vi. it. '. *b* scfa-^ar will not know until be shall 
mrriT*; a: pur? in »:.■:'►■* r tfi •.*.- :»»■= " ui>irve>:" or - v^/v^l ani otLly men by seeing the primitive word 
etuhrnil :n whr.-f, the jOUnd Is t.-'x-*! ■ So: 1*4 rosjfUi «;*<£»; infvtf, iiujcrjt J azain oa pace IM : On page SO second 
etainfi symtel. v i-»in*--r>\i iiv.i. i-r. j^a^e r.. t.'ii in.n -jii jkum ht: rvj.^ ;*»£* iLirl coiumn statute, inserted 
a_'*:u on (tifafe 1 .-* ! .->uu.- •■*_••: !•. irr. **. : is. : *'i" Ci. ::ir+r*3a a?a:n c-r. i^e » : Saine page seventh column 
triumph. m*er*i %?%:n -jii ;•*••.■ 1 ? : <<n pir?»l £fa: co.uiun nuro.'-/ry. intend asain on the nur pase (52) ! Sane 
OO-uuiii neuunary. wruiipiy <\.i^«*-J <!i>ju1>i •* on {ar 128 with wor:* in which ~ r accented or endii>g a syllable, 
ha* the r*nu*d of • .'"' HtriK i-vs j^co-i-i f ,'i!..n 'sen:? 'c.n/. wrr .*_-;;." cl,**.-e ;. .* i= inserted again on page ISO when 
It nhould be wuh *-ordi in * • ."r*. _' ;. j- •--. :.v.o *_■.•• -*, :.:■■*" jr: .'" T..; : . ::.■. -"!. :. - •rii: pasa seventy P^es of the 
boc« alter jf-iramrf tn» Qt!huitGf.».y a *x<* .? 1 -/ •/«::'■ re !.e will k :.e ■■*■:*. -;.-?••■ nii." i c. # :0n .' Same pepe third 
comam adversary, m -«-rt#-: u«.n ««i w: /i'.rr ;..so.- -i ' '.-j; ja--e 52 5***- •.. i c.:.uir.n preibyTery. anu It is inserted 
again on i^re 67 fl-re m. )■!_• : -,u pr**' . :* ri :<: c»i- v i »v:\\ wcri» w"r..-::i r.av- ■ L-s primary accent on the first 
an-J the ae» ori'iury 0:1 th* \.:r l . " an 1 11 ;■*_•* -.7 ;■ :> *:li.—- 1 v.-rh w. .- 1* - a-.dr.tei • n the flr*t" onlv ! Same 
cot ii inn pioiat'jry in-*! *-i u_'.i;:. ••:. \.. : ■c« t . o I'j::s:. " ».ci.r [n_-e;r.:r-: c I'i.t.si :->zis.'aTtrt. lexUlaZure, legislator, 
ail wr^iny ci;l-.^>I. >r«- ■! 1 i«joji i-tt'Ji 1*5 w/i, -at.. ;» in -a ...r:. ■■£ tu i::.z u -y. lib.*:, has ::•* so'ind of j /" as »e*- 
etate.tm. tn> inji 5# tf«:r-l c-i'iiD.'i i «:/'>•#* r<. Ji- : '>iij -. o:.tp^ *:»*. ucs-iurt. azii /■yncicture. all wron^lj 
eUiy^l. ih'jui : in- »n p^:- ; « 1:1 ■-■ :.iii. * i.'i- '...- s u:i i ■•: £ 1 .' J".-.-?.-'.- Sv* *a : rl* a*e ^'" pr.n--ux:Pei. i as rA.ln the 
ocu vo. hul 111 u.* > t n+r\') du .t'Mturr nn \ e >/•/.-.' ir< o n 1 y u n; <» j ■ r- 1 .ou : . ■* -.- i b>-wir: ar.d fared!* ure"**s gl* 
anii Inr.'tj^nTK \- /.von wri.'^u :i:iy n .-» iM«i:i A >f •!.■: * -:.*.. "■»>■ ;>:l:i. i;i.->. : . li. *— c iiioiecliiij the t. in all of them, 
U fi'itot to rvprv-eii! : / "1.1 1 i:*r>r .Mr Lo' !.••.' '.*r:u w.T,vit ;fiy ::'"^«'.i si whe nvr "* »*s." or us zh f Oil pages 
ten'h r^iUiuii tvic. uiM:T m i--i van <«:i <ff//i< i- ;i.''- t!.if«r*irl» rul'jjnn : rfan^ pa^« sevcn"«*nt!i c><'.uxiin £^r«_ wrooely 
da/ it J, in 1 it i) !n-*?rt»r-i rx_' iin on \>iZh 1-.1 v. htre i'. should lie witii - a- r U in wh:^L g is bar J before e, t,andf • " 
On pa^e s* *.-cun : roiun»ii?a?»/»'. wn.ni'iy c.::«^.-.i. j»ji«k:1 i J.-.- 11 patt Ml wrh worJ>m wiich tare. care, dec- Art 
arc :iis«.rt/-.i ■ On |«-l% 60 »« n-i c-lui^n oi*in:fira'l. \vr n_:y cio>>eJ. shoulJ t« oii pace 114 where enthrall Im In- 
serted M'it'i th? ^iiri'l of rA noteu : .-.111^ \m:*- ti.ir! column '/cmrttitn. wro::^'.y rlasacti. *h 11 M Leon page lit 
wiih Wi<r>li in which "h It prjumiwi 1 »rtSr»r «*." wli-re irfv.lm i. ; ii.w-r'e t : Ti.-». the «rh-.;-tr *i.I £ns& m»rethaii 
flfiy p-i^r* after l«:aniiii£ tw- nrrh-wiphy -f oc-rvrhtlni \x**i:k he *.vi;l k:.ov.- i:s pr:nunc;aU« n : On paced first 
column auction's r, wrjnjW c!a.-f.s<-<]. sl.ouli! be on i«ii'e 1/7 w;::l - vivr^« in which ce. ci. li. ar.u si, are prujooneaJ 
as *A ."' Saint: i*u;«; b«c<>h.[co:uinti.^'u:»'.-' ^. 'jrizadi>.r. gr*.nadiir. anl t<///i£<zi-if/rr. wn.nHly cla-sseJ. ihcjr should 
be on wiee 137 with cavalUr. cor.l*Uer. csWtt. dec &.c. : riain*: pu.** tr.irl o.>iuu>u cjtzist iuii pre-exist, wnngty 
clav*.-il t hh«iiiM I*? on pa« 120 wi'h wnr-1> in which ■ x p;i5 f*s :nto t!.o K-nnd uf srz" where exist is iriserted'. That, 
the ictiOi-M Will irt-i.s *ix:y jmcvs wiei .oarninj 'lit- orthoirfcjihy «if tr^xis: and pruxist before Le will knowlbeir 
pronunciation /.Sam': Oi.umn O'PtrJ/iropf, wr njly clast'rd. shoul J i«i.np. «4 0/ ill wiU: w rds in which the sound 
of tfi Ls n<.<red. whf-r': thr'nc h in^er'.e'l ' On p _'t 62 flr.-t c lun.n o/n pi intent, it is inserted arain on patre 94. and 
ag/Jin on page I40 ! On pau:«:6^ sixti. c ■lunm /u.«:u/ »'<:/ir. wiuiiily caA^d. fhr-.i: : U ou paJe ISO with words hi 
wnich "x putse* into the »oun>! of ez," wl.-^re ^suberunt. &c. are inserted, and the x is fallowed by an accented 
syllable b^ninim; with a vu*>l. On p'-ttre *A ftr.st c«.»: u in n falcon, wrongly classed, sl.ou'd be on" page 139 with 
'■ words in which e, i and o, before n. are mute !"* Snine prige third cuLumn congras. wr »w:ly classed, should be on 
page 134 with word* in which - tl.e ^ounl of tig is close :' : &ui>e |*ai:e second coiiiinn dolphin, inserted aw in on 
page 104 ! On pajre 65 third co!ui:m iflrablct, wrunzly classed, and it is insesied asain on pace 124 where li should 
be witii " words in which g lias iU hard sounu I*; fore e, i. and y .'" On pare ttjorretfuf, should be on page 1*5, 
wh^re g ls hard before 1 ! On ita^e 67 fi»i column w&ttatlv*, wronzly rlasaed. should be on page 126 with words 
in v.-hirh 'g ending a syllable, has the .sound ot j." where vegetate, &c are inserted : Same page second column 
visi-jnary, wrongly clasisfd. it should be on page 123 with words in which " the terminating syllable is pronounced 
zhun," where division, &c. are inserted : .Same column missionary, dictionary, and stationary, all w r o ngly 
clasie»J, they should be on pa ere 126 with " words in which ce. ci. ti. and */, are pronounc-d as sh .'" &iine page third 
coturnn casuistry, wronely clas.-^l, »houM be on page 122 with words in which « is pronounced as zh .' (ftatpro- 
noc ced • ari 2A111 Webster's ottato dictionarj-.} on pa^e 68 fourth column sanguine, wrongly classcd^hould be on 
page 134 with words in which " the pound uf ne is close." where iangvish. &c are inserted • Same page flflh 
column spendthrift, wrongly cUxsa^d. should be on pace 114 with words in which the sound of th is noted! Same 
column surfeit, inserted asain saint na?e seventh column ! Same paire seventh column garden, inserted again 00 
page 73! on pose 69 tlrst column gallicism, in.^-rted ocrain on pare 132 wi'h " words endinff in ism /•' On page 79 
sec #nd column countrrni~n, inserted asain on pa?c 13S with wnrds in which "g is silent !'• On page 71 first column 
begin, second column bexet awl forget, all three wronsrly chu-r-^i. should be on paee 125 with " words in which g has 
its hard sound before e, i, and y /"' Begin is inserted airain (>n i«.ure 123 where it should be, but beget and forget an 
not there inserted : Same column irithin, wrongly classed, should ije on page U5 with " wonls in which th have 
their vocal sound !" Same iKtge seconJ column beset, inserted atraiu on page lOit < Cm pase 72 third column tcith 
draw, inserted ajntinon i«ufe S3, wrongly classed in both places, should le on iwnre 115 with " words in which eft 
have their vocal sound ! " Same pase eighth Oilumn mongrel, wrongly classed, it is inserted again on page 135 with 
wonls in which "the s^und of ng Is clrae." whern it should lie ! Thus, the scholar will pass more than «jrry pages 
after learning the orth/tgraphy of mongrel before he will know its pronunciation ! On page 74 second comma 
shtndder, inserted again on pase 8i ! On pat;e77 second column prognosticate, inserted asain on page ill, and is 
differently divided (prosnostic-ate— pnirnusti-cate '.) Same column authenticate, wrongly classed, should be on 
page 114 with words in which the sound of th is noted * Same page third column executive, wrongly classed, and 
it is inserted again on pase 120 where it should be with wonls in which " x passes into the sound of gz /" Thus, 
the scholar will pass more than forty pases after learning the orthography of exec utive before he will know Its pro- 
nunciation, that is, that x has the sound of gz In it • On wax 78 third column opake.nnd it is inserted again on page 
159, and differently spelled (opanue !) On pase 79 third column dethrone and enthrone, wrongly classed, should be 
on page 114 with words in which the sound of th is noted ! Some column declare, insnare, prepare, and compart, 
all wrongly classed, and they arc all inserted again on p. 141 wlkcre they should lie, and ensnare, differently spelled t 
Same p., fourth column brevier, wronsly classed, should be on p. 137 with dcrnit-r. frontier, Ac! On p. 81, bragga- 
docio and internuncio wrongly classed, should be on p. 127, with H words in which ce, ci, ti, and si, are pronounced 
Mih"I Same p. second column, metaphysics, Inserted asain on p. 130 ! Same column mathematics, again on p. 
130, wronsly classed in both places, should be on p. 114, with words in which the sound of Mis noted, where math- 
ematical is inserted ! Same cilumn preexixtcnt and coexistent, both wronsly classed, should be on p. 120, with 
wonls in which " x iwsses into the sound of gz," where exist is inserted ! The scholar can wot learn the pronun- 
ciation of these words until he shall arrive at p. 120 ! Same column, overshadow, wronsly classed, should be on p. 
86, where shadow Is inserted 1 Some column regimental, wrongly classed, should be on p. 125, with words in 
which •' g ending a syllable, has the sound of j, r ' where regiment is inserted! On p. 83. sixth column vrUhaU, 
wrongly classed, should lie on p. 115, where the sound of th is noted ! On p. 84, third column, thrill is inserted 
twice in the same column 1 Same column thought, inserted aeain on p. 156! Same column, throng, thing and 
thong, and thing and thong are inserted again on p. 134 ! On p. 85, third column thursday and pathway, both 
wrongly classed, should be on p. 114, where the sound of th Is noted ; thursday ls inserted aeain on p. 114, but 
pathway is not ! On p. 87, first column rasure and seizure, wronsly classed, should be on p. 122, where the s and 
% have the sound of zh, as grazier, fusion, Ac. 1 S.une column ancient, wrongly classed, it is inserted again on p. 
127, where It nhould lie with "words In which ce, ci, ti, and si. are pronounced, nssh"! Thus, the scholar, after learn- 
ing the orthography of ancient, must pass .forty pages of the book before he will know its pronunciation ! Same 
p. second column careful, wrongly classed, should be on p. 141, where care, declare, Ac. are inserted i Same col- 
umn faithful and youthful, and third column thralldom, all three wrongly classed, should be on p. 114, where the 
sound of th Is noted ! On pase 88, first column pleasure, measure, and treasure, all wrongly classed, should be on 
p. 122, with words in which * has the sound of zh, as hosier, Ac ! Same column censure, pressure, andL/Iwure, all 
wrongly classed, should be on p. 12s, where c, t, and 9, have the sound of sh ! [S has the sound of sh m all these 
words in Webster's octavo dictionary, and in censure and fissure in the quarto, but none of them are so pronoun- 
ced In the duodecimo !\ Pleasure, measure, and treasure, are Inserted again on p. 137, with words in which *• the 
rowel a of the dlgruph ea, has no sound, and e ls short, but it ls not there stated that « has the sound of zh! 
On pace 99, first column, significant, inserted asain on page 138 • On page 90, first column, integrity. 
Inserted again on page 109 ! On pase 92, first column imaginary and unnecessary, both wrongly classed, should 
.* 'n p. 198, with words in which " c accented or ending a syllable, has the sound of s, and gthat of j," as imagi- 
nation, Ac on that page 1 Same column confectionary, wronsly classed, should be on p. 126. with " words in 
which ce, ci, M, and sTare pronounced as sh"! On p. 93, UlegOtiuy nn&Jtagelet. wrongly classed, should be on p. 
129. with words la which " g, ending a syUrWe, has the sound of;,* r as legible, fragile, Ac on that page 1 On p, 
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1 he Iihh tyu/irt lc. u. lit. cA.ypjp'r. i. IS, Sic repealed here In wordaen 
j la, orrhvisfGphic. p. i:«i, thiJmr. p. m. ivlilc.li air trot on pan* 114, L 

ml rfinu: iion.l I :' ^ime cliuiiii (.xrari'c. lii.-crled aiialnon p r iai,andd*j 
i pntmwtie, 4t^Hlik on il n>5 i tiHtuv 'oiuiilii '.'i'('.ric. aioilnonp. ivdlm 

jr-i? rl-»!. thrs-ti-Ttc il55i I i Oi. ji;i::e 1-fl r<lc!."»i;i.tf. milnir -™;,-t>,-/c. i 

vc!t,.«.«.r.i. sai,i:i.'!iri,„i ]). lij, i~r!)ioii.:r. i/K'u-kr. a»'"Hi ««(.:.-. '.■.iMin.'frr, n i.'* slid;,!. (V:=r,-«irrjK!, «i:.;rniiH, 

[:roi!..Bc;»>jin of n,'i, (ft, (j, ti-.'i. iiniU. vjlilch occur in tl*m i Tiiu'i. Ihc utiii>>-ii win) mnmlta the iiie<lliin-bo.* cmly, 
will loiter rij'.'ulJjiijy-iai.ianiifil ivitii li,<.iv i;,i>iliii,,Ll[|™i whi!i> a rilli mt'it , mfatsli f , (■ « t tr^it, j fS 

iii'j7 ,"i i r ■:...■ ii ii, ' -c ddi zriconalatrncy IrnLVl liable. 'Jd the cluetflculoa of 

ii ii. .'ill'' wfi,. . r.i, i.'i i .'. ■!' 

(HI pete l» nflh milium (■wriiljwt, lltit. vf.-.l iiciiin or. |i Ul with words In which " the "Dun* of w Ii do«M 
OlI]*u,"B l*ll1iifdl.'liiiliii •:'-'.-,l..-, !■ Infill. I ■■llli ' worii'iin.lliii; In ' liUl aorcb* fiaa net any * UlUln AMP 

p *7 praii column twnur, 
in p nn o nuiV^II (rnuA.imlil, <MO*,«n«, fifth 
wUlnm* in which s'ahon." Onij n» a( umm wonH 

111 i i I r unclatlon CM Mto learned In ear 

lliinn contained In ll.e i'i«l In ' buJi : iinii! ]i ■i.vvi eia-ono A'jpwiinrl Inrsm, HTenth rmumn IA«wi>.lBimd 
Win OB p. I»l On I'.p;:,: I!), o.in/.i.n. ; jivjj. st:, nyil::::, .'.-,:«(.':,-,!, If,?;-,' ]|. I'll, sen, Ohm, iMnMM, fatr » M. 
i;S ,■;■■!(■;!. |j. i la, ivhi-'i'lr., v in, ::;<.(<: i'e. iWiitlc, lin.i e lit-an iiiuBiltd wiilioiit any rule for the ptonunclMklUpt U, 
1 j, r r.i .!»■-!.! uhif t<-/iiK.-i. si/iiraiw*<! ]i. li'i, HsfiiiSa. ,|(v,'/iii ii. in, kMJWi:, icSiffift ftVJllii, 

f. i -s:i, .':<.,. f I'-':.' Iii,,-iv.u»i f,-.,v:iu I'll, Hi vhsie I 1 r ( nii n pi 

OKiinij c:-Mi;'-!ii™ la a. cxe?t.ir,i:o:<.si'.!e-.cy.c.m\.w\-,- und o! umlm-miry : (In ii. mi iil.tli ml Jmu iurft U InHIUd 
wiuf w d. n w h, ot 

Id UK illaiiJO!irl« or Mam or Wnlker I n« word li, Uieielon!. wrmrlj cluscd. 

I i«. .".it. i'l/l ;l.,?n jii i,o:i\lv. liui ros 

•neux ■Ilka inLiipinurKlailDii." Ofibewlw kuflwn elrhtinam ; ■niT lw mi(hi wich u much prcprtelj. 1"t» 

"■MuGrVtaitiMtiixaalr •lU»"thaii*HnJj-ii(i('oiiy« iivSe lui^uine'i Uui I*, mmbir io ma pniMweMli* <( 
Hi. WabMcTi diatonari/. Althmtrh Mi. Elr Inn iiiiied UiU ihno " •onli" an " neulr" allk* InjrcmBocUUoo, 



m« i " i". en- 'Hi hi ■ /■■ "i r .i,"i . .nni.connHipjentlTUie achoWr wllii»TertaCPW Trim 

ffiamaof ihli ■[> .■.k,;y.-.i>.u«ii ".i-niv, iw'.-s:* 

ei«Uj Bilka In priiiiiiii.Mii.'.i," nn knowing has Umi-'jimBnicttrfoii" l>i u, ■r»,»r»pt, except, nceKi, ex- 
ks>-1, tcm, iuUitloii. iii;i-3, nx. "lly. [JloweilifiTnii, ei'nirn.ballacl, ballot, cWhe«.Pl»e, osnaon.doal, Immnniurit, 
(,'CW.Uii, > '.■-<: Mm. ii"fi<M!«, lui|.,..L,iiv. 
taknrn, lalimi. and value, are n« prODOUncsd In any iptlline ksaon or Ihebookl btJL alip.lMifoct, TrBtS [lTI, 

67* aniS^wVartdTuM, edIUOn ™ w "4lw%, ei^ 
IV, Ui-8,1..-! I . <l,l':>. p. n, ,-MM. Illi'.il l>. !"■;■, t nn ,,. i; f (, i,n> |.. Y.i. Il'.I, vli! , 2|, I r p. <,!, i. K \ ,, UT, MVj p. 
].J,ku.my |. 1». [iit.sim.iu5 ji. ej, m..in:i |i. ::i : insi u. ::i. :i.,3 f. ft>, Ini.ip. ;■! Mop. 9), loam p. W, medal p. £ 
maddle p. m, poinlj.. s.--, i-i.-.-'i ji. il, lain. p. la, .i'l.cy |i sj, m- praiiPiirj.^d an IBr mtctdlne pana 1 Sane ni 
Ibaae wordi hens ilvtn as bdnc r '*oirfjp" elite In pronuDclallon. arc very dlHInctlr Ctmrntf ; at clr (■ lou,) « 

m*«rrf In the aptniT^itoi*, 
nrillier is tho word lobe fc.und In v/csitars stJuiol dictionary, but in bin nw.no (.0 Kiya " I! la omiallj pmnnuml 
V (a Hal) and in hlaoctavoliediwpronoun«ltQriallall) BUfyand ally are diffeienUy amenteifl dacwHenil 
Hkok; clone IntbeOnt syllable, and I sharp In Attune, but, i short In Ihe M syllable, and t like t In both «T]. 
laWee InilinaK, nol »<-ry - : neatly alike" In iironunoiation i iUisi ami liiw ,■ iio« Is not primounnii In ue BpeUlrn- 
Daik, or In WebBiei"B quarto dicuonjry, anif the ward Is not in be fount In Vehetere school dlcUonHT, wbk* to, ot 

-" l ' '- "■■■ -■-■'■'— ■'■■■'- - > '--' •".cllonsry, 11 ti pronounced wilh o like u Ml 

ir lirr- WebeteTi cgero JimMnin; 



,'['n,i.< i.-.'loh. rhit Mr K'y 
in- fan. r.i- .nil!.. iik i.'ihij 

-piriid'i. I.u! /J^r/rrsirli, TWO- 
. Ely lias. In the proceJing 
:i]i,l Hi.",, o'.j.'tai,,! iftjed 
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lmaiamecA alike, but "pellftd IT I fh 

llli.l II" ,V1S,,J|. '.V I I'l''. '.'■,,■■ I -VI V II !!'■ -I ' L'1 II 'V I II I 111! |l . II.M If .V !-■ 1 I 1 ■ IH nil H.H- l.nffc 

There in ufcHnrtKfecdV '*'■ Wabner, sillier 'in ids Epeillng. 
nil riyAij/ vmrdii ef liiiu r'r.-i ; yet .Sir. illy M.m (tarsi,-, I In ill, Ivr.™ i.ui 

.■-.-■ .... IIV : Tl.- 11 .!!■■ f J.-;-.=.-./.-= .! ■■■.■./ 

Hie S . I • ■ . . ■- Jl I L - ill.] i..[|..-.ilJL' i-il'ilniSs i'v.'ii. SV.,1 
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jii-i.-B-.! . I.liil.l p,,cc HE. an J mayor [i;ii;n 71 - Li-., ;.|' ]«!,:(! 33, ilia r.klsJ |u;l:I9i ni-rr ftm,- nil. i.r.il iiitr puff iG ; p: -it 

uimiB.aiid (iljic wit 17 i mi page w, and fOtcii'WS; h 1 1 , :.- ^.(i; as, :mu p'.-n [..«(« ins i lute is*e a. wid nil 

I ■".■■ ■■'. ■■■■■' ■■■ li ■; -i"l "■ ■ I ■■ .V". ■■■ .'I'.' ■■■■'■ii !■ .■'...!■■ ■ ■ ■ i ! n; .< 

pn,-;; ill; ■.nil in-'.-!--, ami Ti-.UII IT'pr; IV ; nil:.-. |..:r SI lilil Hi. Ill J .in 1 pail, l!5 : |T]:;ia I v.n ..,.r.l-:.|e cl:: ■.',!:[! i-fl 

it.::.- hi. ,t- leiuir-'iiw exi-.i.-i.l> alme in | - n : r ■-■■-.■- i ■i.'-.nl in flit. v.vit.mr'i. ti-ia.-r, ,,.,- ,111 y il.t.y iu< [,i(ii,oinjr.rd 

iiLiii" ' <iu:i. ■ ■] ww in Wi-li-lnri, iim>kcit,.n .LLJinuaiy !l n:l fs-ii II. i.ii.i liiilt ;r.'-i' ';:.! 1 lin.l: u:-..< is, ;.]ni tjnirc 
nav,: l]: : i nilCi u^ali,. :.|,.l .uii1i...i.:m-- V : r.r.rl ji.l:,. i?. ail llavall ua:," 1.1 ; cm'-. ,,:■,.<■ ■'-., ui.lL nnv.el I'V i 
: rl|.-e..liviti:il;!:ir,i[-.:.>-.s|-..-.i ; (!]il-.i.;i]-.! *' 

Fmiit.hl, . Stv.FJy Ls, ;,!■ n In, 1, i, ,: 111 Hi. ,1 i I: ...„,r, iwr,.h/ -..',, ■-,- VA.nli, er.in.f v.l.'i -k „■,.-. ;ai «]. ar i,,i:i! iar- 

lev „,■:" iv in :-.t-.'iv.iL In 11 r. AVi'liMi-i's ,1 i c 1 1. 1 1 ..1 iy . n„l 1. >r -.vl.iii: is In tills k-sion. <',- In anyiiih 1 sit- Hue isir-ci 

■■■] , ■ i'l ' '■ In !■ 1' II- '■■■ ■■'■■' ■ ■■ ■" ' 



Pd vLrii ' tii,i;!ra[»iy 0: ■ ll.il Iurliv.; Jc.il". .11 I ill ■■!. ,1 .1 ..!■■ 1.1 i .11. II ,. ■ ■ : 1 

1 "us- I' ■■■ ' i'l" ' !■' '■ "■■ ■ ■ 1 I w.' 'I 1 ■■ 1 I'mt "■ , !■ in, 1 ,n C e ;::), iiay ami In,/ 

PH S*. ■■■ 11 IS nromiiU'm-'l :-.': -y lit V. il:-m : k iTl.v.-.-,ilIr:j!)i;':.:-y. ]a;,k limre iS. [K..v jiiiL,: ta. y-'.i ii.':.' f.j. fltl.ll 

mil Ihrtmc »B«C«,i ] ■iM.lr.jiim im;;.: 3,-,1jimu\ |i3.-.'e 1- I'i.ii' iii...s ■ >'. n- 11^.(1) 

..II..I.,.,, ■ .. I !■ I. ,. 11, , ..,. ,..„:,„,{ 

Ir. cly «i-i Inseiiril ii n i:- h ,;:LLti>r-EiM:; ™ |u:r.! ;iri,n.] Iv:.!. i.n.i in hAh ii..:;;il.-i. ,-ivtirt 

,.■„:::, ../yirs ;.,.:■, 'J..- - 1 ■ ; " ' | , ■■ ■ .- . I ■ ■■ ; ■ In. . I v !■ I ■■ i... ., 

■m.slni I .1. !■■ ■ n 'Ii ■!■■:, T li ..M. I.'i '. 11 I ■ ,. .1, n '.- 4>> 

:-,-, ]irnif'j ]'riL'i! V; 1.1 iv..-. f.nvii | 17. ,-iin, l- ....'i- 17, \..,v n.i.' :i'-. 3., nf/s ].,!■:.- 17. ,,-.. n ::-i 

■■■■ ■ ■ ■ 1.1 1 1 ...... 1 ■ ... I.' .1 ■ ■ ; I 'i. 

SI. wL.ni, j,:l-,.- 1IS1. Ihrew I,™,.-:!.!.,,™!-!- |,--i- 37. k.ny |..;,-o ■;,. rrku, ,ini., n n,H' 3/. m-,-! 

I. ''I ■ ■■■'" ■■ I". ■ ■■■..■ I" ' I' ■ ..■ I I I'M I'.'. I. 

Iii'.-y-.. iisn:S.|iL|'.i.i|. 7l..:.l',i,ili„ |,..:,s;:. ., : :..^.:,:,.si ...... I",'. , j, M < nli.in 1,.. .... 

.-.ni vii , 1 iKr. 1. v. i.ki ,.. 11 :■ ,. in.. 11, ,-.-,„,! v in, ,. -.ti, ,..:. -r,:, ,„ 




I' ' '■ ■■ ■■'" !■■' ■'■ ■ im >' I" ■ ■ I ■■ ■ ■ ■'. 1 1, 11 ' nil. 11, 

SU::. i\.iHi<i:t, V. ,.RD.-:- m-.:; ^.-ociJ-. mkfu -IKunilliq in L-.,-l.nJ V. Ilk 11 ;m-ii ur 

anv .111-1:11111 irv-.i 1.1 n.i.:ix»jt r 1 

■ ■ !■-. I !|.(. ■■ ii' 1 ■!■■■ 1 In. I ■...■. 'I, 1 ■ 11 ..■■,! ,| I . I , .,,., 

Hi!-. I si in.- («l»'i- sin- .: ■—. i'lmi "I.. 1: !■ ii-., i\f\ in-liaw.'.nnsiiiinisi'.y- ::.« i-rtirt.iv.viiL rj-nr hi- nniflii rcicir 

H lllli' .,ri.i;i:i;:,i. m li-'i„:nvn ,l L . r 11 i .ii-i lr.,1 : 11 ■ ■. I.»sli. i..-:ii,: 1 „n. Ibs ..yen k.iun 1 1.. I :),!■:■,■ arc ri.Bi iris, ,ls 

11,11- II ■ ." ■ ■' I' ' ..'Li li' I. I", , ■! I , .■ ■ I ,■ ■ I,' ■ .,,■ I . I,, I. , 

. ..II.I I, I ■ I,.' ■ 1 .■,!:.. 1 1. ■ .11,1 11, „, V .11 I ,1 CM. ■ , „| 

■ lid nninlii. lyller mill li.-'.l.ir nail lis. anil rin.iih lli.rl. ami - .,, ,-, cnnl 11 mi nl^l'-l. llisir.l!'. mill .i.^.un, !.ii|.|l(s 

1.111'. snlil'. Ill ma: ma an'.- 11: i-iu'lln ..ml --.Lisn-n. H3|.nr,ill,in anil , ■ -.] , ilul 111 !l. «t- 4t. llontcf which air ill aril 
isf ili,> i.ivLI.im l:-.,.. l :imii[" 1 l.o FJi...ii.i]-.l.i:v;-|:iLii:,i: [\vi : I ~* 

i-lyiklv : -As. Mi. IL'v 1 . - . -= :.oi ilvcu il ... , .,v]n.n tiaia.n nC ii,- v.:,, is: 11, Mm. liwai we Oil 11M .H-rrtnlr how he 

]!:l,:l,,!..L a inn,...;r/ llir-m .a-,'-!- :.i,ivi!.l !,.■ ,:■•/.:. unni.ii I .1,: l.all 1 In'llr. Iiy am! liny, csiililm ami n-lilnc rlna 

■"i.l skin, tr.ui.ci: :ni.l tr,u ,-.:.!■ I, illt' i.inl .'ye .llr.iiu,,'. ,lv,.|. I,:c an.i liLfli. lire ni..l l.inl.t.r. Link. 1 i.ikL imilie. liar, ilsr 

1,1 lrm. nil mill mm. t'l'-a" rui.l I'lv.uv, lyaml ivry. rent- 11 n. I » r,,:r, mv; ,m,l n,-. viol a, 111 vim ftc. : siltllljuch 

: ^./; l ?. h ;!;„^':!..-^.V^ , ;!.^!.'n:,!7i;;';'-^^ ■ommciatnniof 

ID Webulsri illctlonniT i uby 



ening to a door, and bmilt. to sift) does not \ie\ous in Mi.s li ss- n ! 
Mchivi dirtlouary, and tins class <ca>k.a vessel tor liquids, an.* cat 
4mtnm, (a small weight) does not ap|>ear in Writer's tcho>il dictii 
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music.) dies nut appear ad all In Wehs»er"s school dictii -nary, and this class (has*, low. vile and liass in m'frid do 
nut bvtomrin this lc>yon ! buull, (to sifu do?* n* appear in W<.h.;ter"s school dictionary, and this class (Iwli, a fast- 

■n ! ca>que. (a helmet) dt*w not <tp|N*ar in Webster's 
casque, a l.e:mei.* ik«s w\ belong in this lesson i 
dictionary, and this class (dram, a drink of spirit, and 
rtrarliiui a small weight) docs n-M belong in this lesson! nought (none) is not tl* preferable spelling in We J iter's 
school dirtionaiy, and this class (naught, bud. and nought, none) does n/rf belong in tills lest-on! nett (clear nf 
shanks) due* mot apiiear in Webster's ticho 4 dictionary, and this class (net. a wwn snap-, and nett. clear «.f 
tjnxffni does N«rf be'oug in this lesson ! ouse runners' bark) does not appear in Webster's school dictionary, and 
this rlas< maze, to Is.mic out, and ouse. tanners' lark) does not belong in this lessuu < Mule, ia way or eouise) is 
not the preferable spelling in Webster's schod dictionary, ^nd this class (rout, a confused quarrel, and route, a 
course or way) <fc«* no/ belong in this lesson ! seine, (a fiih net) is' spelled contrary to^ebstei's dictionary; 
should be seln I [In Mr. Webster's quarto and octavo dictionaries he says under the word net : " it is sometimes 
written nett, but improperly," yet Mr. Ely has Inserted nett in this lesson ! :) Thus Mr. Ely lias inserted in this 
fctfaon EIGHT classes of - words pronounced alike, but different In orthography," while they are in Webster's dlo 
0ssjary wtili but one orthography ! 

Tenthly :-Mr. Ely has, in this lesson, on p. 146 second column. Inserted cent, sent and scent, with their distinc- 
tive definitions ; and, he has Inserted sent and scent again on p. 140. first column ! ■ On p. 147, dvn and nap are 
Inserted twtee / On p. 149, he has " rear, to raise," and " rear, the hind part." with rear spelled tillki in both rases ; 
jet Mr. Ely has classed it here with " word* pronounced alike, but DJFFEREST in orthography" 1 1 \ Same page 
lit, Mr. Ely has inserted " •hare, sea coast /' and " shore, a prop," with shore spelled alike in hot h cases; yet 
he has classed it here with " words, different in orthography*' 1 1 (In Mr. Webster's old Spelling Book, he had, on 

&I48, ** shore, side of a rrver,** and. " shoar, a prop," a blunder which he evidently copied from Dilwonh*B Spell - 
g-Boi*. This blunder Mr. Ely corrected, either by the assistance of Walker's Rhyming Dictionary , London Edi- 
IMb MM. (See Introduction lethis review p. 6.) or from the criticism which appeared in the Albany Arms (see p. 32,) 
jret he has retained the word In this lesson with words different in orthography mi] The definitions of some of 
these clasites are rather singular, as " map, on cloth ;" "fane, a weather-orck," Ac. Szc I |.See Webster's schoof 
ifeltouary, in whidi they are not thus defined. 1 On pages 150, 151, 152, 153, Mr. Ely has given short sentences, in 
which the words of distinctive definitions are exhibited, as, " What ails the child ?" sec. Sic. In those sentences Mr. 
Ely has inserted better ami bettor, calendar and calender, mead, flerr and fine, peak and pique, peer and 
pier, pore and pour, rein, sign, threw and through strait and straisfd, tail anil tale. tic. when he lias not classed 
one of them with the words of distinctive definitions ! On p. 154 and 155. Mr. Ely lias given a class of" nurds of 
Irregular orthosrraphy. u This lesson contains a great many words which were in the lesson containine words of 
dlstfattivc definitions, and, therefore, as the pronunciation of those words is nor driven, this lesson (p. 154) should 
have preceded the words of distinctive definitions, or their pronunciation be given to avoid the repetition of 
them here ; as p. 154, beau, been, isle, one. done, would, dough, neigh, sleigh, weigh, hough, p. 155, seignior, dec ! 

On p. 155. he has a class of words in which *' h after r is silent," and on p. 1*29 he has rhetoric, and on p. 198 rAI- 
jQOceros with h itallck ; and they are inserted again in this lesson i 

On p. 156. Mr. Ely has a class of words of which he says, " in the following, ue at the end of the primitive word 
are silent ;" ami he has inserted roguish in this lesson, in which there is no ue ! again, he has roguery, in which the 
ue are not silent In Webster's octavo, but are in his school dictionary ! And again, lie has movrue and opaque in 
this lesson, wrongly B|telled and classed, as they are both spelled without ue in Webster's school dictionary, thus, 
unosVand opake 1 1 

A great evil attending this system of classification by terminations, is, that the scholars will, in many instances, 
obtain the habit of a monotonous sing sons pronunciation ; and, the system also leads, in a great many instances, 
toerrourin the pronunciation of the terminating syllable; thus, on p. 104, fourth column, chilblain, villain, mort- 
main, plantain, vervain, curtain, in which the sound of ai should he changed three times in sounding the six words, 
from lone a to short i, and from long i to sltort a I The scholar will, as they are now classed, naturally pronounce 
them oH with a long, or all with i short ! Same page second column, annals and entrails, and no rule is given for 
their pronunciation, The scholar will, most unquestionably, be inclined to pronounce both terminations with a 
short, or a long. The same may be said of the next two words mittens and summons, in which terminations they 
W'll pronounce the e and o alike, dec dec examples of which may be seen on almost every page of the hook, where 
Jheie are spelling lessoni 

ARRANGEMENT. 

Next 1n Importance to the proper classification of words intended for spelling lessons, containine the different 
and peculiar vowel and consonant sounds, Is the due arrangement of the words thus classed, according to the case 
or difficulty with which their orthography and pronunciation are learned. 

Thus, on page 29, Mr. Ely has Inserted monosyllables containing ee, on p. 30, those containing oo, and on p. 39 
words which contain dd, bb. gg, U, ss, rr, as lees, breeze, goose, odd, ebb, egg, pass, purr, &c and pace 36 in which 
Age, tch, Iph, mph, Stc as midge, scratch, sylph, nymph, Sec But, on p. 42, he has words with a, i, and o long, as blade, 
elide, choke, p. 43, spoke, blame, p. 47, tine, drone, brave, drove, which are much more easy for the scholar to learu 
than those on pages 29, 30, 32, and p. 36. preceding them as noted above ! Again, Mr. Ely has a cfciss of monosyllables 
ton p. 117 which are more easily learned than those on pp. 32, or 36 ! Again, Mr. Ely has on paws 51 and 52, inserted 
'woods of four syllables, and on p. 61, he has easy words of two syllables ! He has a class of words of rhrte syllables 
onpages 82 and 83. and words or two syllables much more easily learned on paces S6 and S? ■ On page 84, he has 
•difficult monosyllables in which the sound of th is exhibited, ami on p. 117, thii-ty pages after them, he has easy 
monosyllables! On pages 124 and 125, he has words in which g is hard before e, i <eid y, which is one of the most 
easy lessons 1n the spell ioe-liook, placed after the words in which x has the sound of gz. p. i_o, / Hie sound of tsh* 
p. 121, i the sound of y, p. 122, * and z, the sound of zh, p. 122 and 123, ch like k, p. 123, which arc tl.c most difficult 
lessons In the spelling-book i On p. 134. he lias words in which ng has its open and close sound, which is one of 
the roost easy lessons in the book, placed after the words in which c. *, and f, have the sound of sh. on pp. 126, 127, 
and 128, which are the most difficult in the language! And again, the words which end in le on nasres 141. 142, 143. 
«nd 144, areplsiced after ten or fifteen lessons, the orthography of which Is more difficult to be obtained, tlian that 
of the lessons preceding, as above noted. Thus, I think it will appear evident to every pprson, on examination, that 
these lessons are not all arranged with due regard to the ease of learning their orthography or pronunciation. 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

There Is, perhaps, no hranch of education by which the learned and the illiterate are so readily and so generally 
distinguished, as that of spelling. So universal is the condemnation of bad si>clliinr, among all classes cfcitlwns, 
Thether professional.- mercantile, or mechanical, that no jwrson, it is believed, can he found who would be willing 
Jftbs identified with it. The subject of orthography, therefore, is of primary importance in the education of chlE 
4b«n, and should encase the attention of parents, and all teachers more especially, since it may fairly be assumed 
that one third of the whole time s|)cnt in acquiring a useful education, is devotedto this particular branch. 

I will now show, that, although Mr. Ely h.is, In the orthography of the Elementary spelling Bor.k, avoided most 
0m Iho orrours in spelling pointed out in the Albany Argus in 1S27, rsee page S2.J yet he has spelled other words 
asntrmryto ALL of Webster's dictionaries; so that the orthography uf the new spelling-book is MORE ERRO- 
HBOUB than that of the old one ! 

First t— Mr. Ely has spelled a great many words contrary to all of Webster's dictionaries, but agreeably to John- 
s^b and.Vblker l 

:-^Mt. Ely has spelled a number of words contrary to the orthography of Wets'tr's duodecimo school 
. "his last eoork, all written and corrected by himself?' but agreeably to either Webster's octavo or quarts 

Jlfcijr i-'Mr. Ely -has spelled a number of words contrary to ALL of Webster's dictionaries, but agreeably 10 
^ spelling-book 1 

-Mr. Ely toss spelled a number of words contrary to ALL Webster's dictionaries, contrary to his oU 

, and sus4siitrary to the orthography of Johns on and Walker m 

o fpeflsd Jtht mme Mordsin he* DIFFERENT way, while it Is spclfaxVbgt otu way is 
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ly spelled * wind but out way, while lilsmlWt 

,y 'fl,.. i^ Mi. ^' ■ h-l- .'.rj' i'i 
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luu it hmtclv, havKli In •no alios, and Aauiu* and taic* iniinixW ; Uma, ilicnuuely KiviiiseKiisii-iiii.!' ion* 
enna Iff pJaolne II tal 1 1 ^Ojl^ 11 ^ M 1 - E ^ "»* "I* 1101 ««*> «"»«* io Welwer;. tliclliinnry, but on uni. 
ill, ho huipelleil it mm! a£ i <■» si. WakSoiIIKiy HWi 

whif.li ii hmpdlealiUc*/ iS*«* I. the «imr prucmncluloiiof aWfc.'l On infe H, K*u. ciralrarr liilTllMll'l 
achntri dUUonuT^ln wtaUk It I] ifielltd acoM .' On tun p.wc 31. turr ana lur two, ways. «nd hut tmc my llmr] 

lomdhyMi. Weoster.or uic jhorlesl spelling H On puaSS, CMHvVny and rumfn '" WMfcMfn Mhool illfii.in.ry i 

h'|i II I- -,, -.I'.i il./-., u ..hi- il. M '■..■, ■! .. ,|.|-,i... I .-|...-.- . I:. :.,i, ,n:y I!..i ; .■.■,,-.- .■'■i, :!■ .,:,:'/ ' .' 

On ftp *>. f*W, *ni **•"! In Webster* dictionary I fhme luge IT, mtfand p«if. run aB la inem*n M 
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SPECIMENS 



OP 



WEBSTER'S ORTHOGRAPHY. 



(All the words marked with an asterisk, were evidently copied from Dilworth's Spelling-Book, as they appeared the same in Dil worth'*' 
Spelling-Book, contrary to ALL of Webswr's Dictionaries, and 10 the Dictionaries of Johnson and Walker ; and they hart been thuer 
contradictory and errontoutly spelled in Webster's old Spelling-Book tor more than forty years lit] 



Otd SpttUnf Book Dictionary 1806. Dictionary 1817. Quarto 1888. Octavo 1831. Duodecimo 1831 



Abridgement 
Absoiaion 



Aceovier 

Aohc 

Aehierment 

Act* 



lie 



Abatable 

Abattis 

Abbey or Abby 

Abridgment 

Abscission 

Acanacious 

Accepter 

Aecouter or 
Aocooter 



Accoqterments 

Ache. Ake 

Akmg 

Achievement 

Acknowledgment 

Acre. Aksr 

Adruole 

Admittable 

Adventuresome 

Aery 

Aggroup 

Agfct,JjgoJat 

dew 
Aisle, Afle, Be 



Alchymy 
Aieoran 



Alleged 
Almanack 



Annotto, arnotto 

Antedftavlan 

Antlstrophy 



Apcattay 
Apostrophy 



Appellative 



A «Al^«AeMMhlsi 

ATOtrcnpcNB 



tt 



Koran 

Allege 



Ammony 



do. 

do. 
Alledge 
Alledgeable 
Auedged 

da 
do. 



do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 



Apposk 
Apposttnew 



Arrao 

Askatmce 

Askannt 



Assuredly 
Assurer 



Autocracy 
Avordopoia 



*7J7»> 



Bailiff 

Babe 

Bannerol 

Bannoo, 

Barbaeue 

Bark 

Baae 

io.» 



Abateuble 

do. 
Abbey 
Abridgement 

do. 

do. 
do. 



do. 

da 

do. 

do. 
Acknowledgement 

da 

do. 
Admitable 

do. 

do. 

da 



do. 
do. 
da 



do. 
da 

da 
Apposite 
Appositely 
Appottteness 

da 

da 
da 
da 



da' 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 



da 
da 
do. 
da 

do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
da 
do. 



-,. , J*. 
Aurnlet ' 

Aiddecamp 

do. 
Alchimic 
Alchimical 
Achimically 
Alchimist 
Alchimistic 
Alchimistical 
Alchimy 
Alkoran, Koran 

do. 
ADegeable 

da 
Aliegeraent 

da 
Ammonia, 
Ammony 

da 



Abatable 
Abattis and Abatis 

do. 
Abridgment 

da 
Acanaceons 
Accepter or 
Acceptor 
Aecouter 

Accontering 

Accouterea 

Accotiterments 

do. 
Aching, Aking 

Acknowledgment 

da 

do. 
Admittable 

do. 
Aerie 



do. 

Abatis. Abattis 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 



Aecoutre,Accoater Accoater 



do. 
do. 
Alchemic 
Alchemical 
Alchemically 
Alchemist 
Alchemislic 
Alchemistical 
Alchemy 
do- 
do. 
Alledgeable 

do. 

Ailed gement 
Almanac 
da 



Anastrophe, 

Anastrophy 
Anemone 

Ammony 

Anotta 

do. 
Antistrophe, 

Antiatropny 
Apocope, Apocopy 
Apophthegm, 
Apothem, 
Apothegm 
da 

Apostropny 

da 

da 

da 

da 
Arehchimio 
Arqaebase, 

Harqnebaae 
Arrack 
Askanc* 
Askant 

da 

da 

da 



Amphitheatre 
Amphitheater 
da 



Antoerasy 
Avoirdupois 

daT 
Ay, Aye 
Baffetas, BaAas, 

Bastas 
Bailer, Bailor 
Bafltf (Cor.) 

Bandrol 
Bannock 



Barbara* 



Buta 



do, 
da 
da 



Accoutring 
AcconlretT 
Accoutrements 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Addable, Addible 

do. 

do. 

do. 

da 

da 



do. 

da 
da 
da 
da 

da 
da 



da 
da 

da 
da 
da 
da 
Archohemio 
da 



da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

do. 

da 
Axe, As 
1 da 

da 

_ <•• 
[Bailiff. Baffif 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

Bawviol, Baseviol 

da 

to. 



do. 
Abattis 

do. 

do. 

do. 

da 
Accepter 



Accoutering 

Accouterea 

Accouterments 

da 
Aching 

do. 

da 

do. 
Addible 

do. 
Adventursomo 

do. 
Aggroup 

do. 

do. 
Aisle, Aile 
Achunio 
Alchimical 
Alchitnically 
Alchimist 
Alchimistic 
Alchimistical 
Alchimy 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

Almanack 
da 

Amphitheater, or 
" Am p h ithea t re 



da 

do. 

da 
da 



New SpOL Book. 



A b xasiou 



da 



Acre 



dor 



Aisle 



da 
Apothem, 
Apothegm 

da 
da 

da 
Apposit 
ApposiUy 
Apposhneas 

Arqaebase 

da 

dc 

da 

da 
Asaredly 
Asnrer 
Asaring 
Autocracy 

da 



Bafta* 



da 



do; 



do. 



da 
Alcoran 



do. 



Antedelavian 



Apothegm 



da 
Apostrophe 

Appelativ* 
Apposite 



BooBviO. 

do. 



\ 
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Old SpeUirtg Book 


Dictionary lb06. 


Dictionary 1817. 


Quarto 1828. 


Octavo 1831. 
da 


Duodecimo 1831. 


Neio SpeO. BotM. 




Buaiil 




Bastile 


do. 






Bitstonade 


Bastinade 


da 


da 


du- 


Bastinado 


Balteau 


Batiue 


do. 


Bateau 


do. 


d'o. 


do. 




BaUleaz 


do. 


Battleax, 
Butileaxe 


do. 


Baldeaa 


- 




Bawble 


do. 


da 


da 


da 


Bauble 


Bdellium 


do. 


do. 


da 


da 


Bdebuui 


BdeUinna 




Bedawh 


do. 


Bedaub 


do. 


da 






Bedcloatha 




Bedclothes 


da 


do. 






Hedited 


do. 


Bedstead 


da 


Bedstead, Bedsted 




Behaviour 


Behavior 


do. 


do. 


do. 


da 


da 


Behoove 


Behoove, behove 
Behooveful 


do. 


Behoove 


do. 


do. 


do. 




do. 


do. 


da 


BehoovTul 






Belwether 


do. 


Bellwether 


do. 


do. 




Bellealettres 


do. 




do. 


da 


Belleslrtters 




Benumb 


Bennm 


do. 


do. 


da 


da 






Berry mot, 


do. 


Bergamot 


4a 


Bergamot, 


Burgmmot 


Birth 


Burgumot 
do. 


do. 


Berth 


da 


' Bnrgtunot 


: 




Betel 


do. 


Betel, Belle 


da 


da 








Ber.il 


Bezel 


da 


da 


dss> 




Bihacions 


Bibaceooe 


Bibactous 


da 


da 






nice 


oOV 


Bice, Bias 


da 


da 






BUM 


do. 


da 


Bifcd 






Bilingsgate 
Bipartible 


do. 


dW 


da 


Billingmte 






do. 


do. 


da 


Bipartuble 


' 




Blackmoore, 


Blackamoor 


Blackmoor 


rft*ekamoor, 


Blackmoor 






Blackamoor 






Blackmoor 








Blamable 


Blameable 


Blamable 


da 


do. 








Klameableness 


Blamahleness 


do. 


do. 








Blameably 


BlamaUly 


da 


do. 






Blazon 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


Blassn 




Blessed, Bleat 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Blessed 


BU*t 




Hloomary 


do. 


Blomory 


do. 


do. 






Bile (tumor) 


Boil 


do. 


do. 


da 


da 


Boulf 


Holt 


do. 


da 


do- 


do. 


Bank 


Bombesin 


Bombasine 


do. 


Bombasin 


da 


do. 


da 


Boose 


do. 


do. 


Boose, Bouse, 
Booze 


do. 


Boose 


da. 




BoORT 


do. 


Boosy, Bonsy 


do 


Boosy 




Bourn 


Borne 


do. 


Borne, Bourn 


do. 


Borne, Bourne 


Borne 




Bnrgeois 


do. 


Bourgeois, 
Burgeois 
do. 


do. 


Bourgeois 




Brastcr 


do. 




do. 


do. 


Brazier 




Brazilwood 


do. 


Brazilwood 


da 


da 




Breadth 


Breadth, bredth 


do. 


Breadth 


do. 


do 


dbv 


Brier, Briar 


do. 


do. 


Brier 


da 


do. 


Brier, Briar 




Bridegroom 
Brimful 


do 
Brimful! 


Bridegoom 
Brimful 


Bridegroom 
da 


Bridegoom 
Brimfull 




Bronte 


do. 


do. 


Bronx, Bronze 


do- 


Bronze 






Brunette 


Brunett 


Brunei, Brunette 


Brunette, Brunet 


Brunet, Brunette 


Brunette 


Buccanier 


Buccaneer 


Bucanneer 


Bncaneer, 
Bucanier 


da 


Bueaneer 


da- 


Build 


do. 


da 


BuUd, BUd 


da 


do. 






Builder 


do. 


da 


da 


Builder, BlMer 






Building 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Building, Bikiing 
Built, but 




Built 


do. 


do. 


do. 


da 


Built 




Bur 


do. 


da 


da 


da 


Burr 


Burthen 


Burden 


do. 


da 


da 


da 


Burthen, Paries, 




Bnrdoc 


da 


Burdock 


do. 


da 






Burgh 
BuriiM 


da 
da 


Burgh, Burg 
Burin j£ 
Burlesque, BurleS 


t %■ 


Burg 
do. 


» 


Burlesque 


dd. 


da 


f da 


do. 






Cacoon 


da 


Caccoon. 










Caitiff 


da 


Caitif (cor.) 


Ca tiff, Caitlf 


Caitif 




Calimanco* 


Calamanco 


da 


do. 


do. 






Ciditniin 




Calamine.CaUunin 


do. 


Calamine) 


do. 




Calcareous 


da 


Calcarious 


da 


da 




Chalice 


do. 


da 


Calico 


do. 


ChaHce 




Calico 


Callico 


Calico 


da 


da 


da 


da 




Caliph 


da 


Calif 


da 


Calif, Caliph 






Caliphate 


da 


Califate.Caliphate, 


da 










Kalifate 






, 




Camellepard 




Camelopard 


da 








Camlet, caniblet 


da 


Camlet 


da 


da 


dov 




Camphire, 


da 


Camphor 


da 


da 






camphor 
Canail 


da 


da 


Cuneille 


Canail 






Cancellated 


da , 


Cancclated 


da 


da 






Cancellation 


da 


Cancelation 


da 


do. 






Cancelled 


da 


Canceled 


da 


da 




Cannonier 


do. 
Capniair 1 


da 


Cannoneer, 
Cannonier 
Capillalre 


da 
da 


Cannonier 


do. 


Carbinier 


Carbinier. 
carabinW 


da 


Carabineer 


da 


Carbinier 


do. 


Carcaae 


(.'urease 


da 


da 


da 


do. 


da 




Cumin 


da 


Carmine 


do. 


Carmiu, Ceraeme 






Cornelian 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


Dornelinn 


Cask 
Catastrophe 


Ca*k, casque 
Catwtrophy 


,. da 
da 


Cask 

Catastrophe, 
Catastrophy 


da 
da 


da 
do. 


Casque 
Catastropb*) 




Catcal 


da 


Catcall 


da 


da 






Catsup 
CavDfer 


da 
do. 


Catchup, Catsup 
Caviler * 


do 
do 


da 
da 






Catique, ouie 


da 


Casic, Caztytae 


da 


Cazeke, Caxkme • 




#w 


Center 


da 


do. 
Centered 

Centering 


Centre, Center 

Centred 

Centring 


Cent r 1 
Centered 

Centering 


** 






Cesarlsn 


Cesarean 


do. 


Ceaariaii 




Chalibeate 


Chagrined 
Chalybeate 


da 
do. 


do 
da 


da' 
da 


Chagjrinnod 
do. 


da 


Chamelion 
Champaign (vine) 


Ctuuneleon 
do. 


da 


da 
Champagne, 


do. 
da 


Chamelion 
da 


■SSt#S 

da 


Champaign 
(ooontiy) 


do. 
Channelled 


da 


Champane 
Champaign, 

Ch&mpain 
Channeled 


da 
do. 


do. 


Champaign 


Chaee* 


Chase 

Chemical 1 

Chemically 1 


fe 1 


Cnunieal 


do. 
Chemical 
Chemically 


Chimicsd 


Stance i 


dft 1 


•a 




Chemist 


Chunk* 1 


<u. 
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Old Spotting Book 


Dictionary 1806. 


Dictionary 1817. 




Chemistry 


do. 




Cheanut 


do. 


Chesnuitree 








Chintz 


do. 


Chase, choose 


Choose, Chnet 

Cibol 
Cicatrization 


do. 




do. 




Cicatrize 


do. 


Cimetar 


Cimeter, Soimeter 


da 




Clef, Cliff 


do. 


Clench 


Clinch 


da 




Clodpoll 


da 




Clovegillillower 


da 


Cobler* 


Cobbler 


da 




Cockerel 


Cockerell 




Coddle 


da 




Cullender 


da 


Cholic* 


Colic 


da 




Columbo 


da 


Coulter 


Colter 


do. 




Comfrey 


da 


ConnfMiinmormtioo 


Commemoration 


da 




Commixion 


da 




Compartiment 
Coinposit 


Compartment 




Concenter 


do. 


Connexion 


Concentring 
Connection 


do. 
do. 




Conaecrater 


da 




Consignor 


Consignor, 
Consigner 




Conlorsion 


do. 


Control 


do. 


do. 




Cony, Coney 


da 


Coquet 


do. 


do. 




Coralline 


Coraline 




Cornice, Cornish 


da 




Cotillion 


da 




Councillor 


do. 




Counselled 


da 


Counsellor 


do. 


da 




Courtesan, 


da 




Courtezan 




Cranncb 


Coverlet, coTerlid 
do. 


Coverlet 
da 




Crepuscle 


Crepaseule 


Crier 


do. 


da 


Crvup 


Croop 


da 




Crossezamln 


Crossexamme 


Crowd 
Cruiab 


Crowd, Crond 
Cram 

Cuppel, Cupel 
Cuppelation 


do. 
da 




Cursed 


da 




Curvilinear 


CurvOlinear 


Codaas 


Catlash, cutlass 


Cutlass 




Cyolopedia 


da 




Cyst 


do. 


Csar 


Czar, Tzar 


da 




Csanna 


da 




Dander, Dandruff 


da 


Daily 
Debonair 


Daily, Dayiy 

do. 


da 
da 


Denote 


Definit 


do. 




Delf.Delph 


da 




Demarcation 


da 




Demonical 


da 




Dependant 


da 




Depository 


da 




Dervis, Derviss 


da 




Diahabille 


da 




Despatch 


do. 


Determine 


Determin 


Determine 
Detorsion 




Detracter 


da 




Deuce 


Deuse 




Develope 


da 




Developement 


da 




Dexterous 


da 




Dexterously 


da 


Diaphragm 


"ft&ffi 


da 


Dyer* 


Dler^ 


da 


Dime 


do. 


da 




Diocese, Diocese 


Diocese 


Diptbonf 


do. 
Diphylloos 


da 




Disk 


da 




Disdplln 


Discipline 




Discrepance 


da 




Diembitter 




Disenthrall 
Dishevel 


da 




da 




Dishevelled 


da 




Dissolvable 


do. 




Distil 


da 


Doctrine 


Doctrin 


Doctrine 



Quarto 1828. 



Chimistry 

Chestnut 

Chestnuttree 

Chints 

Choose 

da 

da 

da 

Cimiter, Scimitar 
Clef 

da 

do. 
Clovegillyflower 

da 
Cockerel 
Codle, Coddle 
Colander 

da 
Colombo 

do. 
Comfrey, Comfry, 
Cumfrey 

do. 
Commixtion 

do. 
Composite 

da 

Concentered 
Concentering 

do. 
Consecrator 
Consigner, 

Consignor 
Contortion, 

Conlorsion 
Control, Contrail 

do. 
Coquet, Coquette 
Coralline 
Cornice 
Cotillon 
Councilor 
Counseled 
Counselor 
Courtesan 

do. 

da 
Crepuscle, 

Crepusoulo 
Crier, Cryer 
Croop, Croup 

da 
Crowd 

da 
Cupel 
Cupeuatiou 

do. 
Curvilinear 
Cutlas 



Octavo 1831. 



Cyclopede 

da 

da 

Tzarina, Czarina 
Dandruff 

do. 
Debonnair 

do. 
Delf 

Demarkation 
Demoniacal 
Dependent 
Depositary 
Deputysheriff 

Dervis 
Deshabille, 

DeshabC, 

Dishabule, 

DishabU 
Dispatch 

^da 
da 
Detractor 
Duse 
Develop 
Development 
Dextrous 
Dextroualy 
Diaresia, Diaresy 

Diaphragm 

Dyer 

da 
Diocese 
Diphthong 

da 
Disc, Disk 

da 
Discrepance, 
Discrepancy 

da 
Didnthrall 

da 
Disheveled 

da 



Distill 



do. 



Chemistry 
do 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
da 
do. 
do. w 
da 

da 

da 

da 

do. 
Concentre, 

Concenter 
Concentred 
Concentring 

do. 

do. 

da 

da 

do 
da 
do 
do. 
do. 
da 
do. 
da 
da 
da 

da 
da 
da 

do. 
Croup, Croop 

do. 
Crowd. Croud 

do. 

do 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
Deputysheriff 
Depntysberif 
da 
da 



da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
da 

Diaeresis, Dieresis 
Dieresy 
da 

da 
da 

Diocese, Diocess 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 

da 
da 

do. 
da 
Diksolvuble, 
Difsolviliie 
do. 
do. 
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735s" 



Chimistry 

da 

da 
China 

da 
Cfoal 

Cicitrisation 
Cicitrize 
Cimeter 

da 

da 
Clodpole 
Clovegilliflower 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

Colter, Coulter 
Comfry 

da 
da 
da 

Concenter 

Concentered 
Concentering 

da 

da 

da 

Contortion 

Control 
Cony 

da 

do. 

do. . 

da 
Counselor 

da 

da 

da 

do. 
Craunch, Crancli 
Crepuscle 

da 
Croop, Croup 

da 
Crowd 

da 

do. 

da 

da 

do. 

da 
Cyclopede, 
Cyclopedia 

do. 

da 

do. 
Dandruf 
Dally 

da 

da 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

do. 



da 
Deshabflle, 
DiahamV 



do. 
da 
Detortkn 
da 
do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 



do. 

da 
da 

Diocese 
da 

Diphyioaa 

do. 



Disimbttter 
do. 
da 
do. 

Dissolvable 



\ 



4a. 
to* 



Coddle 

Cullender 

Cholic 

Colter 
Cumfrey 



do. 
da 
Coquet 



da 
da 



Cranes 



Croup 



Curst 



Cist 



do. 
Debonair 
da 



do. 
da 

do. 
do. 



da 
DtantvU 



\ 
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Deal, Dow 



Dictionary \SD*. 



Drouth 



Dossd, DosaB 
Dote 

Drachma, Dram 
Driblet 

Drhreller 
do. 



Droui 



Dueller 
1 belli* 
Dyscraey 
Earn. Erne 
Eclairclsssment 
Ecstasy, Ecstaey 
Eestatio 
Imbodied 

Imbody 

Lnbolden 
Imborder 
Imbower 
Empale 



EnterpriM 




Etherlal 



/Nctfonary I8l7. 



Impark 
Empoison, 

Impolsoo 
Empurple, 

Impurple 

Hamulus* 
Encage 
Incase 
Incumber 

Ineumbraice 

Encyclopedia 

Engrain, Ingrain 

Ingulf 
Inllet 



do. 

do. 

Enshrine, Inshrine 
Enterprise 
Entomb 
Inthrall 
Inlhrallmeat 
Entrance (».) 



Fagfof 



Intwine 

Envelop 

EoTelopement 

Inwrap 

Epaulet 

Epitomy 

Epitomise 

Epitomiser 

Ermelin, Ermin 

Ethereal 

Exaeter 
Exam in 
Exorcise 
Bxtil 
Extrafbllaeeoua 



Parol 
Fakir 



Faatha 



Faltlr 

Famine. Famln 
Farewel 
Farinaoeons 
Fascine, Faecene 
Faucet, Faaaet 
Feather, Fether 
Feathery 
Featherleee 

Felon 
Fiber 
Flneai 

do. 
Flammeoa 

da 
Foretel 
Foot 
FrsJobeur 

d a^ 
Frenxr, Phrensy, 



/ 



Fricaaee 

Froliok 
Fagn» 



Distributor, 

Dietributar 
Doggerell 

do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 



do. 
do. 



do. 

Embodied 
do. 

do. 



do. 

do. 
do. 

da 
do. 

do. 

do. 
Encage, Ineage 

do. 
do. 

do. 

da 

da 



da 
da 

da 
Enrollment 

da 
Enterprise 
da 
da 
da 
da 



da 

da 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
da 
da 
Ermin 
da 

da 

Examine 

da 



do. 

do. 
do. 
Farineoeua 

da 
do. 
da 
da 

da 
da 

ft 

da 
da 
da 

d a_ 
Frensy, Hvansy 

do 

da 
da 



Quarto 18& 



Distributer 



da 
Drachma 
Dribblet 
Drillplov 
Drh-eler 
Drouth 
Droutby 

Droothineai 

Dueler 
Dueliet 
Djrecraqr 



da 
do. 
da 
Embodied, 
Imbodied 
Embody, Imbody 
Embodying, 
Imbodyiuff 
Embolden, 
Imbolden 
Emborder, 
Imborder 
Embower, 
Imbower 
Empale, Impale 
Empannel, 
Impannd 
Empark, Impark 
da 

da 

Enameler 
da 

Encase, lnoaee 
Encumber, 
Incumber 
Encumbrance 



OrtewUSL 



Incumbrance 
Encyclopedia, 
Encyclopedy 

do. 
Engrained, 
Ingrained 
Engulf Ingulf 
Engulfed, Ingulfed 
EnTist, Inlist ' 

Enlistment, 
Inlistment 
Enroll 

da 
Enshrine 
Enterprise 
Entomb, Intomb 

da 

do. 
Entranse 
Entransed 
Entransing 
Entwine, Intwine 
Entwist, Intwist 

do. 
Envelopment 

do. 

da 
Epitome, Epitomy 
Epitomize 
Epitomiser 
Ermin. Ermine 

do. 
Etherialuo 
Exactor 

do. 

da 
Extill 

do. 

do. 
Fakir, Faquir 
Famine 
Farewell 
Farinaoeous 
Faaoine 
Faucet 

da 
Feathery, Fethery 
Featherleat, 
Fetherleai 

do. 

do. 
Fineet. Fineae 

da 

do. 

do. 
Foretell 

do. 
FrsJseheur 
Frank, Franc 

da 



da 

da 

da 

da 
Drachma, Dram 

da 
JDrfllploagh 

da 
Drought, Drouth 

uroutny 
Dnraghtiucm 
Drouthinese 

da 

da 

da 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 
do. 

da 

do. 

da 

da 
do. 

da 
da 

da 

da 
da 
da 
da 

da 

da 

da 
da 



da 
da 
da 
da 
Drulptow 

Drovth 
Droathy 



da 

da 



do. 
da 
do. 
da 



Pri 
Prised 



do. 
da 



da 

da 

do. 

do. 

da 

da 

do. 
Entrance 
Entranced 
Entrancing 
' da 

da 
Envelop, 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

do. 

da 
Ermine, Ermin 

da 
Ethereelhe 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

do. 

do. 
Feathery 
Fbatherleat 

~. *> 
Fibre, Fiber 

da 

do. 

do. 

da 

do. 

Fosse, Foes 

da 

da 

da 

da 
da 
da 
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da 
da 
da 



do. 
do. 
do. 
da 



da 
da 

da 

da 
do. 
da 
da 

da 

da 

da 
da 

ft 

do. 
da 

da 
da 
da 
da 
Entomb 
da 
da 
Entranse 
Entransed 



da 
do. 



a 
da 
do. 
da 
da 
do. 
Ermin, Ermine 
do. 

Exactor 

da 

da 

do. 
Extrafoliacloni 

do. 
Faker, Faquir 

do. 

da 

da 

da 

do. 

Feathery, Fethery 
Featberleaa, 
FetberloM 

da 

Fiber, Fibre 
Fionas 

da 
Flameous 
Flaunt. Flant 

do. 
Foes 

Frank 
Frensy 

da 
iPrkaed 
da 
da 



Exl&tie, 



do. 



do. 
do. 



do. 

do. 
aso 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 



Flaunt 
da 



da 






SPECIMENS OP WEBSTER'S ORTHOGRAPHY. 






;::;x. 



'&$% 












"%,&, 






• « 



«. -. % . 



SPECIMENS OF WEBSTER'S ORTHOGRAPHY. 



Old Spelling Bout \ Dictionary 1806. 


\ Dictionary VSfcl. 


quarto 182a Octavo 1831. 


Duodecimo 1831. 


/few SpcU. Boot. 




uasinin 


do. 


Jasmin, Jasmine 


da 


da 


Jasmin 


Je**uniine 


Je&sumin 


da 


do. 


da 






Jeweller 


do. 


da 


Jeweler 


do. 


da 




Jewelry 


Jewellery 


Jewelry 


da 


da 


da 




Jocky* 


Jockey 
Jole, Jowl 


da 


da 


da 


do. 




da 


do. 


Jole, Joll, Jowl 


Jole 




Judgemeut 


da 


da 


Judgment 


da 


da 




Julep* 


Jalap, Julep 


da 


Julep 


da 


da 










Kale 


da 


da 


Cole 


Luquey 


Lackey 


da 


da 


da 


da 




launch 


Lamport 
Laneh 


da 
da 


Lsmpws 
da 


da 
da 


do. 
do. 


da 


LaMe 


Last 


da 


da 


da 


do. 


da 




Laundreee 


da 


Laundress 


da 


Laundress, 






Landress 








Landress 






Laundry 
J<aurelled 


Launray 
Laureled 


Laundry 
da 


da 
da 


Laundry, Landry 
do. 






Laureate 


do. 


do. 


da 


da 


Laureat 


Leather 


Lether 


do. 


Leather, Lether 


da 


da 


leather 




Leathern 


da 


Leathern, Lethern 


Leathern 


da 


da 




Leathery 
Ledger 
Lettlce, Lettuce 


do. 
do. 
do. 


Leathery, Lethery Leathery 
Leger, Ledger da 
Lettuce da 


da 
da 


Ledger 




Leveller 


da 


Leveler 


da 


da 






Libellant 


da 


Libelant 


da 


da 






Libeller 


do. 


Libeler 


da 


da 






Libellous 


da 


Jjibelous 


da 


do. 




Libertine 


Libertin 


da 


Libertine 


da 


da 


da 




Licence. License 


License 


da 


da 


da 






Lillied 


da 


LiHed 


da 


da 






LUy 


da 


da 


da 


da 


Lilly 


Liver 


do. 


da 


Livre 


do. 




— B^M^ 




Loadstone, 


Loadstone 


Lodestone 


da 


da 






Lodestone 












I.oth 


Loath, Loth 


da 


da 


da 


Loth 


da 


Loath* 


Loathe, Lothe 


Loathe 


Loathe, Lothe 


da 


Lothe 






Loathful 


da 


Loathful, Lothful 


da 


Lothful 






Loathing 


da 


Loathing, Lothing 
Loathly, Lotltly 


da 


Lothing 






Loathly 


da 


da 


Lothly 






Loathnese 


do. 


Loathness, 
Lothness 


da 


Lothness 




Loathsome 


do. 


do. 


Loathsome, 
Lothsome 
Loathsomeness, 


da 


Lothsome 






Loathsomeness 


da 


da 


Lothsomeness 










Lothsomeness 








Loch 


Lodgement 
Loon, Lough 


da 
da 


Lodgment 
da 


da 
da 


da 
da 


Looh 




Lunett 


da 


Lunet, Lunette 


da 


da 




Luster 


do. 
Lustring, 
Lutestring 


da 
da 


da 
Lustring 


Lustre, Luster 


Luster. Lustre 
da 




Mackerel 


Mackerel 


da 


Mackerel 


da 


da 


da 


Maize, Mais 


Mais 


da 


da 


Maize, Mais 


Mais 


da 


Malecontent 


Malcontent 


da 


do. 


da 


da 




Mauenver, (n.) 


do. 


da 


da 


Manoeuvre, 
Maneuver (n.) 


Maneuver 


da 




Maneuver, («.) 


da 


da 
Maneuvered 

Maneuvering 


Manoeuvre («.) 

Manoeuvred 

Manoeuvring 


Maneuvet 

Maneuvered 

Maneuvering 


da 




Marcescent 


do 


do. 


do. 


Marcesent 






Mareschal 


da 


da 


do. 


Marechal 






Merlin 


da 


Marline 


da 


da 


da 




Marque 
Marshaller 


da 


Marque. Mark 
Manhaler 


da 
do. 


Mark, Marque 
da 






Marvellous 
Marvellously 


do. 


Marvelous 


da 


do. 


da 




da 


Marvelously 


da 


da 




Mask 


du. 


da 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Masque 


Massacre 


do. 


da 


Massacer, 


Massacre, 


Massacre 








Massacre 


Massacer 








Mastick 


Mastlo 


Mastic, Mastich 


da 


Mastich 


da 


Mastiff 


do. 


da 


Mastif (cor.) 


Mastiff, Mastif 


Mastif, Mastiff . 






Mattock 
Mall. Maul 
Meadow, Meddow 


da 


da 


Mattoc 


Mattock 


da 


Maul 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


da 


Meadow 


Meadow 


do. 


da 


da 


da 


Meethe 


Meathe 




da 


da 




Meath 




Medallist 


Medalist 


Medallist 


da 


Medalist 




Medicine 


Mediciu 


Medicine 


t 


da 


da 




Molasses 


Melasses 


da 


Molasses, Melasses 


Melasses 


do. 




Mellifluent 


do. 


da 


do. 


da 


Mellifiloeni 




Mellifluous 


da 


da 


da 


da 


Melliffiaoua 




Merchandise 


da 


Merchandise 


da 


da 


■ — « *>— *a»*s)^r ^ssssj 

da 




Metalisation 




Metallization 


da 


da 


Wsw 


Meter 


do. 


da 


do. 


Metre, Meter 


Meter 




Methodize 


Methodise 


da 


Methodise 


da 


da 


da 




Middling 


do. 


da 


da 


. da 


MidHng 




Midriff 


do. 


da 


da 


Midrif 


Mien 


do. 


da 


da 


da 


da 


Mein.Miess 




Millenial 


Millennial 


Millenial 


da 


da 


Millennial 


Millennium 


do. 


da 


Millenium 


da 


do. 


UHU^fa^p, 


- 


Mimic, (n.) 


do. 


da 


da 


da 






Mimic, («.) 


da 


Mimick. (a) 
Minstrelsy 


da 


da 






Minstrelsey 


do. 


da 


da 










Mispikel 


da 


Misptokel 






Misprise 




Misprise, Misprise 


da 


Misprise 








Mispell 


Misspell 


da 


da 




* 


Mtspend 


<la 


Misspend 


da 


da • 






dispense 


da 


Misspense 


da 


da 




VBttt 


d* 


da 


do. ] 


Mitre, Miter 


Miter, Mitre 






Mitered 


da 


do. ] 


Mitred 


Mitered 






Misen 


da 


Missen 


da 


da 




' 


Moccason, 


da 


Moccason 


da 


do. 




■ 


MogKason 
ModeJJer 


da 


Modeler 


da 


da 




Meals 


Molt 
Monarchies 


da 


da 


da 


da 




* 1 




Monarchist 
Mopser 

Moresi, Moresque 


da 


da 




i 


Mqpay 


ftforesk 


da 
da 


da 
da 




fik 


forrig / 




kaorris, Morrloe 


da 


nOtTVI 




' /Mt 


omtmut J 
>sk Afomr* 1 
rmmMo 1 


do. \ 
do. J 


Moschatel da \ 
tfosk \Mosk, Mosque \ 
Movable \ do. 


f-c ' 


Mnsnna 


J¥m 


wm*D J 


4* Jl 


Muscadios 


I do. 


1 do. 
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Dictionary MOST 



NmaptU SoSL 



Nogooiate 



Niter 

N 

N 



Nought 
Morfewte 



Omnigjnooa 

Ouae/Ooae 

Opake 



Oxygene 
Oyee 

Pailful 
Palanquin, 
PaJankln 
Palet 
ParaHse 
Paregorio 
Pferisnoaer 
Parab 
Parakeet 

Paroxysm 

Paranip 

PatroT 

Patronise 

Paver 

Payer 

Pedlar, Pedlar 

Pedlery 



Pnoumatioa 
Poles' 



PeatOHoa 
pMatoe 



Q— ririlk 

iiaarantioe 

Got^Uaoif 



do. 

Neetarin 
Negotiate, 
Ntgooiata 
do. 
Nat 
Nieh 
Nightmare 

do. 
Noggin 

Naught, Nought 
NovfUaia ^^ 
Noyeau 
Obfiqae 
Obliquely 



Dictionary 1817. 



do. 
Ocherooa 
Oohery 
Offense 
Omber 
Omnigenous 
Ooae 

do. 
Opakenooi 

OppoaWy 



do. 

do. 
Negotiate 

do. 
Nett,Nca* 

do. 
do 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 

Oblique, Oblike 

do. 

do. 

Ocher, Oker 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

da 
Opposite 

da 

da 

da 
da 
da 
da 



da 
da 
do. 
da 
da 
da 

da 

da 



Pealing 

Pencilled 

Perquiatt 



Quarto 1808. 



da 
da 
do. 



PhOtppie 

Phleme 

Plokax 

Picturesque 

da 
Phial 
Plaintiff 

da 



Plowland 
Plowman 

Plowshare 
Plomoake 
do. 

Poise, Poise 
Poltroon 
Pumioe 
Pomkin 

Pontiff 



da 
da 



Prsiry 

Probat, Probata 
Proceed 
Prophesy (n.) 
Proaopopjr 

Proveeble 

Panctillo 

Parr 

Quadra 

ftuarendn 

da 
Raooooo 
Raddish 

Raillery, Rallery 
Reindeer, 
Reindeer 



i Remdei 
IfUuuomtk 

I ** 
/Barm 



Pooler 
da 
da 

PeroaMte 



PbilBpio 

do. 
Picturesque, 
Pietnreek 

da 
Pitfall 

da 



da 



da 
da 
Pnamatioe 
do. 
da 
do. 



da 
da 

da 
do. 
da 
da 
da 

Probata 
da 

Prophecy 



da 

Nectarine 
da 

Neighbor, Nefcboor 
Net 

Nieh, Niche 
Nightmar 

da 

da 
Naught 

da 
Noyaa 

da 



Ocher 

do. 
Ochrey 

da 
Omber. Ombre 

da 
Oose, Oase 

do. 

da 

da 
Oppositely 

da 

Oder 
Oxygen 

da 
Pailfbil 
Palankeen. 

Palanquin 
Pallet 

do. 

do. 
Parishioner 
Parol, Parole 
Paroquet, Paroket, 
Perroquet 

do. 
Paranep 
Patrol, Patroll 
Patronise 
PaTer.Pavier 

do. 

da 

da 
Peddling 
Penciled 

da 
Peter, Petre 
Pharmacopaeia, 

Pharmacopy 
Philippic 
Fleam 

da 

da 

da 

do. 
Plaintlf 

da 
Plowalme 
Plowbote 

da 
Plowed 
Plower 
Plowing 

da 
Piowmonday 

da 

do. 
Pneumatioe 
Poise 

da 
Pomace 
Pompion, Pom* 
pion, Pumpkin 
Pontif 

da 



Raflery,! 

da 
Rateable 



da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
, RaUery 



Octavo 1831. 

Muaketoe, 
Muequetoe 

da 

da 

da 
Niche, Nieh 
Nightmare, 
Nightmar 
Nitre, Niter 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

Ochre, Ocher 
Ochreoas 

da 

do. 
Ombre, Omber 

da 

da 
Opaque, Opake 
Opaqueness 

da 

do. 
Orchestra, 
Orcheeter 

da 

da 

do. 
Pailful 
Palanquin, 
Palankeen 

do. 
Paralise, Paralyse 

da 

do. 

da 

da 

do. 
da 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
Petre, Peter 
da 

da 

_ **• 
Pickaxe 

da 

Pincers, Pinchers 

do. 
namtnTPIaintif 
Plough, Plow 
Pkragbalms 
Plooghbote 
Ploughboy 
Ploughed 
Plougher 
Ploughing 
Pioughland 
Ploughman 
Ploughmonday 
PlougWr. 

da 
da 
da 
da 
da 

Pontiff, Pontif 
Porpoise, Porpue, 



Duodecimo 1831. 



Muaketoe 



da 

da 
Nieh, Niche 
Nightmar 

Niter, Nitre 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 

OUkmery.Oblikeh/ 
Obliqueness, 

Ocher, Ochre 

Ocherous 

Ochery 

do. 
Omber, Ombre 

Ooxe 
Opake 

da 
da 
Orchester 



Oyes 

da 
Palankeen. 
Palanquin 

do. 
Paralyse 

da 

da 

da 
Paroket, Paroquet, 



Neighbor 
Net? 



da 



Nought 
Novkmtt 

Oblique 



Oase,Ouse,OoealB 
Opaque, Opake 

do. 

da 

da 



Portress, 
do. 
Potato 



da 

da 

Proceed. Prooede 
j" da 
Prosopopela, 
Proe opopy 
Provable 

da 
Par, Parr 
Quadrille 



Coif 
Racoon 

RaiUary 

Reindeer, — ■• 
I dear.RjsaAwr 

lRsjakte 
\Ra.vin,B,««\DJi 



da 
da 
da 
da 
Paver 

da 
Peddler 
Peddlery 
r do. 
da 
da 



da 
da 
Pickax 

Ptcturesk, 

Pictureeqae 
Pinchara 
da 
Plaintlf 
Plow 



Plowed 

Plowing 

Plowland 

Plowman 

Plowshare 

Plombcake 

da 

da 

da 

do 

Pompion. 
Pumpkin 

Pontif 

Porpesa 



da 
da 
da 

PraJriaPreiry 

da 
da 
da 




Paragorio 
da 



da 
da. 
I 
da 



da 
da 
Paltroon 



da 
Potatoe 



PraJry 
^ da 
Proceed 
da 



da 
da 

da 
da 

da 



da 



da 



Parr 



Qnoif.Cotf 



•A. 




■ J 
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OUSptltint Book 


Dictionary l*>6. \ 


Dictionary 1817. 


Quarto 1828. 


Octavo 1881. i 


Duodecimo 1881. New SfrlL Boat. 


Receipt 

Raeiaon 


da [tton 
Recision, Re«cia- 


do. 


Receipt, Reaeit 
do. 


da 
do. 


da Recipe 
da ResoMoa 


Aeoompeuee 


Recompense 


do. 


da 


da 


da 


do. 




Reconcileable 


do 


Reconcilable 


da 


da 






Reconcikabsmess 


do. 


Reconcilablenras 


da 


da 






Redout 


Redoubt 


Redout 


Redoubt, Redout 


Redout 


do. 




Redoutabie 


Redoubtable 


Redoutabie 


Redoubtable, 
Redoutabie 


Redoutabie 






Reexamin 


Reexamine 


da 


da 


da 




Aeferable 


Referable, 
ReferriCle 


Referable 


Referable, 


do. 


Referable 








Referrible 








Reenforoo 


do. 


do. 


Reenforoe, 
Reinforce 


da 


da 






Reenforcement 


do* 


Reenforcement, 
Reinforcement 


do. 


do. 




Requisite 


Requitit 


Requisite 


do. 


da 


da 


do* 




Requititly 


Exquisitely 


da 


da 


da 






Requishnese 


Requisheness 


da 


da 


da 






Restiff. Restive 


da 


Restii 


Restiff, Restif 


Rettif, Restive 
Restimees 






Resliveness 


da 


Restifness 


Restiffness 










Reveille, ReveDy 


da Really 






Reveller 


da 


Reveler 


Reveller 


Keveler 






Reverie, Revery 
Ribbon, Riband 


da 
Riband 


Re very 

Ribin 


Revery, Reverie 
Ribbon, Ribin 


Revery 
Ribin 


da 
do. 


Ruice, Rime 


Rinse 


do. 


da 


da 


da 






Rondeau 




Rondeau, Rondo 


da 


Rondeau 


do. 


Roqoolaar 


Roqoelaure, 

Roquelo 
Route (way) 




Roquelaur 


da 


da 






do. 


Rout 


Rout, Route 


Rout 


Route, Boat CwP 




Rudd 




Rud, Rudd 


do. 


Rudd 


Rod 


Root 


Runt 


da 


do- 


da 


da 


do. 




Baber 


do. 


Saber, Sabre 


Sabre, Saber 


Saber, Sabre 




Satchel* 


Sachel, Satchel 
Saddler 


Sachel 
da 


do. 
da 


do. 
do. 


da 


"filflh^ 


Sadler* 


do. 


do. 




Sailer, Sailor 


da 


Sailor, Sailer 

Salable 

Salableness 


da 


Sailor 




Saleable 


do. 


da 


da 


da 


do. 




Saleablenaai 


da 1 


da 


da 




Sailed* 


Salad 


da 


da 


da 


do. ' 






Salep, Saloop 

Saltpeter 

Scald 


da 
da 
da 


Salep 

Saltpeter, Saltpetre 
da 


da 
Saltpetre,Saltpeter 
da 


Salep, Salop 
Saltpeter.Sahpetre 
da 


Sosdl 


Scepter 


0O. 


da 


do. 


Sceptre, Scepter 


Scepter 






Sceptered 


da 


do. 


Sceptred 


Sceptered 




Schirrous 


do. 


Skirrous 


Scirrous, Scirrus, 
SkJrrus, 
da 


da 


Scirrous, Scirrus 


Seirroas 


Scissors 


Scimars, Scissors 


Sobsors 


da 


do. 


da 


Beoat 


Scot 


da 


da 


da 


da 


da 




Seabord 


Seaboard 


da 


da 


Seabord 






Seapye 
Seeth 


da 


Seapie 


do. 


da 




Seethe* 


da 


Seethe 


da 


da 




Seignior, Seignor* 


Seignior 


da 


da 


da 


da 


Seignor, Sedgflior 




Seine 


da 


Sein 


da 


do. 


Seine 




Selvage 
Semiopake 
Sena, Senna 


da 
Senna 


Selvedge 
do. 
da 


da 
Semiopaqne 
do. 


da 
do. 




Sevennight 


Sevennight, 
Sennight 


da 


Sennight, 
Sevennight 


Sevennight, 
Sennight 


Sennight 




flepaleher 


do. 


Sepulchre 


Sepulcher (n.) 
Sepulober (v.) 


Sepulchre, 

Sepulcher (n.) 
Sepulchre («.) 


Sepulcher (n.**.) 


do. 


Serjeant* 


8ergeant 


da 


do. 


do. 


do. 






Sew, Soe 


do. 


Sew 


do. 


do. 






Shalote 


da 


da 


da 


Shallot* 




-Chamois 


Chamois, Shamois 




Chamois, Shamois, 
Shammy 


da 


da 






Sheath, 
Sheathe (v.) 


do. 


do. 


da 


da 


Sheathe 




Sheriff 


do. 


Sherif 


Sheriff, Sherif 


Sberif 






Sheriffalty 




Sheri&lty 


Sheriffalty 






■ 


Sheriffdom 


do. 


Sherifdom 
Sherifship 
Sherifwiek 


Sheriffdom 
Sheriffship 
SheriOwick 






■Shew* 


Show 


da 


da 


da 


do. 


Show 


-Bhoar* (a prop) 


Shore 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


da 




Showbread 


do. 


Showbread, 
Sbewbread 


da 


da 




■Shroud 


Shroud, Shrowd 


do. 


Shroud 


da 


da 


dig, 




Shily 


da 


Shyly 


da 


da 






Shinen 


da 


Shyness 


da 


da 






Sibylline 
Sinus 




da 


Slblllim 








Sirious 


Sirius 


da 


da 


do. 


rSythe 


do. 
Sizeable 


Si the 
do. 


Sythe 
SUable 


do. 
da 


da 
da 




.Skein 


Skain. Skeio 
Skilful 


do. 


Skain 


da 


da 


do. 




da 


SkUlful 


da 


da 


do. 




Skilfully 


da 


Skillfully 


da 


da 






SkUntlnees 


da 


Skillfulnem 


da 


da 






Slay, Stale 


do. 


Slaie. Sley 
Sleigh 


da 








Sley _ 


da 


do. 


da 


do. 


.«81atos 


Sluice, Sluot 
Sluicy 


Sluoe, Sluice 


Sluice, Sluse 
Sluicy, Slusy 


da 
da 


do 






Slyly, SUly 
Slineas _ . , 




Silly J 


da 


Slyly 






da 


da 


da 


Slyness 






Sodder, Solder 


do. 


Soder 


• da 


da 






Solitaire 


da 


Solitalr 


Solitaire 


SolHair 






Somber 


do. 


Somber, Sombre 


Sombre, Somber 


Somber, Sombre 






Soshonf, 
Souchong 


da 


Sooehong, 
Souchong 


do. 


Souchong 




Soap . 


Soup, Soop 


do 


Soup 


do. 


da 




Sovereign 


do. 


do. 


Suveran, 

Sovereign (a.) 
Suveran, 

Sovereign (n.) 


Sovereign, 

Suveran 

Sovereign 


da 

Sovereign, 
Suveran 


Sovereign) 




UomAgBtf 


da 


Suveranty, 
Sovereignty 

Suveranbr, 
Sovereignly 


Sovereignty 
Sovereignly 


Sovereignty, 
Suveranty 




Iftmritsr 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Spectre, Specter 


Specter, Spectre 




Spinet 


Spignel 
Spinnet 
Spirt, Spurt 


da 


Sp|cknel,8pigml 
Spinet 


da 
da 


da 
da 




Spirt 


da 


Spurt 


da 


do. 


do. 


*&oe 


do. 


da 


SpUee.SpHss 


da 


tylise. Spliwd 


•Splice 
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0U3pJUi*&x>* 


Dictionary 1808. 


j Dictionary 18 17. 


Quarto 1S2H. 


Octavo i-ei: 


Duodecimo 1831. 


NewSpdL stoat 


SfwSr 


Sponge 
do. 


da 
da 


do. 
Spread, Spred 


da 
da 


do. 
do. 


da " 
Spread 








Spreading, 

Spredding 
Spreader, Spredder 


Spreading 
Spreader 


Spreading, 

Spredding 
Spreader, Spredder 


* 


SUUM* 


Spright, Sprite 
Stanch 


da 
do. 


do. 
da 


da 
da 


Sprite 
da 


do. 
do. 


fllMd 


Stead. Sled 
Steadfast, 8tedfast 
Steadfastly, 
SudfasUy 


da 
. da 


do. 
do. 


do. 
da 


da 
da 


do. 




Steadfastly 


Steadfastly, 
Stedfaady 


Steadfastly 


Steadfastly, 
Stedfaauy 






Steadfastness, 


Steadfastness 


Steadfastness, 


Steadfastness ■ 


Steadfastness, 






Stedfastneui 




Stedfuslneaa 




Stedfastnesa 






Steadily, Bteddily 




do. 


Steadily 


Steadily, Steddily 






Steadiness, 




do. 


Steadiness 


Steadineas, 






Steddineaa 








Steddiness 






Steady, Steddy 
Steakh, Stelth 


Steady 


Steady, Steddy 
Stealth 


da 


da 




BteaMh 


da 


do. 


Stealth, Stelth 


Stealth 




do. 


Steril, Sterile 


Sterile. Steril 
do. 
da 


Steril, Sterile 


Steril 


Straight, Strait 
Btupffy 


Strait 

Stupify, Stupefy 

Substract 


da 
Stupify 


Straight 
Stupefy 


da 
do. 




Sobtreet* 


da 


Subl ract,Sul»lr act 


da 


da 


Subtract 




Subetr action 


da 


Subtraction, 
Substruction 


do. 


da 


Subtraction 




Subtile 


da 


Subtil 


Subtil, Subtile 


Subtil 


da 


* 


Subtileneas 


da 


Subtilnesa 


da 


da 




Bottle 


do. 


do. 


do. 


da 


Subtil 


da 




Succeed 


da 


Succede, Suoneed 


Succeed, 8uecede 


Succeed 




Sailor 


Suiter, Suitor 


do. 


Suitor 


do. 


do. 






Supenntendant 


do. 


Superintendent 


da 


da 






Surprise, Surprize 


Surprise 


do. 


do. 


do. 




Surfrvor 


Surviver, Survivor 


Survivor 


8urviver, Survivor 


da 


Survivor 




Swap 


Swap, Swop 


do. 


da 


da 


Swap 


Swop, Swap 


Swash 


Swoafa 


do. 


Swash 


da 


da 






Sweetbriar 


Sweethrier 


Sweetbriar 


da 


Sweethrier 




owora 


do. 


do. 


do. 


da 


Sword, Sord 






Silvan, Sylvan 
do. 
do. 




do. 


da 


Silvan 


Sylvan 


Synecdoche 




Syncope, Syncopy 
Synecdoche, 


da 
da 


da 

da 


Syncope 








Syaecdochy 










Taborin 


do. 


Tal>orin, Taborine 


Taborine, Taborin 


Taborin 






Taffeta, Taffety 


da 


Tnlleia 


da 


da 




Tailor 


Tailor.Taylor 
Talc, Talck 


da 


Tailor 


da 


do. 






do. 


Talck, Talc 


Talc, Talck 


Talck 






Tallage, Tallage 


Tallage 


Tallage, Talliage 


da 


TaUage 




TuoaaHt 


ao. 


da 


Tamable 


do. 


da 






Tambour 


da 


Taiubor 


do. 


da 






Tamborin 


da 


da 


Tamborine, 
Tamborin 


Tamborin 






Tarif, Tariff 


da 


Tarif 


Tariff, Tarif 


Tarif 






Tar pawling 




Tarpaulin 


do. 








Tarras, Terras 




Tarrace, Tarraas, 
Terrass, Trass 


da 






Testable 


do. 


Tatteable 


Taatable 


da 


da 




Tatler* 


Tattler 


da 


da 


do. 


da 




TeaM 


Teaae, Tease 


Teaae 


da 


da 


da 




Teut 


Tint 


da 


Teint, Tint 


do. 


Tint 


da 


Tether 


Tedder 


da 


da 


da 


da 


Tether 


Tenon 


do. 


Tennon 


Tenon 


da 


da 


da 


Tleree 


Terce 


Tierce 


Terce, Tierce 


do. 


da 




Thtater 


do. 


da 


Theater, Theatre 


Theatre, Theater 


Theater, Theatre 






Thickacull 


da 


Thickskull 


do. 


da 




Thowl 


Thole 


da 


da 


do. 


da 


Thowl 


Though 


Tho, Though 
Thraldom 


da 
da 


Though 
Thrafldom 


da 
do. 


do. 
da 


da 
da 


Thnuh 


do. 


da 


da 


da 


do. 


Thresh, Thrash 


Thread 


Thread, Thred 


da 


da 


da 


Thread 


da 


Threat 


Threat, Thret 


da 


Threat 


do. 


da 


do. 




Threatening 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


Threatning 




Threshold 


da 


Threshuold 


Threshold, 
Thresiihold 
da 


Threshbold 




Thanh 


Thum (n.) 


Thumb 


Thumb, Thorn 


Thumb 


do. 




Thum (v.) 


da 


Thumb, Thum 


Thumb 


da 






Thumband 




Thmnbband. 

Tliumband 
Thunil>«i, 

Thiimmed 
Thurarittg 
ThumstaU 


Thumbband 

Thumbed 

Thnmbring 
ThtunhstaQ 








Thomatal 






1 


Thwak 


Thwack 


do. 


da 


do. 


da 


do 




Tie 


do. 


Tie, Tye 
do. 
Titbable 


da 


da 




Tlpbr 


Tippler 
Tilnable.Titheable 


do. 
Titheable 


ds, 
da 


da 
da 


do. 


Ton 


Tun 


do. 


da 


do. 


da 


Ton 


Tonga* 


Tongue, Tung 
Toothach 


do. 
da 


do. 
Toothache 


do. 
do. 


da 
da 


Tongue 
da 


Toar 


Tour, Toor 


do. 


Tour 


da 


da 






Tranquillize 


da 


Tranqiiilize 


da 


da 


da 




Tranafermble 


da 


Transferable 


do. 


da 






Traveller 


da 


Traveler 


da 


da 




Tread 


Tread . Trod 
Treadle, Treddle 


da 


Tread 


do. 


do. 


da 




da 


da 


do. 


do. 


Treadle 




Trefoil 


da 


do. 
Trcnchplow 
Trenchplowing 


do. 
Trenchplousjh 
Treuchnlouching 


Trrrfoil 

Trencliplow 1 
rrpnchplowmg 


Trefoil 




Travel, Trivet 


do. 


Trevet 


do. 


Trevet, Trivet 






Triplnnate 




Tripemiate, 
Tripinuate 


da 


da 
















Tripthong 
TrtssyllaBe 


do. 

Trisyllable 


do 
da 


Triphthong 
do. 


da 
do. 


do. 
do. 


do. 
IYiaoyllable 


Turky 


do. 


da 


Turkey, Turky 


da 


do. 






Turnip 
Tush, Tusk 


da 


Turner) 
rush, Tusk 


do. 


da 




Tan* 


Task 


do. 


rusk 


do. 


Tweag 

Twiggln 


Turkoia/Tureoia 
Ttv-eag, Tweak 
Twiggen 


da 
da 

1 

1 


Turkui* 

do. 

flu. 
[Tnakinx 1 
[Tnanalyrcd 


do. 

da 

d<>. 
Tnaching 
Jnanalyred 


da 
da 

da 


teas* 

Man. 




Jnapparelled 
Jnhlnmable 


da 1 
Jnblameable 


Jnappareled 
Unblamable 


do. 
dn. 


do. 

do. 






Unbuild 


da 


L'nbuild, Uiibild 


ilo. 


do. 






Unbuilt | 


da |l 


Unbuilt, Unbilt 1 


Unbuilt I 


L'nbuil^CvHk V 
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Dictionary 1808, 


IHclionary 1817. 


Uuartu lft» 


Octavo 1831. 


Duodecimo 1831. 


■fltae 4MB. Beat 




Unjwrnt 


do. 


Uuburnrd, 


da 


da 






* 




Unburn t 










Uoburthan 


do. 


Untmrthen, 
Unburden 


da 


da 




41 


Uncancelled 


do. 


Uncanceled 


da 


da 






Unclench 


do. 


do. 
Unconacienciooa 


Unclinch 
Unconscientious 


da 
da 






Undenherifl- 


do. 


Undersherif 
Undent torifry 


Unriersheriff 
UndersheruTrr 


Undersherif 






Uneneambarad, 


do. 


da 


da 


Unencumbered 






Unincumbered 














Uninnhantad 


do. 


Unenchanted. 


da 








VHIWHHHW 




%0 IIVUVMiAlli%li| 

Uninchantea 










Uuanternrialm 
Unequalled 


do. 

do- 


Unenterprising 
Unequaled 


da 
da 


da 
do. 






Unlovelled 


do. 


Unleveled 


da 


da 






UninoTeable 


do. 


Unmovuble 


da 


do. 






Unpalroniwd 


do. 


Uupatruuiied 


da 


da % 






Uopierced 


do. 


do. 


da 


Unpkroed, 
Unpereed * 






Unplowad 


do. 


(not plowed) 


Unplougbed 


Unplowed 


'* 




Unreeoaeileable 


do. 


Unreconcilable 


(noijilougked) 


da 


• 




Unrivalled 


do. 


Unrivaled 


da 


da 






rjorol 


do. 


Unroll 


da 


da 






Unsaleable 


do. 


Unsalable 


da 


da 






Unshakeable 




Uunhaknble 


da 








Unshunable 




Unshunnoble 


da 








Unskilful 


do. 


Unskillful 


do. 


do 


4^ 




Unskilfully 


do. 


Unskillfully 


da 


da 






Unskilfuluess 


do. 
Unaodder 


Uiukillfulness 


do. 


da 
Unsoder 






Unslannehed. 
Unatanclwd 


Uuauuiched 


da 


do. 


da 


















Unsteadfast, 


do. 


Unsteadfast 


da 


Unsteadfast 






Unstedfaet 








Unstedfast 






Unsteadiness 


do. 


Unsteadiness 


da 


Unsteadiness, 






Unsteddiness 








Unsteddineas 






Unsteady, 

Unsteady 
Uotaiueabia 


do. 
do. 


Unsteady 
Untamable 


da 
da 


Unsteady, 
Unsteady 
do. 






Untie, Uuiy 
Untied 


Untie 


do. 


da 


Untie, Untye 
Uutied, Uutyed 






do. 


do. 


do. 






Untransferrable 


do. 


Untransferable 


da 


da 


* 




Untravelled 


do. 


Un traveled 


da 


do. 






Unwonthipped 


do. 


Unworahiped 


do- 


do. 






Valetudinarian 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


Valetodeaariejk 


Vanet 


Vaunt, Van; 


do. 


Vaunt 


do. 


Vaunt, Vant 


Vaunt 




Vaunter 


do. 


do. 


da 


Vaunter, Vanter 






Vaunting 


do. 


da 


da 


Vaunting, Vanting 






Vauutingly 


do. 


da 


da 


Vauntingly, 
Vantingly 






Ventilate 


do. 


do. 


do. 


■ 

do. 


Ventilkta 


Vergaloo 
Yeijafce 


Vergoloo 
Verluoe 


da 
da 


Vergouleuse 
Verjuice 


da 
da 


Vergoulouse 
do. 




Till*, Verge 


do. 
Verttber 


Verge 


da 
do. 


da 
Vertebre, Verteber 


da 


do. 


▼ke« 


Vice 


da 


Vise 


do. 


da 


oVx 




Vtotoaller 


da 


Victualer 


da 


do. 






Vtgnet 
Vlllaiuse 


do. 


Vignette, Vignet 


do. 


Vignet, Vignette 
ViUainize 






da 


do. 


da 






Villanage 


da 


do. 


da 


Villainage 






Villain 


do. 


Villain, Villon 


da 


Villain 


do. 




Vlllanous 


do. 


Villauous, 
Villainous 


da 


Villainous 


do. 




Villiuioualy 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Villainously 




Villany 


do. 


da 


Villany, Villainy 


do. 


Villainy 


do. 


Vineyard 


Vineyard, Vinyard 
Visiter, Visitor 
VoUied 


da 
da 


do. 
Visitor 


da 
da 


do. 
da 


Vineyard 




da 


Volleyed 


da 


do. 




Vulture 


Vultur 


da 


Vultur, Vulture 


Vulture, Vultur 


Vultur. Vulture 
da 






Waggon 


da 


Wagon 


da 


do. 


Waggoner 


do. 


da 


Wagoner 


da 


da 






Waggoning 


da 


Wagoning 


do. 


da 






Wannish 


da 


da 


do. 


Wanish 


do. 




Wawl 


da 


Waul 


Waul, Wawl 


Waul 


do* 


Wealth 


Wealth, Welth 


da 


Wealth 


do. 


da 






Weaaand, Weazon 


Weaxon 


Weasa nd . Wesand 
Weu»el, Weasel 


da 


da 


da 




Weeael 


da 


do. 


Weasel 


Weather 


Weather, Wether 


da 


Weather 


do. 


da 


do. 




Whiggism 


da 


do. 


da 


da 


WUgken 




Whippowill 


da 


Whippowil 


da 


da 


Wfanrr 


Whur, Whurr 


Whur 


do. 


da 


da 






Wlery 


da 


Wiery, Wiry 
Willful 


da 


da 




Wilful 


do. 


da 


do. 


da 






Wilfully 


do. 


Willfully 


do. 


da 






Wilfulness 


do. 


Willfulness 


da 


da 




Wince 


Wince, Winch 


da 


da 


da 


da 






Windfal 


do. 


Windfall 


do. 


da 






WilldUU 


Windlaes 


Windjns, Windiest 


do. 


da 






Winterly, Wintry 
Withal 


Wintry 


Wiutery 
do. 


do. 
da 


da 
Withal! 


"»%. 


Withe 


do. 


da 


With, Withe 


do. 


Withe, With 


Witha 


We, Wet 


Woe, Wo 


da 


Wo 


Woe, Wo 


Woe 






Wolverene 


da 


Wolverin, 
Wolverene 


do 


Wolverln 


do- 


Women 


Wimmen 


da 


Women 


da 


da 


do. 




Wonderoos, 


da 


Wondrous 


do. 


da 






Wondroua 














Woodchuek 


da 


Woodchnk 


da 


da 




Woolen 


do. 


Woolen 


da 


do. 


da 






WooHinea 


Woolineas 


da 


do. 


da 






Worshipper 


da 


Worshiper 


da 


da 




Wreath 


Wol 

Wreath, Wreathe 

WreekfuU 


da 
Wreath 


da 

da 

Wreckful 


da 
da 
da 


do. 
da 
da 


Wat, Wot 
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